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NEWSLETTER 

From the Principal 

Joe and his Year 4, 5 & 6 English Classes in 
Perean Village, Bali 

Beautiful Bali! 

It is great to be back after a wonderful break in 
beautiful Bali.  My thanks go to Mrs. Nicoll and 
Mrs. Gordon for taking on the roles of Principal 
and Assistant Principal during my absence.  

While in Bali I was able to make links with two 
schools.  One of these, in Perean, has an English 
program that is run voluntarily by a local resident 
óJoeô, on weekends.  I am pleased to say that 
while over there my friends and I were able to 
resource this program with books, stationary and 

a computer.  It is my hope that we can continue 
developing this international link with children in 
Bali over the next several years. 

Working Bee 

All families are invited to attend our Term 3 
Working Bee this Saturday from 9 to 12pm.  
Morning tea and a sausage sizzle lunch will be 
provided.  We need your help in continuing to 
develop our grounds and gardens! 

Fathersô Breakfast 

Prep dads and father figures are reminded that 
this Friday there is a special breakfast for them to 
enjoy with their Prep children prior to Fathersô 
Day this weekend. 

Tips For Dads 

All fathers and father figures of children at Great 
Ryrie are invited to come and see the life 
changing DVD, ñWhat Kids Really Need from 
Their Dads.ò  This terrific DVD will be screened 
at 7:30pm next Monday, September 7, in the 
school Library.   The DVD only runs 20 minutes.   

Copies of the óBlue Book of Tipsô (also known as 
óThe Dunny Bookô) will be available to order, at 
only $5.00 each.  This book has great tips for 
dads on óWhat children need, how to make time 
for kids, helping education, extra tips for 
separated dads, promoting a healthy life, how to 

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your childôs teacher, or contact the school office. 
   

 27 August Slapped Cheek Infection  Grade 1D & 1S students 
 28 August Ancient Lands Dress-Up  Level 3 students 
 31 August Parent Opinion Survey reminder Selected parents 
 1 September Night of the Notables  Level 4 students 

 
 
 

  

Saturday 5 September 
Working Bee 

 
We would love to see you there. 

Please complete the slip included 
in last weekôs newsletter to help with catering. 

Diary Dates 
 

SEPTEMBER  
Friday 4   L1 Fathersõ breakfast  

  L3 Ancient Civilisations  Day 

Saturd ay 5 Working Bee  

Sunday 6 HAPPY FATHERSõ DAY to our Dads 

  Farmersõ market 

Monday 7 Prep 2010 Uniform Try on session  

Tuesday 8 Footy Day lunch order returns  

  L4 Night of Notables  

  Prep 2010 Uniform Try on session  

  School Council 

Friday 11 FOOTY DAY (inc luding lunch)  
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listen, values and beliefs and much moreé .  Tea 
and coffee will be provided. 

New Teacher for 1D 

I am pleased to advise that we have secured the 
services of Mrs Ellen Rosa, who is a regular 
replacement teacher at Great Ryrie, to assume 
the role of classroom teacher for 1D when Mrs. 
Dal Pra goes on Maternity Leave next Monday.  
Mrs. Rosa is known to many at Great Ryrie as 
she has taken on the role of replacement teacher 
in several of our classes in the past, including 1D.   

The classroom program will continue as planned 
for the remainder of the school year.  We wish 
Peta all the best with the birth of her new baby 
and trust that all goes smoothly.  This Friday will 
be Petaôs last day with us, so please feel free to 
drop in to say, ñFarewellò. 

3 Way Conferences 

Thank you to Mrs. Headland and Mrs. Steer who 
ran their 3 Way Conferences after school on 
Wednesday night and to all the parents and 
children who attended these. 

3 Way Conferences are scheduled for the 
remainder of parents and students in Levels 2, 3 
and 4 between 4:00pm and 9:00pm on 
Wednesday 16 September.  

Conferences are of 10 minutes duration. We 
ask that parents are prompt so that we can stay 
on time.  Please note that for these conferences 
the notice will be given to the eldest in the 
family and needs to be returned to their teacher.  
Appointment slips will be returned to you by 
Monday 14 September indicating the time set 
aside for you.   

Level 1 conferences were held last term.  Parents 
are reminded that they can arrange an interview 
with their childôs teachers at any mutually 
convenient time throughout the year. 

Parent Opinion Survey 

A reminder to all parents, who received a Parent 
Opinion Survey, that these were required to be 
returned to the school last Friday.  These surveys 
are distributed to a randomly selected sample of 
parents at all government schools, at the same 
time with the same return date, each year.  This 
year we are still able accept late responses until 
this Friday, September 4.  Your opinions count at 
Great Ryrie!  
 
Have a great weekend,  
Doug Elliott 
Principal 
ñEvery Child, Every Opportunity, Everydayé 

Everyoneôs Responsibility!ò 
 
Level Reports by Our School Captains: 
(David, Zoe, Ellena and Abbey) 
David: Congratulations to the Level 4 
CANstruction Team and the Grade 5 LAMP 
leaders.  Last week the students enjoyed a 
special guest visit from Mr. MacCartney's dad.  
He engaged the students through a preferential 
voting task which taught them about the process 
of voting.  Earlier during the week, Heidi Victoria 
addressed the Level 4 students about life in 
politics.  The students then had an opportunity to 
ask many questions. 

This week the Level 4ôs will focus on the sound of 
'ar' as well as the Heidi Victoria Writing 
Competition task about Remembrance Day.  The 
students are continuing with their óTemperatureô 
portfolio task and are exploring ways to conduct 
experiments to measure temperature and 
researching interesting facts about temperature.  
The óNight of the Notablesô is fast approaching 
and the students are making posters this week as 
a means of presenting information about their 
famous Australian notable.  In Sport, the Level is 
participating in a selection of sports and rotating 
in House groups.  
Ellena: Last week the Level 3's Ancient Lands 
models were due. They have been studying 
shapes in Maths and the Level Threes are also 
really looking forward to the Ancient Lands Dress  
Up day. 
Zoe: In Level 2 last week, the children made 
ócinquainô poems about toys. In Maths they have 
been looking at fractions. Also look carefully at 
each Level 2 student, as they are turning into 
toymakers over the next few weeks, there will be 
lots of designing and constructing in our 
classrooms. 
Abbey: Last week the Preps learnt all about time 
and the óbig handô and the ólittle handô. Also in 
time they have looked at morning, afternoon and 
night. They learnt óatô and óiô sounds. They learnt 
all of the vowels in the alphabet, and finally they 
made a rhyming booklet of óatô words e.g. cat, 
mat, flat and sat. 

CONGRATULATIONS  

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK  
31 August 2009 

1D - Simon Due 
1J - Melissa Hansen 
1M - John Hartwegger 
1S - Merryn Betts 
2E - Ellen Gildersleve 
2F - Koda Blizzard 
2H - Morgan Copeland 
2J - Erica Zhang 
2K - Ruby Crisp 
2M - Darcy Ramage 
2T - Lily Moroney 
3E -           Jaime Oliver 
3G - Haidyn McElhinney 
3N - Harry Leigh 
3S - Sophie Nicholls 
4B - Nancy Zeng 
4F - Ryan Goldsmith 
4J - Laura Tolliday 
4M - Brandon Robinson-Sambrooks 

4W - Todd Jackson 
LOTE - Alyshia MacDonald (4W) 
Performing Arts ï Yili Fu (1D) 
Visual Arts - Jakob Rhodes (3E) 
 
 

FOOTY DAY LUNCH 
Friday 11th September 

To celebrate Footy Day next Friday the canteen is 
organizing special lunches.  Please complete the 
order form sent home last week and return it to 
the canteen by Tuesday 8 September. 
Please note that only the special footy lunches 
will be available on 11 September.  



 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
Monday 8.30am ï 9.30am* 
Friday  3.20pm ï 4pm 
* This MONDAY 7th September the Uniform 
Shop will be closed due to the new PREPS for 
2010 trying on uniforms. Please note the 
following times and dates for the Prep 2010 
uniform fitting and ordering:- 
MONDAY 7th   9am -10.30am 
TUESDAY 8th  6pm - 8pm 
WEDNESDAY 9th 2pm - 4pm 
 
LOST PROPERTY 
The main LOST PROPERTY BOX  located near 
the chess pieces outside Miss Kemke's room is 
full to overflowing with UN-NAMED uniform items, 
lunch boxes, scarves, jackets, recorder bags and 
water bottles to name a few!!!! 
There is also a lost property box located in the 
foyer of the Hall that often has items that children 
have left behind after sport or from attending the 
Before and After School Care program. 
The Prep level has a lost property box located in 
the foyer area outside their rooms and Level Four 
have a box located in the passageway in the 
Annex. 
Thank-you, 
Mardi Pechar 
 

PE NEWS 
Congratulations to the GRPS District 
Athletics team who got 3

rd
 out of 8 schools!  

A great effort by all. 
 

JSC UPDATE 
This year the JSC have organised to sell Legacy 
Badges, pens and wrist bands.  The starting price 
is .50 cents and they are available for sale from 
the school office as of today. 
 

The JSC is proud to announce 
that the traditional Great Ryrie 
FOOTY DAY will be held on 
Friday 11 September from 9.00 
am - 10.00am in the hall.  
Students are invited to wear their 
footy club colours or alternative club colours.  
There will be a team parade followed by a 
handball competition.  There will be no cost for 
this day. 
 

The canteen will also be organising a footy 
lunch order, so donôt forget to return your 
order form by next Tuesday 8

th
 September. 

 

Great Ryrieôs Fathers Nights 
Thank you to everyone involved in making our 
annual Fathersô Nights so much fun once again. 
Special thanks to Janine and the staff for 
organizing the games, to Brendan Sheridan for 
donating the car magazines, the PFA for catering, 
Bakers Delight in Heathmont for again supporting 
GRPS activities and to all the kids and dads who 
came along to enjoy themselves.   
 

Community Notices  

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game é. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and weôll 

let everyone know!! 
 

The Chaplainôs Corner 03/09/09 
 ñ Dads and other significant men ò 

 
Nobody would deny that we all need balance in 
our lives. My favourite balance is dark chocolate 
& fruit [tasty and healthy]. 
There are other important balances in life, like 
rest and exercise. Another important balance is 
having both male & female adults in our life. This 
is not always easy because of how life works out, 
but it is still important. 
 
At this time of year, we think about dads. While 
we do that, we recognize that not all families have 
dads in their life the way they would like. Families 
can be lots of different shapes. Itôs up to us to 
make the best of the family we have.  
 
Here are some quotes about dads, and they 
apply to whatever significant male is in your 
childôs life: 
ñAny man can be a father. It takes someone 
special to be a dad.ò 
ñThe most important thing a father can do for his 
children is to love their mother.ò 
ñMy father didnôt tell me how to live; he lived, and 
let me watch him do it.ò 
 
Iôll throw in a couple of quotes again from last 
year: 
ñTell your kids you love them, often.ò 
ñEven if we didnôt have a good óDadô history, we 
can make a good óDadô future.ò 
 
KIDS, make sure that there is ALWAYS at least 
one significant trustworthy male with which you 
can share your life.  
It might be your dad, step-dad, uncle, grandpa, 
family friend or even a Chaplain! We all need 
mum figures and dad figures. 
Enjoy Sunday, whatever you do, and remember 
the good things about dads. 
 

Here are a couple more to end on: 
ñA father is a man who has photos in his wallet 
where his money used to be.ò 
ñA man never stands as tall as when he kneels to 
help a child,ò 
 

For our library games time we will share about 
footy memorabilia. If there are some special footy 
items that are okay to be brought to school, then 
bring them to the library time. I will be bringing my 
autograph book with some famous footy 
signatures from 40 years ago.  

Alan Silverwood ï Chaplain 
[The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal 
Government & Community support. This is a voluntary 

program in our school community.] 
 

LOST PROPERTY 

¶ Bomber jacket, almost brand new, with 
Xavier Schneiderôs name on it.  If you 
have it would you please return it to 3S 
(Room 13)? 

¶ Size 8 windcheater missing from Prep 
M/Prep S area.  Also named, ñMageeò. 

 

Reminder 
To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 

Please telephone them direct on: 

0418 571 136 



CANSTRUCTION ï A HOLDEN UTE 
 DID WE DO IT? YES WE DID! 
A terrific effort was put in by the entire 
Canstruction Team at our óBuild Upô last 
Wednesday and Thursday at Monash University.  
It took us 8 hours to place 2000 cans into position 
to create our Holden Ute. We were very proud of 
ourselves!  All the cans have been donated to the 
Salvation Army for distribution to needy families 
and our $300 entry fee (thanks Century 21) goes 
directly towards bushfire victim projects. 
Congratulations to Harry Egan, Brandon Nelson, 
Hugh Vezey, Ben Nyhuis, Chloe Cassidy, Josh 
Clark, Georgia Denham, Jack Ashton and Jacob 
Hayles.  Special thanks to our two engineering 
mentor students Jayson and Daryl. 
 

 
What we thought about CANSTRUCTION: 
 
During the Canstruction project we decided to 
build a ute because the topic for this year was 
ñMy Home, Australiaò.  The Canstruction project 
involved a group of schools, primary and 
secondary, across Victoria.  It took us eight hours 
to build the ute and one hour to take it apart.  We 
were lucky enough to have Jay and Daryl 
(engineering students from Monash University).  
They helped us build the ute and they taught us 
skills that we didnôt know.  I learnt that I can build 
a ute out of cans! Special thanks to Century 21 
for donating our entry fee of $300.  This goes 
towards bushfire victim projects and the cans of 
food are all donated to the Salvation Army. 
(Josh Clark) 
 
 To me, Canstruction was good because I 
enjoyed myself. The theme was ñMy Home, 
Australiaò so we built a ute out of cans.  Lots of 
teams from different schools across Victoria 
participated.  All the cans were donated to the 
Salvation Army once we had finished.  We used 
about 2000 cans.  We had lots of help from the 
engineers; we couldnôt have done it without them.  
The engineers, Jay and Daryl, taught us a lot of 
mathematical concepts like circumference, radius 
and pye.  We also learnt some scientific facts 
about gravity and óthe momentô.  We may not 
have won but we had a great time. 
(Jacob Hayles) 
 
We built a Holden ute out of cans because the 
Holden ute was invented in Australia.  The theme 
was óMy Home, Australiaô.  There were about 25 
schools in the competition from Grades 5 to 8.  In 
our ute we used about 2000 cans of food.  It took 
one and a half days (8 hours)!  I was the team 

captain.  Before the óbuild upô we had to learn lots 
of Maths and Science formulas.  We were lucky 
enough to have two fourth year engineering 
students from Monash Uni, Jay and Daryl.  After 
we went home my mum and dad came to have a 
look and help take it down. 
(Harry Egan) 
 

I was so surprised when they said I got into the 
Canstruction group.  I have never done this thing 
before.  I felt good because I was helping the 
people that needed food.  I made lots of friends 
and had fun too.  On Wednesday it was the óBuild 
Offô day.  I was very scared.  Our theme was ñMy 
Home, Australiaò and my group built our ute!  We 
used 2000 cans.  The ute looked great!  It was 
hard to build but we all worked together and we 
all had fun.  I hope they have this next year so 
other people can see how much fun it is to work 
together and make new friends. 
(Chloe Cassidy) 
 

I liked doing the ñMy Home, Australiaò topic.  We 
built a Holden ute.  We didnôt win but we put in 
lots of effort into the Canstruction.  We used 2000 
cans of food.  It was nice having Jay and Daryl to 
help us.  They were engineering students.  It was 
a cool ute.  It took a day and a half to build the 
ute.  We versed 25 schools.  Some teams had to 
donate some cans to Ocean Grove Primary 
School because they only had half a day to build 
their construction.  The best part was we had fun. 
(Ben Nyhuis) 
 

I was glad to hear I got into Canstruction because 
I knew it would be a good experience.  And it 
was.  I learnt so much I didnôt know and I am glad 
I know it now.  The teamôs goal was to build a 
Holden ute and we did!  Every Tuesday the team 
gathered in Mrs Frithôs room and figured out ways 
to build our Holden ute.  We couldnôt have done it 
without the help of Jay, Daryl and Darren, the 
engineering students from Monash University.  
When we finished, the cans went to the Salvation 
Army to help feed people who need it and I was 
glad to know I was helping them survive.  Even 
though we didnôt win I think the team did a great 
effort.  Canstruction was a great and fun 
experience.  I really enjoyed it!!! 
(Georgia Denham) 
 

LIBRARY 
The end of term is approaching quickly so 
reminder notices are now being sent out for those 
children with overdue book/s. 
BOOK CLUB 
An additional Book Club has been sent out this 
month by Scholastic - the Monster Clearance 
catalogue. to ensure that your goods are 
delivered before the end of term could all orders 
be placed no later than next WEDNESDAY 9th 
September.   

¶ UN-NAMED ITEM FROM THE CLICK 
CATALOGUE ISSUE 5, $12 IN VALUE, IS 
STILL WAITING FOR IT'S OWNER!!!! 
Please come and see Mrs Pechar in the 
Library to collect. 

Thank-you , 
Mardi Pechar 



 

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 

Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 
private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 

School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the following 

sponsors. 
 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 

 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 
Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 

members of the school community (with a further 
$250 going to Great Ryrie Primary School).  

Contact Jenny for more information on: 
0433 770 676 

--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 

BAKERSô DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 
the bread requirements for school. 

144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 
--- 

BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 
products and vouchers for all school fundraisers 

and events.  
41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 

--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and commissions 

to GRPS through ENJO with 10% of all sales 
going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 

All Smiles of the Yarra Valley are major 
sponsors of our fundraising events. 

21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 
Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 

www.allsmiles.com.au 
--- 

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant proudly sponsor our 
food fairs and support other school functions! 

17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC  

Phone: (03) 9870 1862  
 

 

 

 
 

HERITAGE OPEN DAY   
Sunday 13

th
 SEPTEMBER 

Noon to 5 pm    
Itôs FREE!!! 

Bring along Family & Friends to 
our treasured Heritage Site at  

Schwerkolt Cottage Museum Complex 
Deep Creek Road, Mitcham  Melway 49 D7 

 

Our attractions are:-   
Art In Bark 
Box Hill Spinners and Weavers 
Button Collectors Club 
Face Painting  (Vermont Lioness Club) 
Fun with Bubbles 
Games for Children                                   
Animal Farm 
Koonung Wood Turners 
K.O. Blacksmiths 
Lace Guild of Victoria 
Melbourne Meccano Club 
Sausage Sizzle (Rotary Club of Forest Hill) 
Yarra Valley Machinery Preservation Society 

 
Special Attractions ï  
Tip Top Tomôs Magic & Balloons 1 pm ï 3 pm 
Crescent City Serenaders  12.30 pm ï 3.30pm 
Old Fashioned Picnic Races  3.30 pm 
 

Tea, Coffee, Cordial supplied 

Whitehorse Historical Society, Inc. 
 

Netball players wanted 
Any girls interested in playing netball for 
Southwood netball club with a birth date of 1999 
to contact Lynda Spicer on 9738 0226 or Cindy 
Hanning on 9879 4420. 



 
 

¶ Hosted by a real fairy 

¶ Lots of prizes for everyone 

¶ Face painting 

¶ Enchanting games 
 

For any enquires call Emma: 

0431 097 086 

  
Heathmont Raiders 

Softball Club  

For the Fun of it  

Players Wanted  
Under 12õs Boys and Girls 

Under 14õs and Under 17õs  

Womenõs C Grade and B Grade 

Womenõs A Reserve and A Grade 
 

When:  
Games are played on Saturdays  

Season starts October 2009  

Come and try training sessions Saturday 5, 

12, 19, 26 September at 10 -11am at 

Home Ground:  
Gilbert Park Softball Ground  

Ferntree Gully Road, Knoxfield  

Contact:  Colin Watkeys, Pre sident ð  

0439 893 244  

Melissa Marshall, Secretary ð  

0410 429 278  
 

Cuddly Bear Child Care 
274 Canterbury Road, Heathmont 

Phone 9729 4042 

OPEN DAY 

Sunday 13 September 

10.00am ð 3.00pm 

Fun day for the kids 

Free sausage sizzle and balloons, jumping 

castle and face painting. 

 

Now accepting enrolments. 

Daily tours; Friendly, caring staff  

 

Maroondah Magic Basketball Club 
Inc. 

Free Training Sessions 
Friday 4th September. 

Time: 4.45pm till 5.30 for 
miniballers 

             5.30 till 6.15pm for 
under 9 upwards. 

 

Where: Maroondah Secondary College 
Stadium, Maroondah Hwy Croydon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Vermont Uniting Community Centre in 
conjunction with Royal Childrenôs Hospital 
has arranged a series of exciting and 
informative presentations on Family Health 
and Development. 
 
Thursday 10

th
 September 2, 2009 at 7.00pm 

How Do I Get My Child To Do What I Want? 
Parenting strategies for primary school aged 
children. 
Speaker:  Leanne Pethick (Royal Childrenôs 
Hospital Integrated Mental Health Program) 
 
To make enquires and/or register please 
telephone: Richard on 0418 341 828 or 
email vermontus@bigpond.com 
 
 
 

 

 

SEPT / OCT SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
ALL SPORT SUPER CLINIC ENTRIES CLOSE THUR 17

th
 

SEPT 
Tennis, Netball, Soccer, Football & Other Fund Games  
Mon 21

st
 Sep, Tue 22

nd
 Sep & Wed 23

rd
 Sept 

Ages 3-6 - 9.30am  - 11.30am   Only $66        Ages 7-13 - 9.30am 
- 12.30pm  Only $99 
 

TENNIS ROUND ROBIN EVENT ENTRIES CLOSE MON 21
st
 

SEPT 
Thur 24

th
 September 9.30am ï 12.30pm         Age Groups ï 8s, 

10s, 12ôs 14ôs Only $25 
 

FREE TRY OUT TENNIS LESSONS MUST CALL TO BOOK 

YOUR PLACE 
Sat 12

th
 Sept 10am till 10.45am 

Mon 14
th
 & Tue 15

th
 Sept 4pm till 4.45pm 

 

INCLUDES CERTIFICATES, SPORTS VOUCHER, TROPHIES, 
MEDALS 
 

Vermont Tennis Club  
Nunkeri Street, Vermont Mel Ref 62 J3 

Limited Spaces Available.  
For Bookings call Adrian on 0417 591 911 
www.mtennis.com.au 

 

mailto:vermontus@bigpond.com


 
 

A fond farewellé. 
 
The time has come to say farewell to all things 
Auskick for yet another season.  And in my case, 
for good! 
 
With a nostalgic flavour to proceedings, and with 
the comfort of knowing one of the ever-caring 
mums had a pocketful of tissues on hand in case 
I teared up like the great Micky OôLoughlan did in 
his last game, I set out to wrap up another fine 
year of footy, food and fun.  Casting and eye to 
the heavens and praying to the footy-gods to give 
us a break for the morning, I was heartened to 
see a great turn out for our break-up.  With 
Bernieôs BBQ in full swing, the snags sizzled 
away in the beautiful winter morning as the kids 
laughed and played on the oval. 
 
And then all hell broke loose and the rain came 
tumbling down!  Alas, after 5 years at the top I 
guess it had to finally happené  The kids looked 
like drowned rats shivering in their boots, but still 
pushed on in a gallant effort to retain the grudge 
match honours.  As much as I enjoyed watching 
the kids just being ókidsô (you canôt play with a 
Gameboy in the rain!), I felt compelled to bring 
things to an end.  This decision was greatly 
enhanced by the numerous parents glaring at me 
from behind the cover of their umbrellas and 
sounds of ótut tutô emanating around the groundé 
 
The kids were ushered under cover for the final 
awards ceremony, with Jacob Mumford and Tom 
Nicoll Sharing the prestigious óCoordinators 
Awardô for 2009 (well done guys!) 
 
And so, that was that.  Presiding over my last 
ever kids v parents grudge match (the kids won 
by the way) on the wettest day on record for our 
Auskick clinic (admittedly record keeping is pretty 
poor).   So what have I achieved over the last 5 
years?  At last count: 
 

¶ Presided over the cooking of 1500 snags (+ 
300 hamburgers) 

¶ Ran 5 motherôs day óbig kickô comps 

¶ Hosted 3 combined clinics with Heatherdale 

¶ Attended 2 clinics at Heatherdale 

¶ Nurtured, supported, cajoled and encouraged 
15 separate coaches 

¶ Argued with 3 parents (1 over cordial 
strength, 1 over excessive mud and 1 over 
my hate for Collingwood) (I think the 
Collingwood and cordial arguments were the 
same) 

¶ Lost 23 Auskick footballs, and finally  

¶ Stood in the middle of the MCG twice, and 
Telstra Dome/Etihad/Docklands stadium 
three times, watching the kids enjoy an event 
they will each remember for years to come. 

 

How well I have done these things is not for me to 
sayé  But I have enjoyed every moment. 
 
But now the time has come to say óadieuô and 
pass the reigns over to the new joint coordinators 
(Mark and Steve).   
 
My thanks to all of the great mums, dads, uncles, 
aunties, grandmas, grandpas and other care-
givers who have helped with tasks along the way.  
Please continue to give your support in years to 
come, for without you the tasks can become too 
much to bear for too few. 
 
Bust most importantly, my thanks to all the kids 
who have turned up each week to make the clinic 
what it is.  You guys are to be admired for you 
determination and effort!   
 
Farewell to all!  And all the best for your future 
football endeavoursé 
 
Sincere regards, 
Shane 

 

                                                               
 
 
 


