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NEWSLETTER 

From the Principal 

Think Green 
Last week some of our Green Team members 
went around the school to find out ways we could 
reduce our energy usage.  One way is to 
remember to turn off computer screens when we 
are not using them.  You could save energy doing 
this at home too. 
Sporting Teams Success 
The Great Ryrie cricket team has done extremely 
well to win its match to be Zone champions. Last 
Friday they competed at Croydon Hills against 
Billanook College. Hopefully they will take their 
campaign one step further to becoming Regional 
champions when they play in the round robin 
finals tomorrow. We congratulate the boys on 
their efforts during their matches and 
acknowledge the dedication they have shown in 
practising each lunchtime on the oval to hone 
their skills. 
Our rounders team has also had success by 
beating Eastwood in the Maroondah Zone 
qualifying game.  As I write this newsletter they 

are playing at Park Orchards Primary School in 
the Zone finals competition.  
I hope to write about our success in next weekôs 
newsletter. Good luck to both teams for getting 
this far! 
World Teachers Day 
Last Friday was World Teachers Day. It was 
lovely to receive a letter from some politicians to 
acknowledge the valuable contribution that 
teachers make to students and their learning. 
Teaching can be a thankless task but our staff are 
dedicated to making a difference to studentsô 
lives. A big thank you goes to our Educational 
Support staff who organised a lovely morning tea 
and luncheon for staff on the day. Many of our 
staff had to grab a quick bite as they then went off 
to complete other tasks such as taking Level 4 
students to their sports electives, yard duty, 
following through on student issues or setting up 
for their afternoon session. Teaching is a 
rewarding career but I know in my 30 plus years 
of teaching expectations have grown enormously.  
Starlab  
On Monday many students enjoyed their session 
in the Starlab. The students learnt about 
astronomy, in particular, the planets.  Thank you 
to Mr MacCartney who organised this enjoyable 
activity for our students. 
Prep to Year 2 National Literacy Testing 
This year the DEECD has introduced new on-line 
literacy tests across Victoria to assess studentsô 
skills in reading and comprehension, writing and 
speaking and listening. During this term our P-2 
staff have undertaken the huge task of completing 
these assessments with our students. The 
information gained from the results will be used to 
support teacher judgements in giving parents an 
accurate report on how their children compare 
with statewide standards. 

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your childôs teacher, or contact the school office. 
   

 30 October  Rounders and Cricket Finals  Team members 

 

Friday 13 & Saturday 
14 NOVEMBER 
Vision Portraits 

fundraiser 
Last opportunity to book a time is tomorrow, FRIDAY. 

Appointment times will be sent home on Monday. 

Diary Dates 
 

November  

Monday 9 Last Bahai class  

Tuesday 10 School Council meeting  

Wednesday 11 Remembrance Day 

Friday 13  Vision Portrait fundraiser  

Saturday 14  Vision Portrait fundraiser  
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Enrolment Information 
Schools need the most up to date information to 
make educated predictions for staffing, school 
finances and class composition. If you know of 
any children living or moving into our area and 
wishing to enrol for 2010, let them know how 
important it is to enrol NOW.  
If you know that your child will be moving from 
Great Ryrie it is important to let the school know 
of your intentions. This may impact on our staffing 
structure. 
Stranger Danger 
Stranger Danger is an important subject that 
parents and teachers need to remind students of 
regularly. The Region alerts schools when there 
are incidents that occur and it is important that we 
all remain vigilant and reinforce how important it 
is not to engage with strangers especially when 
walking to and from school.   If you havenôt taken 
the chance to speak with your child about this 
matter lately, now is a good time to remind them 
of the things they can do to keep themselves 
safe. 
Leaving the School Grounds 
If students need to leave the school for any 
special reason without a teacher, it is a 
requirement that they are signed out at the front 
office by an adult. This is to ensure their safety 
and hand over responsibility to parents signing 
them out.  Please note this includes taking 
students from excursions. 
Dogs 
A reminder that dogs are not allowed on the 
school grounds as a safety issue and also to keep 
our grounds clean.  

Have a good weekend. 
Barbara Nicoll, Acting Principal. 

Level Reports 
Last week in Level 2, they have been drawing 
maps in Maths. The maps showed how the 
children walked to school. They drew what they 
noticed when walking to school. In Literacy, they 
have started writing a narrative. Finally in their 
integrated topic they have been looking at how 
other children live.    
 

Last week the Level Threes focused on sock 
puppets. They watched a video on  how to make 
them and they also started to make them. In 
Maths they are working on division and also the 
students have been preparing their own puppet 
plays which they will be performing in front of the 
class. 

 

This week at Level 4, the students are learning 
the sound of 'wh' and suffix 'ible'.  In Integrated 
Studies the students are working in collaborative 
groups to discuss their product or service.  The 
introduction of a óBusiness Planô will help the 
groups to think through important issues like cost, 
retail price, marketing, resources, advertising etc.  
This Friday continues the Un Mask N Boyz 
program and the Sport Elective program. 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Hats are compulsory to wear during Term 4 and 
they are $10.50. 
OPENING HOURS 
MONDAY 8.30 ï 9.30am 
FRIDAY 3.20 - 4pm 
 
 
 

PFA NEWS 
Family Portraits 

14 and 15 November 
Cost is $12 per sitting (one per family) which 
includes a framed portrait.  The photos will be 
taken in the school Library.  Book a time to suit 
you before TOMORROW, Friday 6 November ï 

nominate either Friday night or Saturday morning 

Community Notices  

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game é. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and weôll 

let everyone know!! 
 

This is an invitation for Friday the 13th for Year 6 
students & up at HYPE [Heathmont Baptist 
Church, Cuthbert St]. The nightôs program is 
"Fear Factor". How brave are you? There will 
even be live snakes there! If you are interested in 
coming along, you can get details from me. 
Alan Silverwood  
Chaplain: Great Ryrie PS 
 

 Starting Points: 
Preparing your 0 - 4 year old for life 
A parenting program providing skills development 
for mothers, fathers & caregivers. $15 per person, 
$25 per couple. 
Thursday 5, 12, 19, 26 Nov, 7.30 - 9.30 pm at 
Angels Cafe [Heathmont Baptist Church, 78 
Cuthbert St, Heathmont]. Contact Brooke 
Eastwood 9870 4014 or church office 9738 0455 
to book or ask any questions. 
PE NEWS 
Congratulations to the boys cricket team who won 
their zone finals match in the Maroondah Zone. 
They will be playing in the Regional Round Robin 
Finals tomorrow at Lewis Road Reserve in 
Wantirna South.  If you have time, they would 
love your support.  Good luck boys! 
 

Preps in 1D REALLY enjoyed 

Starlab on Monday 
-This morning the preps went to the hall. I liked the 
rocket. By Gabriel 
-This morning the Preps went to the hall to visit the 
Star Lab. By Lucy 
-This morning the Preps went to look at the sun and 
the planets going around the sun. By Kieren 
-In the morning 1D and 1J all went to see a movie 
about Space and they went and visited all the planets 
and it was cool and some of the planets were called 
Jupiter. By Sam R 
-This morning 1D went to the hall and at the hall there 
was a movie in the dome and i liked the movie. By 
Josh 
-Today my class went to visit the Star Lab. I liked to 
watch the space movie. By Stephanie 
-In the morning 1J and 1D went to the movie at the 
Space Lab. By Simon 
-This morning the Preps went to the hall to visit the 
Star Lab. By Grace 
-This morning the Preps went to visit the Star Lab. I 
liked the planet Jupiter. By Olivia. 
-This morning the preps went to the Star Lab. By Yili 



 

The Chaplainôs Corner 5/11/09 
 ñLest we forget ï Remembrance Day 11/11ò 

 
The "Ode of Remembrance" is a poem taken 
from Laurence Binyon's "For the Fallen", which 
was first published in The Times in September 
1914. Over time, the 3rd & [mostly the] 4th verses 
were claimed as a tribute to all casualties of war, 
regardless of nation. The line ñLest we forgetò is 
often added. In Australia, the final line, "We will 
remember them", is repeated in response. 
They went with songs to the battle, they were 
young. 
Straight of limb, true of eyes, steady and aglow. 
They were staunch to the end against odds 
uncounted, 
They fell with their faces to the foe. 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow 
old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years 
condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 
We will remember them. 
 

Remembrance Day is an emotional time for 
many. My wife Bonnie & I went to Gallipoli last 
year, and we felt some of the years of emotion on 
that beach where so many perished. As we saw 
hundreds of graves, we thought of two main 
things: firstly the tragedy of war, of the lives lost 
including many civilians, the brutality & gruesome 
nature of war. 
Secondly, the amazing sacrifice that thousands 
made to protect their countries, and the freedom 
they enjoyed. 
 

We do not celebrate war on Remembrance Day. 
We celebrate the courage and sacrifice of the 
countless soldiers and others. 
We are thankful for those who have died for us. 
Christians understand that concept, especially at 
Easter. 
This can challenge our normal attitude to life. Do 
we live in the gloom that bad events in life 
generate, or do we live in the hope that can still 
exist? We have a choice, even when life is hard, 
as to whether we live in a critical or a thankful 
way.  
 

This week at Great Ryrie I showed the Year 6 
boys part of a DVD called ñNo arms, no legs, no 
worriesò. This is about a man called Nick Vujicic. 
He has chosen to be thankful for his óchicken 
wingô [as he calls his small foot], rather than be 
bitter. He is an inspiration! You can get this DVD 
at Koorong Books in Blackburn [or order it on 
line.] 
We remember certain events or issues because 
they are important. We can often learn vital 
lessons from them, whether they have affected us 
directly or not. Perhaps this Remembrance Day, 
[Wed 11 Nov] you might think about all the things 
that you are thankful for in your life. Thankfulness 
gives us a lift in our spirits, as we see how 
blessed we really are. 
 
Alan Silverwood ï Chaplain 
[The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal 
Government & Community support. This is a voluntary 

program in our school community.] 

 
 

Chaplainôs Corner 5/11/09 extra 
ñRoad to Bethlehemò 

ñRoad to Bethlehemò was originally founded as a 
drive-through event by a church group in the 
USA. However, in 1995, members of the 
Nunawading Seventh-day Adventist church 
introduced a walk-through program in Melbourne. 
The first event was held over two nights, with 
some 600 visitors in attendance. Early support 
was beyond any of the organisersô wildest 
dreams, and within a few years, ñRoad to 
Bethlehemò was extended over four nights, 
becoming a fixture on many peopleôs Christmas 
calendars.  
 

Last December, more than 13,000 people from 
local communities attended this fascinating 
Christmas production. ñThis program is one of the 
greatest things we could offer the community,ò 
says Des Bennett, committee member from 
ñRTBò in Melbourne. ñWe advertise it as our gift to 
the community, and our first aim is to present the 
story and birth of Christ.ò 
 

Everyone who walks the óroadô needs a free 
ticket. A guide takes each group through the 
presentation, which has animals and characters 
dressed in costume of the day, 2000 years ago in 
Bethlehem. The walk takes about 40 minues. 
 

This yearôs dates are Monday 14 to Thursday 17 
December, between 7.00 & 10.30 pm. It is 
presented at Nunawading Adventist Convention 
Ground, 141 Central Rd, Nunawading, I am 
planning to book 50 tickets for 2 nights for 
Boronia & Great Ryrie PS. Last year we had 
families go from each school. If interested in 
attending please: 
 

CONTACT ME THROUGH THE SCHOOL 
OFFICE OR SEE ME AT SCHOOL TO ADVISE 
WHICH NIGHT/S WOULD SUIT YOU BEST. I 
WILL CHOOSE THE 2 NIGHTS WHICH ARE 
THE MOST POPULAR FOR OUR GROUP 
BOOKINGS. 
I WILL ATTEND BOTH NIGHTS. So choose if 
you want Monday, Tuesday or Thursday 
[Wednesday is Year 6 graduation.] 
 

Alan Silverwood ï Chaplain 
[The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal 
Government & Community support. This is a voluntary 

program in our school community.] 

Reminder 
To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 

Please telephone direct on: 

0418 571 136 

Junior Football Club 

2010 Player Registration Day 
U9 to U16 

Sunday November 15 
10am ð 12noon 

at  
Heatherdale Reserve ,  

Purches Street,  
Mitcham  (Melways 49 D12)  

For more information   
Website: www.heathmontjets.com/juniors   
or contact Tim Purkis on 0405 530 500 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 

Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 
private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 

School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the following 

sponsors. 
 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 

 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 
Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 

members of the school community (with a further 
$250 going to Great Ryrie Primary School).  

Contact Jenny for more information on: 
0433 770 676 

--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 

BAKERSô DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 
the bread requirements for school. 

144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 
--- 

BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 
products and vouchers for all school fundraisers 

and events.  
41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 

--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and commissions 

to GRPS through ENJO with 10% of all sales 
going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 

All Smiles of the Yarra Valley are major 
sponsors of our fundraising events. 

21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 
Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 

www.allsmiles.com.au 
--- 

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant proudly sponsor our 
food fairs and support other school functions! 

17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC Phone: (03) 9870 1862  

-- 

1959-2009 
50th Anniversary 

Celebrations 
Saturday 7 November 

         1.30pm-4.30pm 
Anyone associated with the preschool over the last 50 

years are very welcome to attend this occasion. 
There will be face painting, mobile farm, music, 

Devonshire tea, afternoon tea for the children, with 
cutting of the cake at 3.00pm. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 


