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NEWSLETTER  

From the Principal 

 (Students demonstrate the new interactive whiteboards!) 

Interactive whiteboards! 

After over two years of planning and trials we 
have now recommended a supplier for the 
installation of interactive whiteboards across our 
school.  Our plan is to install one of these boards 
in every classroom as well as in the Art Room, 
Music Room, Library and Computer Lab.  The 
use of these boards not only places the computer 
screen on a whiteboard it also enables students 
to access computer software, including the 
internet to demonstrate and explore concepts, 
video conference, share lessons between 
classrooms and practise skills in an interactive on 
screen environment.  Installation of the boards 
should commence next term. 

Production Costume Levy! 

A huge thank you to all those families who have 
already contributed towards the voluntary levy of 
$5 per student (maximum of $10 per family) to  

 

help pay for the costumes in this yearôs 
production.  Parents are asked to make payment 
to the school, via their classroom teacher, for this 
óone offô levy.  Thank you! 

Production Tickets  

Only a few tickets for this yearôs production, 
ñUnder The Big Top!ò are still available.  Tickets 
can be purchased through the school website 
www.greatryrieps.vic.edu.au    

Break A Leg! 

Good luck to all our students performing at the 
George Woods Performing Arts Center in ñUnder 
The Big Topò next week.  It promises to be 
sensational! 

Sports & Performing Arts Centre! 

Documents for the tender of works on the 
construction of our new Sports and Performing 
Arts Center are expected to be completed by the 
end of this month.  It is proposed that associated 
works on the resurfacing of the netball and tennis 
courts will commence shortly.  As well as the new 
gym/hall we hope to refurbish the outdoor 
learning area behind the annex and also 
construct a shelter over the quadrangle stage. 

Principal Takes A Break! 

From August 13 to 27, I will be on leave (chasing 
the warmth in Bali ï my first trip there in fact).  
Barbara Nicoll will be the principal of the school 
during my absence.  I have timed my leave so 
that I can be involved in both performances of 
ñUnder The Big Topò next week.  I look forward to 
returning at the end of the month, after a well-
earned break! 

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your childôs teacher, or contact the school office. 
   

 3
 
August Last Minute Production Reminders  All children 

 4 August Piano Concert     Carolynôs piano students 
 4 August Violin Lessons Recommence   Violin students 

 

Only 3 more sleeps  
PRODUCTION  

TICKETS are selling fast 

Donõt miss out!  
Go to the Great Ryrie website. 

Diary Dates 
 

AUGUST  
Monday 10 óUNDER THE BIG TOPô PRODUCTION 
Tuesday 11 óUNDER THE BIG TOPô PRODUCTION 
Wednesday 12 Recovery day 
Tuesday 18 School Council meeting 
Wednesday 19 Maths competition 
  House Athletics for level 3 & 4 students 
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We donõt 
expect there 

to be any 
seats 

available for 
sale at the 

door. 
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Greening Great Ryrie! 

A big thank you goes out to all the children, 
parents and staff involved in our tree planting day 
last Friday.  Over 500 plants were tenderly placed 
in the ground and the weather has generously 
provided us with the perfect conditions for a great 
success rate.  Special thanks go to those parents 
and teachers who worked hard at organizing the 
day and prepared the soil for the planting. 

Student Safety: 
We have had reports of children crossing the 
roads on scooters without checking for cars.  Four 
children have had near misses in the past week 
and drivers have been concerned enough to 
contact the school.  Teachers will reinforce road 
safety with children in classes but we would 
appreciate it if all parents would discuss traffic 
safety with their children as well. 
 

Wishing you a great three weeks, 
Doug Elliott 
Principal 
ñEvery Child, Every Opportunity, Everydayé 

Everyoneôs Responsibility!ò 
 

Level Reports by Our School Captains: 

(David, Zoe, Ellena and Abbey) 

David: in Level 4 this week, we are focusing on 
the sound of 'y says e' and the prefix ósuperô.  In 
Maths, we are focusing on temperature and 
division.  In Integrated Studies we are learning all 
about the three levels of government and 
continuing to use Publisher to create an 
information brochure.  The students are 
continuing to train for athletics.  On Tuesday the 
Level is attending a performance of 'My Fair Lady' 
at Ringwood Secondary College. 

Ellena: In Level 3 last week, the children have 
been  studying ótwo letter kô as in 'back', they have 
also been working very well on the production. In 
intergraded studies they have been creating 
question cards on ancient lands and in Maths 
they have been learning about mapping. 

Zoe: In level 2 last week they have been very 
busy with production practice, they had fun at the 
dress rehearsal when they saw their costumes. In 
Maths they have been looking at different forms 
of measurement. They have also started to 
explore their questions about how toys work.  

Abbey: In Level 1 last week, the preps learnt the 
letter ózô. They made clown faces using pink icing, 
lollies, biscuits and silver balls. They had tree 
planting day with their buddies and enjoyed 
getting dirty. They are all working really hard with 
their rehearsals and are very excited and looking 
forward to the production. 
Thank you.  
 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
Monday  8.30am ï 9.30am 
Friday  3.20pm ï 4pm 
All items in the secondhand uniform boxes are 
free, thank-you to the families that have already 
donated items of clothing that their children have 
outgrown, we need more windcheaters and 
trackpants, during the colder, wetter months. 
Thank-you, 
Mardi Pechar 
 

 

PFA NEWS 
Next PFA event will be the two Fathersô nights (1

st
 

September A-K) and 2
nd

 September (L-Z).  
Details after the Big production.  
 

Community Notices  

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game é. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and weôll 

let everyone know!! 
 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK  
3 August 2009 

1D - James Allsop 
1J - Angelina Vida 
2E - Camille Page 
2F - Khalid Al-Shawaf 
2H - Callum Rigg 
2J - Scarlett Zhang 
2K - Alan Chan 
2M - Alexander Visser 
2R - Tameka Morris 
2T - Ayden Taggart 
3E -           James Malloy 
3G - Adam Holelley and Jonathan Foo 
3H - Isabel Li 
3M - Chase Allen-Corrone 
3N - Joel Gosbell 
3S - Eh Moo Say 
4B - Erin Marie 
4F - Morrin Weston 
4H - Shanelle Farrell 
4J - Dhanesh Ratudi 
LOTE - Kailah Mifsud (4W) 
PE - Nick Anderson (4J) 
Visual Arts -   Sam Xie (4H) 

 

PE NEWS 
Congratulations to the following students who 
represented Great Ryrie Primary School in the 
Yarra Valley Invitational Cross Country and did so 
well! 4 out of the 9 students took home a medal 
which is a great effort!  
 

U9/10s 
Lauren Kewley - 6

th
 Sam Heron - 34

th
  

  

U11s 
Amber Engelhardt - 3

rd
 Khy Blizzard - 3

rd
  

Chloe Cassidy - 12
th
 Chloe Stevens  - 27

th
  

  

U12s 
TJ Blizzard - 1

st
  David Friend - 2

nd
  

Lachlan Kewley - 6
th
  

 
 
 

 

  



MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA 

2009 ï óUNDER THE BIG 

TOP'      
 

PRODUCTION REMINDERS 
Detailed below is another reminder of what night 
your child will be performing in the Production 
next week: 
Cast 1 ï Monday 10

th
 August 

Grades 1M, 1S, 2F, 2T, 2M, 2K, 3G, 3N, 3S and 
all Level 4 students.  
 

Cast 2 ï Tuesday 11
th

 August 
Grades 1D, 1J, 2E, 2H, 2R, 2J, 3E, 3H, 3M and 
all Level 4 students.  
 

Other students required both nights: 

¶ All Junior and Senior Band students. 

¶ All level 4 Dance Group students. 

¶ All students in the speciality circus act 
items.  

 

Our concerts are now next week!  
1. Monday 10

th
 August ï concert at 

George Woods Performing Arts Centre 
commencing at 7.30 p.m. All students will 
be required to arrive at 6.45 - 7.00 p.m. 
This concert is for all students in Cast 1. 

2. Tuesday 11
th

 August ï concert at 
George Woods Performing Arts Centre 
commencing at 7.30 p.m. All students will 
be required to arrive at 6.45 ï 7.00 p.m. 
This concert is for all students in Cast 2 
 

Please return your form indicating who will be 
picking your child up after the concerts next 
week.  
 

PRODUCTION PHOTOS 
The professional photos of all students taken at 
Dress Rehearsal are now available to order. An 
order form is enclosed in this newsletter and they 
are also available at the office. All photos are on 
display in the corridor near the office and will be 
on display at the theatre on the concert nights.  
 

PRODUCTION DVD 
A professional DVD will also be available to order. 
Both nights will be filmed. Order forms are 
available at the office and will be sent out in next 
weekôs newsletter. Order forms can be picked up 
at the concert nights as well.  
 

PRODUCTION POLO SHIRTS 
Due to the popularity of the Production Polo shirts 
we have decide to provide the opportunity to 
order if you missed out last time. These will be 
cash orders only. If we do not get orders for 50 
t-shirts we will not be able to go through with the 
order and your money will be refunded. Polos can 
be worn as school uniform until the end of 2010. 
Please see the office for your orders. 
 

RAFFLE TICKETS 
Donôt forget to return your óUnder the Big Topô 
raffle tickets to be in the draw.  There are 12 
FANTASTIC prizes to be won. 
If you would like more tickets, contact the office. 
 

PLEASE NOTE PRODUCTION PHOTOS, DVDs, 
RAFFLE TICKETS AND POLO TOPS can all be 
ordered and paid for at the office or at the 
concerts. 

óPRODUCTION TEACHER TREATSô 
This weekôs winner for our óProduction Teacher 
Treatsô was Angelina Vida. She has won a lunch 
outing for 2 to accompany Mrs Nicol on a school 
day outside of the school at an agreed eating 
venue.  
This weekôs treat is for the winner and 3 friends to 
have games in the Hall with Mr. Henson on a 
lunchtime of their choice.  
Tickets are available each day at the start of 
morning recess and lunch from the First Aid 
Room. Price: $1.00 each. 
BE IN IT TO WIN IT!  

 

Instrumental and Band Program 
We have still have a few vacancies in some areas 
of the Instrumental Program. Lessons are 
available for new enrolments with the following 
instruments: 

¶ Piano 

¶ Trumpet 

¶ Trombone 

¶ Bass Guitar 

¶ Keyboard 
Please ask at the office for enrolment forms. 
Regards, Helen Francis.  
 

We wish to thank 
Officeworks- Ringwood 

Scienceworks 
Hardrock Climbing Co  
Marshere ï Heathmont 

Alfreds Homestead 
Sovereign Hill Ballarat 

Demak Timber P/L 
Mitcham Hotel 
Numberworks 

Heathmont Hairdressing 
Curves, Ringwood 
RACV, Ringwood 
Beauty on Ryrie 
All Smiles Café 

For sponsoring our production, 

ñUnder the Big Topò 

OUR FANTASTIC PLANTING DAY: 
Last Friday everyone at Great Ryrie joined in to 
plant over 500 native trees, shrubs and grasses 
around the school oval.  The weather was kind 
and classes óbuddied upô to dig, plant, mulch, 
water and stake our plants.  A HUGE thanks to 
the teachers and parents who helped prepare for 
the day and to Mr Kendall who oversaw 
proceedings on the day.  It was great to see 
smiling faces, great teamwork and a definite 
improvement on planting skills by all.   
Thanks 
Helen Abbott 
 

LIBRARY 
BOOK CLUB 
Book Club Issue 5 July has been placed on-line.  
Delivery should be arriving and will be distributed 
this week. 
BOOK CLUB ISSUE 6 
Book Club Issue 6 order forms have already 
arrived and have been distributed to the grades.  
Could all orders and payment please be at school 
by TUESDAY 18 August. 
Thank-you, 
Mardi Pechar 



CANSTRUCTION IS  HERE !!!!!!  
BRING A CAN FREE 

DRESS DAY 
FRIDAY AUGUST 14 

 
Can you imagine a 
Holden ute made out of 1500 
cans of food? 
Can the Great Ryrie Canstruction 
Team build it? 
YESé. WE  CAN !!!! 
On August 26 and 27 at Monash University, a 
team of 9 Level 4 students will be representing 
Great Ryrie Primary School in the 
CANSTRUCTION ñBUILD OFFò.  They will be 
constructing a 3m X 3m X2m high model of a 
Holden ute made entirely of food cans ï 1500 of 
them!  This fits the set theme ñOur Home 
Australia.ò 
 

Leading up to this, the team will be spending 
many hours on Tuesday afternoons, working 
alongside two Monash University engineering 
students, Jay and Darryl.  Using óGoogle 
Sketchupô, scientific principles and technological 
and engineering processes, the team will 
investigate the best way to create a ute with cans. 
 

Can you help? 
The team needs cans of food to practise building 
their ute. To help with this, Friday 14 August is 
BRING A CAN ï FREE DRESS DAY.  So, if you 
bring a can of food, you may come in free dress.  
All cans must have their labels on them and not 
be dented or opened.  After the Canstruction 
Build Off Day, all cans will be donated to The 
Salvation Army for distribution to families in need. 
 

Thanks to sponsorship by Century 21, our team 
has already raised the $300 entry fee which goes 
directly towards Bushfire Relief Projects.  To 
cover any other expenses and to raise extra 
funds for The Bushfire Relief Projects, the team is 
seeking further sponsorships from the community. 
Please contact the office if you are able to help 
with sponsorship. 
 

Maureen Frith and Helen Abbott 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
Has your child lost his or her reading glasses?  
Please ask them to check the ócollectionô at the 
office.   

 

Reminder 
To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 

Please telephone them direct on: 

0418 571 136 
 

2010 TERM DATES 
Term 1  1 February (students start) to 26 March - 
teachers begin Term 1 on 27 January 
Term 2  12 April to 25 June 
Term 3  12 July to 17 September 
Term 4  4 October to 17 December 

 
 

The Chaplainôs Corner 06/08/09 
ñPersonal journeysò 

Another birthday is coming up for me on Friday. I 
canôt believe the speed in which the years fly by. 
As we get older it seems that life zooms by 
quicker each year. As I think about this I canôt 
help thinking about my journey over the past 
decades. There have certainly been many 
different experiences through my life. Some have 
been exciting and fun. Others have been 
traumatic and draining. However, they are all part 
of what has made me the person I am. 
 

I am sure that as I list a few major points from my 
history, there will be some with which you can 
identify. 
 

I was born in Camberwell, & lived in Syndal, 
Dunolly, Dunkeld, Robinvale & Morwell, before 
moving to Melbourne in 1971. 
I was Dux of Prep at Dunkeld Consolidated 
School [it was all downhill from there ï well not 
really.] 
My Dad was a Methodist minister, and I know that 
Damon Warneôs grandfather was ordained with 
my Dad in 1961. 
I once rolled in my sleeping bag out of my tent 
[before they were closed in] into a creek on a 
scout camp. 
I became a Christian when I was 11, in grade 5, & 
I saved my pocket money for overseas missions. 
When I went to Robinvale Consolidated School, 
an ex-Carlton footballer [John James] taught 
there. 
I was one of 12 boys & 53 girls who were the first 
pupils of a new High School. 
My Dad started Lifeline [Telephone Counselling 
Centre] in Gippsland. 
My parents split up in 1972, when I was 18, my 
sister 15 & my brother 12. 
I studied & became an accountant, then worked 
in administration, payroll & personnel. 
My Dad died of cancer when he was 64, & my 
step-Mum about 12 years later, also of cancer. 
I changed roles & travelled around Victoria, 
visiting churches & schools [for CRE] & running 
holiday programs. 
My family comprises my wife Bonnie [32 years], a 
married son Sam, son Paul & daughter Natalie. 
I started as a chaplain in 2007 at Great Ryrie PS 
& joined the team at Boronia PS in April 2008. 
 

For me, I reckon that the best is always yet to 
come. This part of my life is the most rewarding 
for me, and I am having more fun in this 
óchildhoodô than I had in my first childhood. And 
even though at times it is hard listening to some 
of your stories, your journeys, it is also a very 
deep privilege being in this role, providing a safe 
place for you & your family to go.  
 

I hope you enjoyed my summary & that it wasnôt 
too heavy, but I guess that those of you who 
ójourneyô with me in this article each week are the 
ones who are prepared to read the fun stuff as 
well as the deeper issues. 
Thanks for ólisteningô as I shared my journey with 
you who read this article.   
 

Alan Silverwood ï Chaplain 
[The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal 

Government & Community support. 
This is a voluntary program in our school community.] 

 



PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 

Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 
private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 

School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the following 

sponsors. 
 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 

 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 
Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 

members of the school community (with a further 
$250 going to Great Ryrie Primary School).  

Contact Jenny for more information on: 
0433 770 676 

--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 

BAKERSô DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 
the bread requirements for school. 

144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 
--- 

BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 
products and vouchers for all school fundraisers 

and events.  
41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 

--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and commissions 

to GRPS through ENJO with 10% of all sales 
going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 

All Smiles of the Yarra Valley are major 
sponsors of our fundraising events. 

21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 
Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 

www.allsmiles.com.au 
--- 

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant proudly sponsor our 
food fairs and support other school functions! 

17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC  

Phone: (03) 9870 1862  
 

NETBALL 
Any girls interested in playing netball for 

Southwood and born in 1999 should contact 
Cindy Hanning on 9879 4420. 

 

 

 
Last week we held a special óBring a Friendô day 
at our clinic, showcasing what we do, how we do 
it and ï most importantly ï why we do what we 
do.  The emphasis for the day was on 
participation and having fun, which are 
fundamental principles behind our Auskick clinic.  
Itôs not about how good you can kick a ball or 
handball through a target, but having a go with 
your mates and enjoying the great outdoors. 
 
The response was fantastic, with a number of 
parents going out of their way to comment on how 
well the day worked.   Well done to the kids, 
including those who had never been to our clinic 
before, and especially to the coaching staff and 
the numerous parents who helped out on the day.   
 
We also managed to sell all snags on the day to 
raise some funds for so new equipment for the 
clinic (apologies to anyone who missed out!).  All 
up, we raised over $300 which will allow us to buy 
some portable goal posts (to use at grid matches) 
and some new tackle bags.  Thanks to the mums 
who helped sell the snags and to the master chef 
who cooked all morning!  A great team efforté 
 
This week we return to our normal format as we 
prepare for the end-of-year finale.  All age groups 
will run a standard clinic, so please be ready to 
start by 9.30am.  We only have 4 more weeks to 
go! 
 

**Grid Match update** 
Just a reminder that we are holding two separate 
grid matches this Saturday afternoon at local 
footy games.   
1. The kinders and preppies will play a practice 

match at half time at Aquinas College 
(Ringwood) and need to assemble near the 
front gate at 2.00pm 

2. The Grade ones and twos are playing at half 
time at Heathmont Jets (HE Parker 
Reserve), so will need to assemble near the 
clubroom at 2.000pm.   

If you have any questions, please email 
marlboroughgr.auskick@gmail.com.  And donôt 
forget to wear your footy gear! 
 
Regards,  
Shane 
Email: marlboroughgr.auskick@gmail.com 
Phone: 0411 657 554 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
East Ringwood Cricket Club 

is looking for players for season 
2009/10 

 
We have teams in U10, U12, U14 

and 
U16 age groups 

 
We also run a Milo In2Cricket 

program 
 

Enquiries please contact: 
Nick Kearney ï 0423 202 696 

 

 
KILSYTH DIAMOND 

SOFTBALL CLUB Inc 
Softball & T-Ball 

 

Come and join in the action of 
this fun, fun, fun, of this 

exciting sport.  
 

Players Required 
 

 Girls, Boys, Men and 
Women 

required for the Saturday summer season  
and Friday night T-Ball. 

 

Teams 
Under 10 T-Ball, Under 12ôs, 

Under 14ôs, Under 17ôs, C Grade, 
B Grade, 

A Reserve, A Grade 
 

Positions available in all 
teams.  

No experience necessary.  

 
Please visit Website 

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~diamond/ 
 

Affiliated with 
Knox & District Softball Association 

 

For more information contact  
Peter Fogarty on 9762 9260 or  

email to 
kilsythdiamond@netspace.net.au 

 

Ringwood Uniting Church 
Preschool 

2 Greenwood Ave. 
Ringwood   Vic   3134 

 

ENROL NOW FOR 2010 

3 year old kindergarten 
 

 (Limited places available) 
2 sessions a week for 3 year olds 

 
Our preschool is registered with the 

 Family Assistance Office for the Child Care Rebate 
 

Enquiries are warmly welcomed by contacting 
The Director ï Elizabeth Jones 

 

9870 1707 
 

 

2nd Maroondah Scout Group  

 
2nd Maroondah Joey Scouts  meet on a Thursday 

night between 5.30pm to 6.30pm at the Sco ut 

Hall H.E. Parker Reserve Heathmont Rd 

Heathmont.  

Joey Scouts in the youngest section of Scouts. 

The Joey Scouts learn about themselves, nature, 

helping others and having fun.  

We would like to invite girls and boys between 6 

and 7 years of age to join u s.  
 

 Waratah Cub Scout Pack  meets on a Thursday 

night between 7.00pm and 8.30pm.  Boys and girls 

between 8 and 10 years of age are invited to 

come along and join. 

For more information please contact Ann and 

Geoff Naughtin 0n 9870 2830 after 6.00pm .  
 

 



 
 

  
 

 
 


