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NEWSLETTER 

From the Principal 

 

(www.greatryrieps.vic.edu.au) 
 

Looking Good! 

Our grounds are looking terrific with the greening 
of the school through winter rain and sunshine.  
Congratulations to all our children for keeping on 
top of litter in the yard.  There is very little 
windswept rubbish in our grounds at the moment.  
Let‟s work to keep it that way.  Thanks kids! 

We hope to have the first draft of the tender 
documentation for our new Sports and 
Performance Centre ready within the next few 
weeks.  All documentation should be ready to 
tender by September this year.  We expect 
construction will commence early in 2010. 

Be On Time! 

Parents are reminded that the school day starts at 
8:55 am at Great Ryrie.  We do seem to have a 
lot of children who wander in as late as 9:20am 
and some even as late as 10 or 11am.  Attending 
school all day, every day, is a vital component in 

every child‟s education.  It‟s not okay to be away 
and it is critical to be on time!  The first period of 
the school day is an essential part of setting the 
learning program for the remainder of the day! 

At the same time there are a few children who get 
to school as early as 8:15am.  Staff are not on 
duty until 8:45am.  No children should be in the 
yard before this time unless they are being 
supervised by a parent.  Children arriving prior to 
8:30am should be enrolled in the Before School 
Care Program. 

Production Tickets  

Over two thirds of the tickets for this year‟s 
production, “Under The Big Top!” have already 
been sold.  Tickets went on sale online on the 
school website last Thursday.  Make sure you 
don‟t miss out! Go to www.greatryrieps.vic.edu.au    

Keep Our Website As One Of Your Home 
Pages 

Yesterday the new Canteen Menu was updated 
onto the school website.  We are working to keep 
the site regularly updated with the latest news 
and events from Great Ryrie.  You can make our 
site the home page on the second tab in your 
browser.  Newsletters and other information are 
posted on our website weekly!  Remember, the 
school receives sponsorship dollars every time 
the website is accessed.   

Staffing Changes in Term 4 

I am pleased to advise that we have secured the 
services of three excellent teachers to take on the 
classes taught by Mrs. Moon, Mrs. Dal Pra and 
Mrs. Steer, when they go on Maternity Leave.  1M 
will be taught by Mrs Bolton, 1D will be taught by 
Ms Rosa and 3S will be taught by Mrs. Bell.  
These three teachers will be known to many at 

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your child‟s teacher, or contact the school office. 
   

  22 July  Teaching arrangements for 1M Grade 1M families 

Only 17 more sleeps 
…. 

PRODUCTION  
TICKETS are selling fast 

Don’t miss out  
Go to the Great Ryrie website. 

Diary Dates 
 

JULY  
Friday 24 Fairytale Disco 
Monday 27 Aussie of the Month 
Thursday 30 Production rehearsal (whole school) 
Friday 31 GRPS Tree Planting Day 

Volume 12  Issue 21                      23 July 2009 

Good 
view of 

the 
stage 

from all 

seats 

mailto:great.ryrie.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.greatryrieps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.greatryrieps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.greatryrieps.vic.edu.au/


Great Ryrie as they have each taken on the role 
of substitute teacher in many of our classes in the 
past.   

The classroom programs in these three grades 
will continue as planned for the remainder of the 
school year.  In the meantime Mrs. Moon, Mrs. 
Dal Pra and Mrs. Steer will continue as the 
classroom teachers, until they are ready to go on 
Maternity Leave, later this term or early in Term 4.  

 

Wishing you a great weekend, 

Doug Elliott 

Principal 

ñEvery Child, Every Opportunity, Everydayé 
Everyoneôs Responsibility!ò 

 

Level Reports by Our School Captains: 

(David, Zoe, Ellena and Abbey) 

David: in Level 4 the students have been 
learning the two sounds of 'air' and exploring the 
order of operations and time calculation in Maths.   
The Integrated Studies topic of „Democracy‟ 
began by finding out what the students already 
know about voting/elections, Government, 
Democracy and rules/laws.  This week continues 
with the Artists in Residence program and begins 
with the LAMP (Multicultural Leadership) program 
today.  The „Canstruction‟ team has been chosen 
and they will begin their program shortly.  The 
level will be regularly practising their production 
piece as we count down to the opening night of 
'Under the Big Top'. 

Ellena: In Level 3 last week, the children 
worked hard and learnt lots. In Maths they have 
been revising the basics, addition, subtraction, 
times tables and division, they have also been 
learning about growth.  In spelling they are 
working on „ar‟ and third sound „a‟. They have 
also started a fascinating subject, Ancient 
Egypt. 

Zoe: In Level 2 last week, they started their 
new topic on toys. They brought in toys and 
have started to share them. They are looking 
forward to a talk from a teacher about the toys 
they had when they were younger. In Maths the 
students have been looking at money. They 
have also set their learning goals.  

Abbey: In Level 1 last week, the Preps were 
practising their production song „Roar‟.  They 
learnt about Robber Red and Jumping Jim, the 
letters R and J.  They have also been making 
clown faces.  In Maths they learnt addition with 
dice and adding dots together.  Finally they 
played Snakes and Ladders in groups. 

Thank you.  
 

Competitions!! 
Please be advised that due to our very busy 
schedule both the Australian Maths Competition 
on Thursday 6

th
 August and the ICAS Maths 

competition on Wednesday 19
th
 August will be 

held at 8:00 am in the library. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Instrumental and Band Program 
We have now have some vacancies in a few 
areas of the Instrumental Program. Lessons are 
available for new enrolments with the following 
instruments: 

¶ Piano 

¶ Trumpet 

¶ Trombone 

¶ Bass Guitar 

¶ Keyboard 
Please ask at the office for enrolment forms. 
 
We are very proud that our Senior Band has been 
asked to perform next week as part of Ringwood 
Secondary College‟s Junior Instrumental Concert. 
They will be performing next Thursday 30

th
 July in 

the evening. Well done Senior Band! 
Regards, 
Helen Francis. 
 

LIBRARY 

BOOK CLUB 
Book Club Issue 5 July orders and payment* are 
due back to school no later than next TUESDAY 
28 JULY. The orders will then be placed online 
with delivery expected within 5-7 working days. 
*A reminder if paying by credit card over the 
phone or the internet, please be sure to fill in the 
receipt number and send the order form directly 
to school, then I will place the order of goods on-
line. 
Thank-you for your support, 
Mardi Pechar 

PFA NEWS 
Fairytale Disco 

Friday 24 July 6.30 ï 8.30pm 
Reminders: 
Parents of children in Levels 1 & 2 are 
required to stay with their children. 
Pick up must take place INSIDE the hall. 
Please complete the slip to help us with 
catering…..we don‟t want to run out of sausages! 
Next meeting – 5 August at 7.00pm in the 
staffroom, all welcome. 

 

TREE PLANTING DAY ï FRIDAY JULY 31 
CAN YOU HELP PLEASE? 
If there are any parents who can help us out 
either on the day with planting or beforehand for 
preparation, we would greatly appreciate it.  
Leave your name at the office or contact Helen 
Abbott or Hugh Kendall ASAP. 
Remember to fill in and return your “Buy one for 
school, get one for home” tree plant order form. 
 

PE News 
School Athletics – Wednesday 19 August 
Details will be sent home early next week, 
however, if any parents are able to help out, 
especially with field events, please contact Peter 
Hensen. 

 

  

GREAT RYRIEôS FAIRYTALE DISCO attendance slip 
Friday 24 July 
6.30 ï 8.30pm 

 
 



Community Notices  

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game é. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and weôll 

let everyone know!! 
 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
20 July 2009 

1D - Angus Mual 
1J - Liam Finkbeiner 
1M - India Robinson & Tia Newnham 
1S - Charlie Ross 
2E - Jack Heveren 
2F - Jade Nuttall 
2J - Georgia Keane 
2K - Charlie George 
2M - Amelia Thaw 
2R - Thailah Perrin 
2T - Emily Adams 
3E -           Amber Stelfox 
3G - Stephanie MacDonald 
3H - Raj Patel 
3M - Dylan Smith 
3N - Kee-Lar paw Kyawsi 
3S - Ally Burdett - Costello 
4F - Christopher Pine 
4H - Ebony Lacy 
4J - Courtney Bremner 
4M - JJ Mason 
4W - Taylor Warren 
LOTE - Ellen Gildersleve (2E) 
LOTE (L4) 4M 
PE - Janine Namerian ((2E) 
 

PERFORMING ARTS             
 

 

MUSICAL 

EXTRAVAGANZA 2009 

ï óUNDER THE BIG 

TOP'      
 

PRODUCTION REMINDERS 
Detailed below is another reminder of what night 
your child will be performing in the Production: 
Cast 1 ï Monday 10

th
 August 

Grades 1M, 1S, 2F, 2T, 2M, 2K, 3G, 3N, 3S and 
all Level 4 students.  
 
Cast 2 ï Tuesday 11

th
 August 

Grades 1D, 1J, 2E, 2H, 2R, 2J, 3E, 3H, 3M and 
all Level 4 students.  
 

Other students required both nights: 

¶ All Junior and Senior Band students. 

¶ All Level 4 Dance Group students. 

¶ All students in the speciality circus act 
items.  

 

Listed below is a list of all very important dates 
over the next 4 weeks relevant to the Production: 

1. Friday 24
th

 July – Full day rehearsal at 
Great Ryrie Primary School in the Hall for 
all students in Cast 1, (Monday 10

th
 

August concert).  
2.  Wednesday 29

th
 July – Full day 

rehearsal at Great Ryrie Primary School 
in the Hall for all students in Cast 2, 
(Tuesday 11

th
 August concert).  

3. Thursday 30
th

 July – Full day rehearsal 
at Great Ryrie Primary School in the Hall 
for all students in both casts. This is a 
full Dress Rehearsal. Professional 
photography will take place on this 
day.    

4. Thursday 6
th

 August – Full day 
rehearsal at George Woods Performing 
Arts Centre. For all students in both 
casts. Students will be travelling by bus. 
An excursion notice for this will be sent 
home early next week.  

5. Monday 10
th

 August ï concert at 
George Woods Performing Arts Centre 
commencing at 7.30pm. All students will 
be required to arrive at 7.00pm. This 
concert is for all students in Cast 1. 

6. Tuesday 11
th

 August ï concert at 
George Woods Performing Arts Centre 
commencing at 7.30pm. All students will 
be required to arrive at 7.00pm. This 
concert is for all students in Cast 2 
 

Please watch out for notices that will be 
coming home over the next week regarding 
the Production. These will include permission 
forms for attending the rehearsal at George 
Woods Performing Arts Centre and details 
regarding costumes, hair and make-up. 
 

óPRODUCTION TEACHER 
TREATSô 
This week‟s winner for our 
„Production Teacher Treats‟ was 
Pyper Ross. Pyoer has won 2 
tickets to accompany Miss Francis to a 
production of „High School Musical‟ later in the 
year. 
We are selling tickets this week for a treat with 
Mrs Nicholls. Her treat is a choice of attending a 
Hawthorn football match in the Members Stand or 
a craft session decorating a „memory box‟.  
Tickets are available each day at the start of 
morning recess and lunch from the First Aid 
room. Price: $1.00 each. 
BE IN IT TO WIN IT!  
 

PRODUCTION Polo Tops 
Due to the popularity of the Production shirts we 
have decide to provide the opportunity to order if 
you missed out last time. These will be cash 
orders only. Cost $28.00 NO Eftpos or Credit 
Cards. If we do not get orders for 50 shirts we will 
not be able to go ahead and your money will be 
refunded. The tops may not be available until the 
week of the Production or after. This will depend 
on how long it takes to get another 50 orders. 
Orders must be received by 30/7/09. Please 
see the office if you are interested. 
 
Raffle Tickets 
Don‟t forget to return your „Under the Big Top‟ 
raffle tickets to be in the draw.  There are 12 
FANTASTIC prizes to be won. 
If you would like more tickets, contact the office. 
 

Reminder 
To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 

Please telephone them direct on: 

0418 571 136 



 

School Photos 
We also had special group photos taken which 
are available to be ordered.  They are on display 
outside Mrs Nicoll‟s office.  Cost: $15.00 each.  
There are photos of ---- Junior and Senior 
Band, Junior and Senior Choir, Junior School 
Council, Green Team, Dance Group, Recorder 
Group, Music Captains AND Sports Captains. 
If you would like to place an order, please send 
the correct money to the school office by FRIDAY 
7 August. 
 

Somers School Camp 
 July 28 - 05 August 
Somers School Camp, in operation since 1959, is 
located on 10 hectares of land, which extends 
through coastal bushland to the foreshore and 
spectacular sandy beaches of Westernport Bay. 
Somers Camp operates a state wide program. All 
regions in Victoria are offered residential 
programs over a two year period nineteen regions 
each year. One hundred and sixty children 80 
boys and girls from a large number of schools in a 
particular region attend each nine day camp. The 
camp provides physical, personal and social 
learning experiences and fosters environmental 
awareness for Year 5 and 6 students.  
This year 6 Great Ryrie Primary students are 
attending Somers Camp with Mr Shattock. These 
students are: 

1. Jayden Ilic 4M 
2. Brandon Robinson Sambrooks 4M 
3. Ellie Skurnik 4B 
4. Rachel Burnett 4J 
5. Caleb Lindner 4J 
6. Taylor Warren 4W 

We wish all of our Level 4 students and Mr 
Shattock a wonderful camping experience. 
 

OUR FIRST EVER óCANSTRUCTIONô TEAM 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: Josh Clark, Ben 
Nyhuis, Georgia Denham, Harry Egan, Chloe 
Cassidy, Jacob Hayles, Jack Ashton and Brandon 
Nelson who make our inaugural “Great Ryrie 
Canstruction Teamô.  Over the next two months 
they will work with Mrs Frith, Mrs Abbott and a 
visiting engineering student from Monash 
University to create an imaginative structure to be 
built of cans.  They will compete against other 
school teams at the end of August.  Good Luck! 
 

We wish to thank 
Officeworks- Ringwood 

Scienceworks 
Hardrock Climbing Co  
Marshere ï Heathmont 

Alfreds Homestead 
Sovereign Hill Ballarat 

Demak Timber P/L 
Mitcham Hotel 
Numberworks 

Heathmont Hairdressing 
Curves, Ringwood 
RACV, Ringwood 
Beauty on Ryrie 
All Smiles Café 

For sponsoring our production, 

ñUnder the Big Topò 

The Chaplainôs Corner - 23/07/09 
ñA Higher Power?ò 

How do you respond to higher authority, a higher 
power? I know that my son gets annoyed if he gets 
fined for speeding. He doesn‟t appreciate that the 
higher authority has a bigger picture than his bank 
balance in view. Often, we are suspicious of authority – 
can they be trusted? Do they understand? Sometimes, 
these questions are quite justified. When trust is 
broken, it‟s often a hard road to learn to trust again. 
 

What higher power do you trust? Why do you trust 
them? When I talk about trust with children, we talk 
about earning trust, and learning who to trust through 
our life experiences. Often we can feel alone, without a 
sense of anyone else caring about our situation. We 
think that if this is all there is to life, it sucks! However, 
if there is someone who we can go to, & be accepted, 
be listened to, & feel valued by them, life has a much 
more positive slant to it, & we feel that we have a 
sense of purpose, of meaning in our life. 
 

On a personal note, I have always valued knowing that 
regardless of what is happening in the world, I have 
One who cares about every aspect of my life, and that , 
like every other person, I am valuable. I trust God as 
my Higher Power, because through my life 
experiences, I have come to realise how much He 
wants me to live the best life that I can. 
 

I am also amazed as I consider the universe, the 
intricacy & balance of our environment, and the 
incredible qualities we have as humans. As we learn 
about DNA, or the healing power of herbs, or the mind-
blowing nature of outer space, I can only marvel at the 
way God brought it all into being. Even though I have a 
feeling of how miniscule I am, a mere spot in the 
universe, it gives me a feeling of awe that we are part 
of such an amazing existence. 
 

It also makes me think about how we are always 
learning new things about what we can‟t even see. We 
are discovering things that scientists couldn‟t have 
imagined decades ago. It actually reminds me that life 
is not just about what we can see, the physical or visual 
aspect of life. We have our intellectual side, our 
brainpower, that is like our own mini computer, but far 
more wonderful. We have our emotional side, our 
feelings, which are very personal. We don‟t often 
acknowledge our spiritual side, but this too is an 
important part of who we are.  
 

If there is any part of the above that you would like to 
chat about, please call me or see me at school. As the 
students would tell you, I provide a safe place for 
anything to be worked through. If your journey of 
discovery is a struggle, feel free to contact me. I am 
happy to walk alongside you as we unravel what life 
means for you.  
 

For those parents who have accessed the Chaplaincy 
program at Great Ryrie, you may be interested in a 
dinner held by ACCESS Ministries [who employ our 
Chaplain] on Monday 17 August in the city. You will 
hear many chaplaincy stories from around Victoria, as 
well as enjoying great entertainment and food - contact 
our Chaplain Alan Silverwood by Monday 27th July.   

 

Alan Silverwood – Chaplain 
[The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal 

Government & Community support. 
This is a voluntary program in our school community.] 

 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
Monday  8.30am – 9.30am 
Friday  3.20pm – 4pm 
All items in the secondhand uniform boxes are 
free.  Thank-you to the families that are donating 
items of clothing that their children have 
outgrown.  They are greatly appreciated. 
Mardi Pechar 



 

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 

Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 
private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 

School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the following 

sponsors. 
 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 

 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 
Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 

members of the school community (with a further 
$250 going to Great Ryrie Primary School).  

Contact Jenny for more information on: 
0433 770 676 

--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 

BAKERSô DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 
the bread requirements for school. 

144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 
--- 

BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 
products and vouchers for all school fundraisers 

and events.  
41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 

--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and commissions 

to GRPS through ENJO with 10% of all sales 
going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 

All Smiles of the Yarra Valley are major 
sponsors of our fundraising events. 

21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 
Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 

www.allsmiles.com.au 
--- 

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant proudly sponsor our 
food fairs and support other school functions! 

17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC  

Phone: (03) 9870 1862  
 

Girls Basketball Clinic 
Ringwood Basketball Association is running a 5 
week basketball clinic for girls born 1999 and 
after. The clinic will cater for the raw beginner and 
the more talented players, teaching them 
appropriate skills and fundamentals to improve 
their game. The first Clinic is Sunday 26

th
 July at 

Ringwood Stadium at 3:00 – 4:30. Cost for the 5 
weeks is just $20. For further information, please 
call Joe Egan on 9879 9859 

 

 
 

Marlborough/Great Ryrie Auskick 2009 
Alas, the roller-coaster ride of season 2009 
continues with a combination of highs and lows 
for those who follow our great  game…  A lazy 5 
goals from Fev, a brain fade from Kozy and a 
beautiful return to form by the Hawks over a 
dismal Collingwood.   Does it get much better?  
Obviously those who wear the sacred baggy 
green hope so! 
 

As we head into the final stages of our own 
„season 2009‟, it‟s a real joy to observe how far 
the kids have progressed in not only their 
individual footy skill levels, but also in their ability 
to work together, play as a team and share the 
ball with their team-mates.  Footy is a great way 
to learn hand-eye coordination and basic ball 
skills, but it is also a fantastic platform to learn 
respect and teamwork and to experience first 
hand the power of encouragement from ones 
peers.  Having mum or dad say “well done” is a 
awesome: having a team mate say “great work” is 
inspiring.  Keep it up guys! 
 

**Advance notice - Bring a friend day** 
This year we are introducing a „bring a friend‟ day 
to our clinic, where participants can invite a mate 
or sibling to come along and join in the fun.  This 
event will coincide with our annual „Footy 
Olympics‟ clinic, which is scheduled for Saturday 
1 August.  The clinic will comprise a number of 
fun round-robin activities with a bit of a footy 
flavour and is a great introduction to our Auskick 
program.  You don‟t need to know how to kick a 
footy or bounce a ball – you just need to know 
how to have a lot of fun! 
 

We will also be holding a sausage sizzle to raise 
a few funds for new equipment etc.  So come 
prepared with a gold coin or 2 and bring a mate!  
It‟s that simple… 
 

Regards,  
Shane 
Email: marlboroughgr.auskick@gmail.com 
Phone: 0411 657 554 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Highly recommended by Janine! 
 


