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NEWSLETTER 

From the Principal 

 
(New plans for the school’s new Sports and Performance 
Centre are now on display in the school foyer) 

Class Placements for 2010: 

We will shortly be starting the long and complex 
process of placing students in classes for 2010.   

Please note that while we do not accept parent or 
student requests for class placements, we do 
take account of information provided by parents 
when making our placements.  If you have any 
information that will assist us in this process, first 
consult with your child’s teacher and then address 
your information, in writing, to ‘The Principal’ no 
later than Friday, November 13, 2009.   

Final decisions on class placements and teaching 
assignments cannot be made until the last week 
of Term 4.   

 

Congratulations Jess! 

We are pleased to advise that Jessica Steer gave 
birth to her beautiful new daughter ‘Kayla Claire 
Steer’, weighing 8lb-8oz, at 12:01 am on Tuesday 
morning.  Both mother and daughter are doing 
well. 

This adds to the wonderful news that Lisa Moon 
gave birth to a girl ‘Sahara’, before the holidays 
and that Peta Dal Pra welcomed the arrival of her 
daughter ‘Olivia’, during the holidays. 

Introduction of the Victorian Student Number  

Our school is working with the Department of 
Education and Early Childhood Development to 
allocate a Victorian Student Number (VSN) to 
each student at the school.  The VSN is a student 
identification number that is being assigned to all 
students in both government and non-government 
schools.  

The number, which is unique to each student, will 
be used as a key identifier on a student’s school 
records, and will remain with the student 
throughout his or her education, until reaching the 
age of 25. The VSN is nine digits long, randomly 
assigned, and tied to stable information about the 
student (name, gender, date of birth).  

The introduction of the Victorian Student Number 
will provide the ability to accurately detect 
patterns of student movement through, and 
departure from, the Victorian Education and 

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your child’s teacher, or contact the school office. 
   

  8 October  Band notices  All band members 
  9 October  ‘Under the Big top’ DVDs All families 
  9 October  Win a Bike  Year 6 students 
  12 October ‘Slapped Cheek’ outbreak Grades 2J, 2R and 4M 
  13 October Year 6 Graduation  Year 6 students 
  13 October  Level 4 Health  All Level 4 students 

 

Disco 

16 October. 
In our school hall 

from 6.30pm until 8.30pm. 

Sausages, drinks and chocolates for sale. 

All welcome! 

Diary Dates 
 

OCTOBER  
Friday 16  Disco in the Hall 
Monday 19 Ringwood SC Band visiting 
Tuesday 20 Level 3 Coach Approach 
  Year 6 Graduation meeting 
Wednesday 21 WALKTOBER DAY 
  Book Fair starts in the Library 
Thursday 22 Level 4 Coach Approach 
Friday 23  LOTE performance 
  Chaplaincy Celebration 
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Training system. It will greatly improve the 
collection and analysis of timely and accurate 
data about education in Victoria.  

The Department collects information to track 
improvements made to the education system, 
identify areas that require further improvement, 
and to analyse trends and identify future needs. 
The VSN will improve the accuracy, reliability and 
completeness of this information, providing a 
better basis for assessing needs and developing 
policies to meet them.  

You will see the VSN appear on student report 
cards, enrolment confirmations, and exit 
confirmations.  If you want to know more about 
the VSN please log on to 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/gov
ernance/vsn/overview.htm  

Hats: Reminder: 

In Term 4 all students are required to wear hats 
when they are outside. It is important for parents 
to support us in this effort to keep students 
protected. If your child does not have a school 
hat, they can be purchased from the Uniform 
Shop at a cost of $10.50. We ask that parents 
check that their child’s hat is in good condition 
and replace hats that have graffiti or damage to 
them.  

Doug Elliott,  
Principal 
“Every Child, Every Opportunity, 

Everyday… Everyone’s Responsibility!” 

Level Reports by Our School Captains: 

(David, Zoe, Ellena and Abbey) 

David: At Level 4 this week, the students will be 

studying the sound of 'ew' and suffix 'ance'.  In 
Maths, we are continuing with the exploration of 
fractions, decimals and percentages.  This 
Wednesday 14th October, we wish our two 
GATEways teams all the best for the competition 
to be held at Southwood Boys Grammar School.  
Good luck to Zoe Whitby, Gabriel Ho, Arthur Foo, 
Sophie Xu, Jacob Hayles, Ellena Boyd, Andrew 
Bialecki and Abbey Heron.   

This Wednesday also commences our new 
Middle Years Rotation foci with new single sex 
groupings.  This Thursday is Pink Day hosted by 
the JSC.  Please listen to the JSC 
announcements for details of the day.  Students 
have been selecting their sports preferences for 
the Elective Sport Program.  On offer is dancing, 
indoor sports, bowling, tennis etc.  In Integrated 
Studies, the students have been learning about 
goods and services and this week it’s needs and 
wants. 

Ellena: In Level 3 last week, the children have 

been studying area and perimeter. They have 
started a new topic for the term, which is puppets.  
This week they made stick puppets using 
materials such as felt, buttons and pom-poms. 
Finally they have been writing poems while doing 
handwriting. 

Zoe: In Level 2 last week the children have been 
settling into Term 4. In Maths they have been 
looking at addition. The Level 2's have also been 
learning about their brand new interactive white- 
boards. 

Abbey: In Level 1 last week, the Preps were very 

busy with school swimming. They swam for 4 
days and they enjoyed it very much. They learnt 
disco moves with Sarah and they danced their 
new steps to a song from Madagascar. They all 
watched the production DVD, and finally for their 
morning activities they made a list of words that 
started with the letters ‘st’.  

Community Notices 

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game …. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and we’ll 

let everyone know!! 

 Congratulations to Emily Monteau (4F) 

for winning 14 ribbons at Donvale Pony Club’s 
Gymkhana on Sunday.  She rode clear on two 
grades of showjumping and won three sections 
on the day.  Fantastic effort! 

 Congratulations to Molly Rigg (2T) for 

winning the Courage Award at her karate 
presentation night this week.  Well done, Molly! 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
12 October 2009 

1D - whole grade 
1S - Bradley Von Eitzen 
2E - Henry Miles 
2F - Aya Nahas 
2J - Sam Rosa 
2K - Keigan Dingy 
2M - Hser T’wee Moo Dweh, Shivam  

Patel 
2R - May Luo 
2T - Priya Rawat, Amanda Anger 
3E -           Tiana Ilic 
3M - Chelsea Ross 
3S - Syle Sinclair 
4B - Ellie Skurnik 
4F - Anthony Cooper 
4H - Ruby Zeng 
4J - Ellena Boyd 
4M - Kyan Foster 
LOTE - Lisa Steinman (2M) 
L4 LOTE - Jason (4M) 
PE - Adam Taylor (4H) 
 

EPA’s 2010 Calendar Competition Finalists: 

Congratulations to the following students who 
have been selected as finalists following their 
entries to the EPA Calendar competition.  There 
were 200 finalists in all and the 14 winners will be 
announced in late November.  Good Luck to all! 
Jessica Bowyer-Smith 2M Harry Egan 4H 
Skylar Brown 2M   Jasmine Lacy 2H 
Jonathon Egan 3H  Jennifer Chan 3H 
Stephanie Roberts 4J   Chloe Huynh 4M 
Laura Scarrott 4F 
 

FESTIVAL INDONESIA 

Experience Indonesia in 2 days at Federation 
Square 24-25 October 2009. 

More information at: 
www.festivalindonesia.com.au 
 

CANTEEN – Term 4 Menu 
We have added some new frozen items in this 
term’s menu for the summer season.  A copy of 
the menu is included with this newsletter and you 
may also go to the school web-site <Canteen> to 
take a look.   Please enjoy!  
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PE NEWS 

Last week of Term 3 TJ Blizzard travelled to Perth 
to represent Great Ryrie Primary School and 
Victoria in the Australian Swimming School Titles.  
It was an amazing week with TJ competing in 
nine events, making finals in seven and bringing 
home two gold medals and one bronze medal.  
The highlight was definitely when TJ won the 50m 
butterfly giving him the title of the fastest twelve 
year old butterfly swimmer in Australia this year. 
TJ would like to thank everyone that purchased a 
raffle ticket earlier in the year and the assistance 
of the Maroondah Council to help him get there. 
Well done and congratulations from everyone at 
Great Ryrie! 
 

Big thanks to Carly Griffiths from Little Athletics 
for coming to our school and introducing the Level 
2’s to some Little Athletic events and the show 
bags that came with it! Also a big thank you to 
parent, Carolyn Bialecki, for helping out on the 
day with Little Athletics! It was a lot of fun for the 
Level 2’s! 
 

Schools Challenge 
Represent your school, run 3km, raise funds 
for the 2012 Australian Olympic Team and 
reign supreme as the Olympic Dream Schools 
Champion! 
The Olympic Dream Schools Challenge is 
designed to challenge school students (18 years 
and under) to work as a team in order to 
represent their school in a fun community fitness 
event, whilst supporting Australian Olympians. 
LARGEST SCHOOL TEAM 

The largest school team based on participation 
per capita will be awarded the Schools Challenge 
Trophy. So, all schools, no matter their size, have 
the same chance of winning! 
With this in mind, gather your fellow students and 
enter now for your chance to WIN! 
SCHOOL TEAM CATEGORIES 

Teams must consist of three people, with each 
team member completing the 3km run. Teams 
may be all male, all female, or mixed and each 
finishing team member will receive a medal 
honouring Olympic legend, Kerryn McCann. 
Primary School 
Secondary - Yrs 7 and 8 
Secondary - Yrs 9 and 10 
Secondary - Yrs 11 and 12 
$45 for a team of 3. 
See Mr Henson for details or if you would like to 
participate. 
 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
Monday  8.30am – 9.30am 
Friday   3.20pm – 4.00pm 
Friday 23rd Uniform Shop closed due to Book 
Fair 
Monday 26th Uniform Shop open from 9.30am-
10am 
HATS 

Hats are compulsory to wear during Term Four, 
we have four sizes in the Uniform Shop - cost of 
$10.50. 

 SMALL, MEDIUM, LARGE, EXTRA 
LARGE 

Thank-you ….. Mardi Pechar 
 

 

 
 
 

WALK TO SCHOOL DAY 
WEDNESDAY 21 OCTOBER 

As part of Great Ryrie's involvement in the local 
community, we are celebrating a combined 'Walk 
To School Day and Safety House Day' next 
Wednesday, October 21st.  Walking to school is 
part of leading a healthy lifestyle, and of course, it 
is important that we do it safely. 
 

Teachers will be walking to school from 
designated streets in the area.  On this special 
day, some staff members will be at the following 
locations from 8:30am, to 'walk to school' with 
students.  The locations are: 
*The corner of Bedford Rd and Great Ryrie St. 
*The corner of Garden St and Great Ryrie St. 
*The corner of Edna St and Balfour Ave. 
*The corner of Erica Cr and Great Ryrie St. 
*The corner of Emerald St and Ford St. 
*The corner of Great Ryrie St and Canterbury Rd 
*The corner of Kitson St and Heathmont Rd 
 

There is a larger version of the map available 
outside the office.  We look forward to seeing lots 
of students and families 'walking to school' next 
Wednesday. 
 

On arrival at school, students will be greeted by 
IMA Safety House and Mr Silverwood.  There will 
be lollies for each child who walks, scooters or 
bike rides to school.  Our school will be eligible to 
win sports equipment and a sports carnival.  The 
more students that walk, the more chance we 
have of winning. 
 

For Prep students IMA will be showing some 
DVDs and giving out Safety House show bags. 
 

PFA NEWS 
Cards for Sale 

Have you ordered your box of assorted birthday 
and blank cards yet?  Excellent quality and value 
at only $28.00 for a box of 30 cards.  Come to the 
office if you would like to see them and put in your 
orders. 
 

Family Portraits 

14 and 15 November 
See the brochure included in today’s newsletter 
for full details.  Book a time early to avoid 
disappointment. 
 

Disco 

TOMORROW NIGHT 

In our school hall 

from 6.30pm until 8.30pm. 

$5.00 entry includes a sausage in bread and 

glow stick. 

extra sausages, drinks and chocolates for sale. 

All welcome. 
 

OUR LADY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
RINGWOOD, will begin classes on November 4

th
, 

2009 for Catholic children who wish to prepare for 
the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2010.  Inquiries 
to Tess on 98707807. 
 
 

 
Reminder 

To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) Please telephone direct on: 

0418 571 136 
 



LIBRARY 
Book Club Issue 7 October has been distributed.  

Payment and orders are due back to school no 
later than tomorrow, FRIDAY 16 OCTOBER.  The 
orders will then be placed online and delivery 
should be expected within 5-7 working days.  
Thank-you for your orders. 
BOOK FAIR 

The Scholastic Book Fair Safari is arriving at the 
school next Wednesday 21st and departs on 
Tuesday 28th October.  There will be a great 
range of items from Scholastic so come along 
and have a look.  Listed below are the open/sales 
times of the Book Fair. A good time to purchase 
some presents for Christmas. 
Wednesday 21  3.30-4pm 
Thursday 22  8.30-9am  
   3.30-4pm 
Friday 23  8.30-9am  
   3.30-4pm 
Monday 26  8.30-9am   
Tuesday 27   8.30-9am  
 FINAL SALES  3.30-4pm  
The children will also have the opportunity to view 
the books at the Book Fair during Library time.   
Looking forward to seeing you all at the Book 
Fair, and thanking you for your support of this 
event. 
Thank you ---- Mardi Pechar 
 

Just announced…. 

Orientations Sessions for 2010 Preps  
Thursday 3 December 9.30am – 10.30am 
Monday 7 December 2.00pm – 3.00pm 
 

Garage Sale 

11 Caroline Street, Ringwood 

Saturday 24 October from 9.00am 
 

Christmas Card 

Workshops 
Through October and November  

Tuesday ams ð 10 ð 12.30 pm  
Sunday arvo s ð 1.30 ð 4pm  

$20 per session  
($5 of this goes to the 

Christmas Bowl Appeal)  

For more information and 
bookings contact 

Libby Goldsmith on 0410 531 527 
or at 

goldsmithclan@optusnet.com.au 
 
 
 

FAMILY FUN DAY 
FREE Activities for Children and Families.  Come 
and Enjoy an Exciting FUN DAY for all at the  

Heathmont Baptist Church 
78 Cuthbert Street Heathmont 

SUNDAY 18 OCTOBER 
10.30 - 4pm 

LOTS OF FUN ACTIVITIES  
 
 
 

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 

Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 
private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 

School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the following 

sponsors. 
 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 

 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 

Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 
members of the school community (with a further 

$250 going to Great Ryrie Primary School).  
Contact Jenny for more information on: 

0433 770 676 
--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 

BAKERS’ DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 

the bread requirements for school. 
144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 

--- 

BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 

products and vouchers for all school fundraisers 
and events.  

41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 
--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 

percentage going to school fundraising.   
Please call at the office for details.  

--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 

Lucinda Murphy donates goods and commissions 
to GRPS through ENJO with 10% of all sales 

going towards the school! 
Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 

--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 

All Smiles of the Yarra Valley are major 

sponsors of our fundraising events. 
21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 

Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 
www.allsmiles.com.au 

--- 

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant proudly sponsor our 

food fairs and support other school functions! 
17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC  

Phone: (03) 9870 1862  
 
 

East Ringwood Cricket Club 
is looking for players for season 2009/10 

U10 & U12 age groups are desperately looking for players. 
We also run a Milo In2Cricket program on Saturday 

mornings for children aged 5 ï 12. 
 

Start Date: Saturday 24th October 
Time: 9:30am ï 10:30am 
Where: Eastwood Primary 

 

Enquiries please contact: 
Nick Kearney ï 0423 202 696 
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