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NEWSLETTER  

From the Principal 

 

Dingo Operator Needed! 

A huge thank you to all those parents, staff and 
children who helped out at last Saturdayôs 
working bee.  A great deal was achieved, 
however we need to move additional mulch 
currently located in several small piles around the 
school.  We have access to a ñDingoò for this 
purpose but require a volunteer operator to do the 
work for us.  If you are able to help us out please 
let the office know ASAP, so that we can make 
arrangements to have the vehicle dropped off.  
With thanks in anticipation! 

Fatherôs Feast 

Prep dads had a wonderful breakfast last Friday 
and along with other dads had the chance to 
participate in the Fatherôs nights on Tuesday and 

Wednesday last week.  On Monday this week we 
screened the life changing DVD, ñWhat Kids 
Really Need from Their Dads.ò   

Copies of óThe Blue Book of Tips for Fathers and 
Father-Figures!ô are still available to order, at the 
office, until 3:30pm this Friday, at only $5.00 
each.  This book has great tips for dads on óWhat 
children need, How to make time for kids, Helping 
with education, Extra tips for separated dads, 
Promoting a healthy lifeô, How to listen, Values 
and beliefsô and much more.  If you would like 
your own copy please order it soon!  

Information on óThe Fathering Projectô can be 
found at www.thefatheringproject.org 
Teaching Arrangements for 3S in Term 4 

I am pleased to advise that we have secured the 
services of Mrs. Jo Bell, who has been a regular 
replacement teacher at Great Ryrie. She will 
assume the role of classroom teacher for 3S 
when Mrs. Steer goes on Maternity Leave, 
commencing next term.  Mrs. Bell is known to 
many at Great Ryrie as she has taken on the role 
of replacement teacher in several of our classes 
in the past, including 3S.   

The classroom program will continue as planned 
for the remainder of the school year.  We wish 
Jess all the best with the birth of her new baby 
and trust that all goes smoothly.  Friday, 
September 18, will be Mrs. Steerôs last day at 
Great Ryrie this year, so please feel free to drop 
in to say, ñFarewell!ò before then. 

New Building Works Re-configured 

Due to projected budget blow outs, we have 
sought and gained permission from DEECD to 
relocate the proposed Sports and Performance 
Centre, to the north-west corner of the oval, 

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your childôs teacher, or contact the school office. 
   

 7 September Coach Approach  Level 2, 3 and 4 students 
 7 September 3-Way Conferences  Level 2, 3 and 4 students 

 

Important notice regarding Before and After 
School Care included in this newsletter. 

 

We have had a number of cases of 
Head Lice reported to the office.  Please 
check your childrenôs hair regularly and 

let us know if you need to apply 
treatment. 

Diary Dates 
 

SEPTEMBER  
Friday 11 FOOTY DAY (including lunch)  

Wednesday 16 3-way interviews (levels 2 -4) 

Friday 18  Last day of term  

  2.30 students dismissed  

OCTOBER 
Monday 5 First day of term 4  
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adjacent to the staff car-park.  This will impact on 
the configuration of the oval in years to come but 
will provide a better facility for the dollars 
available.  This was in fact School Councilôs 
preferred location, when negotiations on the 
project commenced earlier this year and will 
mean that we will be able to retain the valuable 
facility affectionately known as the óBig Shedô.  It 
is expected that tender documents will be 
completed prior to the end of September and that 
ground works will commence in December this 
year. 

3-Way Conferences 

3-Way Conferences are scheduled for parents 
and students in Levels 2, 3 and 4 between 
4:00pm and 9:00pm next Wednesday, 16 
September.  

Conferences are of 10 minutes duration. We ask 
that parents are prompt so that we can stay on 
time.  Appointment slips will be returned to you by 
Monday, 14 September, indicating the time set 
aside for you.   

Early Dismissal Next Friday! 

A reminder that school dismisses early next 
Friday, September 18, at 2:30pm as this is the 
last day of term.  Term 4 commences with 
assembly at 8:55am on Monday, October 5.   

Have a great weekend, 

Doug Elliott, Principal 

ñEvery Child, Every Opportunity,  

Everydayé Everyoneôs Responsibility!ò 

Level Reports by Our School Captains: 

(David, Zoe, Ellena and Abbey) 

David: At Level 4 this week, our spelling focus 
was the sound of "dge" and prefix 'under'.  In 
Maths we are exploring fractions.  Our big event 
this week was the óNight of the Notablesô, which 
was held on Tuesday evening.  The students 
dressed up as their óAustralian Notableô and 
answered basic questions by parents, to 
showcase their knowledge of how this Australian 
has contributed to Democracy.  This Tuesday 
was also the Level 4 teachers planning day, 
where they planned an engaging and meaningful 
unit of learning based around óEconomicsô.   

Ellena: Last week the Level 3's presented their 
projects on Ancient Lands. In Maths they have 
been working on angles, and on Friday they had 
the opportunity to dress up for their topic of 
óAncient Landsô.  During the day the level Threes 
had rotations that included art and craft and 
cooking. It was a very exciting, fun, and tiring  
week for the Level Threes! 

Zoe: In Level 2 last week, the children were 
thinking about ñwhat ifs.ò  Such as, ñWhat if robots 
were real?ò In Maths the students have been 
looking at subtraction using picture story books 
and working out how many children got lost in the 
jungle. They are still making their toys and are 
looking forward to sharing them next week. 

Abbey: Last week the Preps had their Fatherôs 
Day breakfast on Friday. They made cards and 
placemats for their dadôs, which they all really 
loved. They looked at healthy food and óReggie 
Veggieô. For their spelling they looked at three 
letter words that have óeô in them. They also held 

a goodbye party for Mrs. Dal Pra. Finally in 
Maths, they put numbers in the correct order from 
1 to 20. 

Community Notices  

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game é. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and weôll 

let everyone know!! 

CONGRATULATIONS  

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK  
7 September 2009 

1J - Kayla Scotto 
1S - Ben Gosbell 
2E - Jackson Silvester 
2F - Thomas Lo 
2H - Tyra Flavell 
2J - Andy Ouyang 
2K - Jacinta DôMonte 
2M - Jade Foster 
2R - Jamie Harris 
2T  - Matthew Barr 
3E -           Theresa Grayden 
3G - Eunjee Yun 
3M - Isaac Aedo Kailea 
3N - Sione Fifita 
3S - Jacob Burdett-Costello 
4B - David Friend 
4F - Jack Ashton 
4M - Karim Chaok 

4W - Alyshia MacDonald 
LOTE - Chloe Burns (3H) 
Visual Arts ï Maddy Atkinson (1J) 
 

ART JOURNEYS EXHIBITION 
Many Level 4 students and their families attended 
the ñArt Journeys Exhibitionò held last Tuesday 
night at EVs in Croydon.  The óArtist in Residenceô 
program was a great success and there were 
many creative suitcases, t-shirts and kites all 
exhibiting the studentsô responses to their lifeôs 
past, present and future journeys.  Taylor, 
Georgia and Morrin spoke on the night about their 
personal reflections and were accompanied by 
Victoria and Kate.  Congratulations to all the 
Level 4s! 

 
 

PE NEWS 
Congratulations to the following students that 
made it through to Zone Athletics: 
 

Sonia German ï 80m Hurdles 
T.J. Blizzard ï 800m 
Khy Blizzard ï 1500m and 200m 
Andrew Bialecki ï Discuss and shot put 

 



JSC NEWS 
This Friday is FOOTY DAY at 9.00 am - 10.00 am 
in the hall.  The JSC are running a raffle with a 
fabulous prize of a 2009 footy album complete 
with 2009 footy cards.  Tickets are .50 cents 
each.  Please come to Ms. Jacobs' classroom at 
the beginning of recess or lunch.  Tickets will be 
available for sale on Friday morning at the footy 
parade. 

The Chaplainôs Corner 9/10/09 
 ñFamilies in the Melting Potò 

 

I have had several chats recently about my 
weekly article. Thanks for your comments. I am 
thankful that they are on topics that are important 
for you. If there is any topic that you would like 
me to cover, please let me know. You can contact 
the school, see me on Mon, Wed or Fri most 
weeks, or email me at 
silverwood.alan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

Many of you are working through issues of single 
parent, blended or step families. There are all 
sorts of challenges that come our way in all 
families, and I think that we all need tips to help 
us on our journey. 
 

I was speaking recently to a lady from EACH 
[Eastern Access Community Health], and they run 
a program called ñBrady Bunch ï Are they for 
real?ò This is a 4 week series [on Monday nights 
currently] at Lifeworks in Ringwood, for step and 
blended families, and it costs only $20. There will 
be another course running in November. If you 
are interested, please let me know, and I will let 
EACH know our expected numbers. 
 

I have some tip sheets from óStepfamily 
Association of Victoriaô. These can be 
downloaded from www.stepfamily.org.au or I can 
send you copies if you wish. Topics include 
Stepmothers, Stepfathers, Ex-partners, Part-time 
Stepfamilies, Grandparents, an óOursô baby, 
Children, Biological mothers, Biological fathers, 
Teenagers.  
 

Stepfamily Helpline is 9639 6611, Mon-Fri 9am ï 
5pm. Email is info@stepfamily.org.au. 
 

I will finish with a few important órulesô from the tip 
sheets: 
1] A strong couple is essential to the success of a 
stepfamily. Spend time alone as a couple on a 
regular basis, so that you develop a strong 
relationship. This will help you work together to 
solve issues and model a good working 
relationship. 
2] Aim to be fair and treat all children the same. 
This can be difficult when each set of children has 
a different situation and resources at their 
disposal. 
3] Reassure older children that they are loved and 
still equally important in your lives. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The tip sheets discuss Emotions & Expectations, 
Basic tips, and how to learn more. 
 

You have a tough journey before you, but it is 
worth it, when you see your children grow and 
develop into confident and mature young people, 
ready to make a difference in the world. A journey 
starts with the first step, and every step forward is 
progress on that journey. Donôt expect too much 
at once, but celebrate each positive step you take 
together. 

Alan Silverwood ï Chaplain 
[The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal 
Government & Community support. This is a voluntary 

program in our school community.] 
 

Interested in walking around Maroondah?  See 
the schedule for October on the office window. 
For further information on Maroondahôs Walking 
to Fitness Program please contact 9294 5717 or 
visit our website at www.maroondah.vic.gov.au 
 

WORKING BEE 
Thank you to everyone who came to our working 
bee last weekend.  We achieved a lot and had fun 
as well. 
Yun family  Cornell family 
Hastas family  Nuttall family 
Thaw family  Salisbury family 
Ouyang family  Jacobs family 
Delahunty family Beckett family 
Alan Silverwood  Anne Frazer 
Mardi Pechar  Andy MacCartney 
Hugh Kendell  Helen Abbott 
Ryan Jacobs  Beth Robins 
Doug Elliott 
Once again, thank you to Janine for arranging the 
food and to Bakersô Delight in Heathmont for 
supplying all the buns and bread. 
 

PFA NEWS 
Bunnings BBQ 
We are hosting a BBQ at Bunnings in Bayswater 
on Sunday 27 September. This is the middle 
weekend of the school holidays, the day after the 
AFL Grand Final.  If anyone can help for an hour 
or two, please fill in the form on this page, so we 
can make up a roster. 

Aussie Farmers Direct 
Donôt forget that Aussie Farmers Direct deliver 
milk, bread, eggs, juice, fruit and vegetables and 
more direct to your door.  And each order raises 
funds for Great Ryrie.  If you are interested in this 
offer, call at the office for the details. 
Production Photos 
All production photos were sent home earlier this 
week.  Check your childrenôs bags if you havenôt 
received your order. 
Watch this Space 
Next term we are arranging a fantastic fundraiser 
by offering boxes of 30 handcrafted designed 
greeting cards.  More information next week. 
 
 
  

 
BUNNINGS BBQ - Sunday 27 September 

 
Nameééééééééééééééééé Contact Numberééééééééééééé.. 
 
I/We are available to help at the following time/s 
 

8.30 ï 9.30am é..  9.00 ï 11.00 améé..  11.00 ï 1.00pméé.  
  

1.00 ï 3.00pmééé.  3.00 ï 5.00pméé. 
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IMPORTANT BEFORE/AFTER CARE NOTICE 
PERMANENT BOOKINGS CHANGE FROM 
SEPTEMBER 21 2009 
We have a fantastic new Online Enrolment and 
Bookings system. 
You can go online, enrol and make and edit your 
bookings as and when you need to! 
We need you to start using the new system, 
especially the Permanent Bookings section, by 
SEPTEMBER 21 2009 please. If you are already 
using the Online Permanent Booking System, 
Great! 
 OLD BOOKINGS ARE BEING REMOVED  
The old traditional system of parents making 
verbal changes to Permanent Bookings with the 
coordinator is being phased out. The new system 
is much more reliable and safer for your family. 
Any old Permanent Bookings not done online will 
be phased out by SEPTEMBER 21 2009 so 
please re-book online before then. Otherwise 
your child wonôt appear on the rolls. If you arenôt 
sure, simply login and double check your 
bookings. 
 ITôS EASY TO ENROL AND BOOK ONLINE 
Simply go to  
https://www.oshclub.com.au/view.htm and follow 
the prompts. Still unsure? Email us at 
admin@oshclub.com.au and we can send you an 
instructions guide. If you donôt have internet 
access please see the Coordinator for access or 
use your local library. You will need an email 
address and credit card, savings account or 
cheque account details to set up your account. 
 CANCELLATIONS 
Remember to give the Coordinator 24 hours 
notice if you wish to cancel a booking, otherwise 
you will be charged. Cancellations are not done 
online. 
Remember to remove Permanent Bookings 
online when you no longer need them to avoid 
being charged. 
CASUAL BOOKINGS 
You can still make a casual booking, as long as 
you are enrolled online. Simply call the 
Coordinator. 
So remember, even if you have made verbal 
changes to your bookings in the last few weeks 
with the Coordinator, we do need you to go online 
and ensure your bookings are correct. Those old 
bookings will be removed on SEPTEMBER 21 
2009.  
Thanks for your help. 

 

Reminder 
To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 

Please telephone direct on: 

0418 571 136 
 

Wanted: - Kid sitter for 2 kids, ages 6 & 8 years. 
When: - Most (but not all) Sunday evenings from 
7-30 until 10-30 PM. 
Duties: - Kids will already be fed, bathed & 
pyajama'd, so supervision of bedtime only 
required. 
Would suit student (if Mum is willing to pick you 
up @ 10-30 on Sunday!). 
Please call Terri- 98126672 or 0423 196 298 

 

2010 
Term 1  1 February (students start) to 26 March - 
teachers begin Term 1 on 27 January 
Term 2  12 April to 25 June 
Term 3  12 July to 17 September 
Term 4   4 October to 17 December 

 
LIBRARY 
All library books are due back on WEDNESDAY 
16th of September. 
BOOK CLUB 
The Monster Clearance Book Club has been 
placed online and should be at school within 5 
working days. 

TUN-NAMED ITEM FROM THE CLICK 

CATALOGUE ISSUE 5 $12 IN VALUE IS STILL 
WAITING FOR its OWNER! Please come and 
see Mrs Pechar in the Library. 
BOOK FAIR 
In October we will be having a Scholastic Book 
Fair so watch this space for more exciting news 
about this event. 
Thank-you, 
Mardi Pechar 

 

 

MARKET DAY 
Sunday, 4 October  

9.00am -1.00pm  

Great Ryrie Primary  

School Hall  

$25.00 per stall  
 

Interested stallholders should  

contact Meagan Scotto  

on 9876 8819  
 
UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
Monday  8.30am ï 9.30am 
Friday  3.20pm ï 4pm 
As the end of term fast approaches please check 
the Lost Property for your missing treasures. 
LOST PROPERTY 
The main LOST PROPERTY BOX is located near 
the chess pieces outside Miss Kemke's room.  
There is also a LOST PROPERTY BOX located 
in the foyer of the Hall and often has items that 
children have left behind after sport or from 
attending the Before and After School Care 
program. 
The Prep level has a LOST PROPERTY BOX 
located in the foyer area outside their rooms and 
Level Four have a LOST PROPERTY BOX 
located in the passageway in the Annex. 
Thank-you, 
Mardi Pechar 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 

Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 
private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 

School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the following 

sponsors. 
 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 

 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 
Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 

members of the school community (with a further 
$250 going to Great Ryrie Primary School).  

Contact Jenny for more information on: 
0433 770 676 

--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 

BAKERSô DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 
the bread requirements for school. 

144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 
--- 

BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 
products and vouchers for all school fundraisers 

and events.  
41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 

--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and commissions 

to GRPS through ENJO with 10% of all sales 
going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 

All Smiles of the Yarra Valley are major 
sponsors of our fundraising events. 

21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 
Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 

www.allsmiles.com.au 
--- 

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant proudly sponsor our 
food fairs and support other school functions! 

17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC  

Phone: (03) 9870 1862  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

CROYDON MODEL RAIL WAY CLUB  
 

   MODEL TRAIN EXHIBITION  
12- 13TH SEPTEMBER 2009:  

 
 

** Saturday 12th 10am ï 5pm Sunday 13th  10am-5pm** 
 
 

LARGE VARIETY OF MODEL TRAIN LAYOUTS                       
 

Adults                                $500 
Children 3 -16years                                              $3.00 
Family (2 adults + 2 children or 1Adult + 3 children)           $12.00 
Concession                               $4.00 

 

 

THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE FOR THE CHILDREN TO DRIVE  
DISPLAYS AND TRADE STANDS 

 

For more information please call Ron. 0418 996 473 
Or visit our website at www.croydonmrc.om.au 

 

 

Yarra V alley Railway Presents  

Healesville Railway Heritage Festival  

 

Saturday September 19
th

 - Sunday September 20
th
  

9am till 5pm
 

 

§ Trolley Rides § Steam Road Engines § Horse & 
Carriages 

§ Blacksmith § Wood Carving § Wool Spinning  

§ Historic Railmotor and Much More 
 

 

The Railway will also be running through the school holidays 
   Trolley rides depart Healesville station on the hour  

between 10am to 4pm Wed. ï Sun. of the school Holidays 
 

For more information please call 5962 2490 
Or visit our website at www.yarravalleyrailway.org.au 

 

 
Nuna Triathlon Kids - Splash ónô Dash 
A fun non-competitive event with distances 

catering for all abilities: 

¶ 25m swim (kickboard optional)/500m 

run or walk 

¶ 100m swim/500m run 

¶ 200m swim/1km run 

Date: Sunday 13
th
 September 

Where: Tintern Senior School East Ringwood 
              (Enter off Loma Street) 
Time: 1pm (Rego 12.30pm) 
Cost: $5 payable on day, all pre-entered 
Who: Open to all primary school aged children 
who have registered as 09/10 Triathlon Kids 
member ($20). 
(If not already a Triathlon Kid 09/10 member, 
register online at www.triathlonkids.com.au  before 
10th September 2009) 
Entry Includes:  Swim/run event and Finishing 
Certificate, 
Entries to karina@nunatriclub.com   by Thurs 
10

th
 September at 5pm  

For further information call Karina ï 0407 803 793
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Come along to an information session to 

have all your questions answered, meet 

people who know Matthew and find out 

about Anglicare Victoriaõs foster care 

programs.  
  

Where:  Whitehorse Civic Centre, Nunawading.  

Date:  September 22 nd  2009 

Time: 1:00pm ð 2:00pm or 7:30pm ð 8:30pm  

Register: 
1300 889 335 or 

fostercare.eastern@anglicarevic.org.au  
  

For more information please call 1300 889 

335 or e -mail 

fostercare.eastern@anglicarevic.org.au . 
  

Please pass this e -mail onto your 

colleagues, friends and relatives.  
  

  *Matthew's name and i dentity have 

been changed due to privacy laws  

**Hand -written note is not original  
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