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NEWSLETTER  

From the Principal 

(Our 2009 Production, August 10 & 11, at 
7:30pm) 

Many Thanks! 

A huge vote of thanks needs to be passed on to 
all of the staff and parents who have been 
working on our school production this year.  Miss 
Francis has done a brilliant job of putting the 
production together and has spent many hours 
above and beyond the call of duty, to make sure 
this yearôs performance is another great success.  
However, Helen would be the first to say that this 
would not be possible without the hard work of a 

large and enthusiastic team of volunteers, who 
have contributed their ideas, time and a great 
deal of hard work to prepare props, back-drops, 
costumes, programs, advertising, sponsorship, 
ticketing and to help with the development of the 
script and rehearsal of the students.  Thank you, 
everyone! 

My Production Costume! 

We have been very fortunate this year to receive 
donations of time, money and materials to keep 
the cost of our production to a minimum but we 
have still had to invest in the purchase of many 
items.  As a result parents have suggested and 
School Council has endorsed, a voluntary levy of 
$5 per student (with a maximum of $10 per 
family) to go to costuming for this yearôs 
production.  Parents are asked to now make 
payment to the school, via their classroom 
teacher, of this special voluntary levy.  Thank you! 

Production Tickets  

Most of the tickets for this yearôs production, 
ñUnder The Big Top!ò have already been sold.  
Tickets are available through the school website 
www.greatryrieps.vic.edu.au    

Interactive whiteboards! 

We have the latest in interactive whiteboard 
technology on trial in our Library for the next few 
days.  We have had a demonstration by the 
vendor for all staff and teachers have been 
exploring its use with their classes. Parents are 
invited to drop in after assembly next Monday to 
see and try out the whiteboard for themselves.  

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your childôs teacher, or contact the school office. 
   

  24 July  Production Costume Arrangements  All grades 
  27 July  Level 4 2010 Camp   Year 4 & 5 students 
  27 July  ñCanstructionò    Selected students 
  27 July  House Athletics   Level 3 & 4 students 
  27 July  ñMy Fair Ladyò excursion  Level 4 students 
  28 July  Invitational Cross Country  Selected students 
  28 July  Whole school Production rehearsal All grades 

Only 10 more sleeps  
PRODUCTION  

TICKETS are selling fast 
Donõt miss out!  

Go to the Great Ryrie website. 

Diary Dates 
 

JULY  
Friday 31 GRPS Tree Planting Day 
 

AUGUST calendar included in this 

newsletter  
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Good 
view of 
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stage 

from all 
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We intend to use our $200,000 government grant 
to install these whiteboards, throughout the 
school, by the start of next year!  Parents on 
School Council and members of our ICT 
committee are also asked to drop in to try out the 
whiteboard at their earliest convenience. 

All The Best! 

Good luck to all our students representing Great 
Ryrie at the Yarra Valley Grammar Invitational 
Cross Country this Friday. 

Wishing you a great weekend, 

Doug Elliott 

Principal 

ñEvery Child, Every Opportunity, Everydayé 
Everyoneôs Responsibility!ò 

Level Reports by Our School Captains: 

(David, Zoe, Ellena and Abbey) 

David: in Level 4 This week the Level 4 students 
have been learning the sound of 'igh' and the 
prefix 'sub'.  We are focusing on preparing the 
students for their portfolio task of an exposition by 
exploring the concepts of fact and opinion, ówhat 
is an issue?ô  and expressing a point of view.   In 
Maths, we have been learning to use 
thermometers, about temperature and performing 
basic experiments, collecting data and recording 
the details on a line graph.  In our Democracy 
unit, we are learning about the three levels of 
government and the responsibilities of each.  We 
are transferring our research to a publisher 
document in the form of a six panel brochure.  
The LAMP program continued on Monday and 
the Artist in Residence Program on Tuesday.  
Wednesday was an all day rehearsal, Thursday 
production photo day, Friday is tree planting and 
Athletics training.  All in all - a busy week! 

Ellena: In Level 3 the children have been 
working very hard on the up-coming production. 
They have also started on an Ancient 7 Wonders 
project where they chose one wonder to study. In 
Maths the students have been working hard on 
vertical subtraction. 

Zoe: In Level 2 last week some parents came 
and talked about the toys they had when they 
were younger. In Maths they are still looking at 
money. They been very busy practising for the 
production 

Thank you.  

School Photos 
We also had special group photos taken which 
are available to be ordered.  They are on display 
outside Mrs Nicollôs office.  Cost: $15.00 each.  
There are photos of ---- Junior and Senior 
Band, Junior and Senior Choir, Junior School 
Council, Green Team, Dance Group, Recorder 
Group, Music Captains AND Sports Captains. 
If you would like to place an order, please send 
the correct money to the school office by FRIDAY 
7 August. 
 

Competitions!! 
Please be advised that due to our very busy 
schedule both the Australian Maths Competition 
on Thursday 6

th
 August and the ICAS Maths 

competition on Wednesday 19
th
 August will be 

held at 8:00 am in the library. 
 

TOMORROW é.FRIDAY JULY 31 
TREE PLANTING DAY 

CAN YOU HELP PLEASE? 
If there are any parents who can help us out 
either on the day with planting or beforehand for 
preparation, we would greatly appreciate it.  
Leave your name at the office or contact Helen 
Abbott or Hugh Kendall ASAP. 
 

LIBRARY 

BOOK CLUB 
Book Club Issue 5 July has been placed on-line. 
Delivery should be within 5-7 working days, 
thank-you for your orders. 
Thank-you for your support, 
Mardi Pechar 

PFA NEWS 
Thank you ï to all the PFA members and parents 
who helped at the Disco last week.  All the kids 
had a great night!  Thank you also to Tony and 
his staff at Bakers Delight in Heathmont for once 
again supporting our school with his donation of 
bread. 
Next meeting ï 5 August at 7.00pm in the 
staffroom, all welcome. 

 

Community Notices  

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game é. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and weôll 

let everyone know!! 
 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK  
27 July 2009 

1D - Yili Fu 
1J - Cooper McAuley 
1M - Declan Magee 
1S - Caspar Witherspoon 
2E - Elizabeth Houghton 
2F - Cody Wilton 
2H - Ellijay Dorn 
2J - Alanah Potter Cook 
2K - Chevy Northe 
2R - Eh Wah Thaw 
2T - Ben Farrell 
3E -           Lauren Clements 
3G - Natasha Ashcroft 
3H - Hamish Byrne 
3M - Xavier Schneider 
3N - Rafa Hossain 
3S - Tom Collins 
4B - Connor Spencer-Keeble 
4F - Chloe Cassidy 
4H - Jas Kaur 
4J - Abbey Heron 
4M - Ruby Charles 
4W - Thomas Brown 
LOTE - Darcy Jacobs (3G) 
PE - Christie Giang (4M) 
Performing Arts ï Laura Milton (1S) and Andrew 
   Bialecki (4B) 
Visual Arts -   Ellen Gildersleve (2G) 
 

Reminder 
To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 

Please telephone them direct on: 

0418 571 136 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 

JULY AUSSIE OF THE MONTH 
Maddie Leigh 

 

 
This Aussie of the Month is a Level 2 student who 
is cheerful, considerate and caring.  She always 
considers the feelings of others and is willing to 
lend a hand to anyone in need.  This Aussie of 
the Monthôs persistence and enjoyment of 
learning is a joy to see.  She sets a wonderful 
example to her peers in all areas at school. Her 
smile lights up our classroom, and she is always 
trying to make others in her class smile.  The way 
that she upholds her classô óNever give upô norm 
is an inspiration and she is definitely a wonderful 
óGreat Ryrie girlô.  Congratulations Maddie! 
 
 

We wish to thank 
Officeworks- Ringwood 

Scienceworks 
Hardrock Climbing Co  
Marshere ï Heathmont 

Alfreds Homestead 
Sovereign Hill Ballarat 

Demak Timber P/L 
Mitcham Hotel 
Numberworks 

Heathmont Hairdressing 
Curves, Ringwood 
RACV, Ringwood 
Beauty on Ryrie 
All Smiles Café 

For sponsoring our production, 

ñUnder the Big Topò 

MUSICAL  

EXTRAVAGANZA 2009 ï 

óUNDER THE BIG TOP'      
Detailed below is another reminder of 

what night your child will be performing in the 
Production: 
Cast 1 ï Monday 10

th
 August 

Grades 1M, 1S, 2F, 2T, 2M, 2K, 3G, 3N, 3S and 
all Level 4 students.  
 

Cast 2 ï Tuesday 11
th

 August 
Grades 1D, 1J, 2E, 2H, 2R, 2J, 3E, 3H, 3M and 
all Level 4 students.  
 

Other students required both nights: 

¶ All Junior and Senior Band students. 

¶ All level 4 Dance Group students. 

¶ All students in the speciality circus act 
items.  

Listed below is a list of all very important dates 
over the next 4 weeks relevant to the Production: 

1. Thursday 6
th

 August ï Full day 
rehearsal at George Woods Performing 
Arts Centre. For all students in both 
casts. Students will be travelling by bus. 
Monday 10

th
 August ï Concert at 

George Woods Performing Arts Centre 
commencing at 7.30 p.m. All students will 
be required to arrive at 7.00 p.m. This 
concert is for all students in Cast 1. 

2. Tuesday 11
th

 August ï Concert at 
George Woods Performing Arts Centre 
commencing at 7.30 p.m. All students will 
be required to arrive at 7.00 p.m. This 
concert is for all students in Cast 2. 

Please return your excursion permission form 
for attending the rehearsal at George Woods 
Performing Arts Centre asap. Please note 
there is no cost for the bus. The school is 
covering these costs.  
 

óPRODUCTION TEACHER TREATSô 
This weekôs winner for our óProduction Teacher 
Treatsô was Chevy Northe. He has won 2 tickets 
to accompany Mrs. Nicholls to a Hawthorn 
football match in the Members Stand.   
We are selling tickets this week for a treat with 
Mrs Nicol!  Her treat is for you and a friend to 
have lunch with her on a school day outside of 
the school at an agreed eating venue.  
Tickets are available each day at the start of 
morning recess and lunch from the First Aid 
Room. Price: $1.00 each. 
BE IN IT TO WIN IT!  
 

PRODUCTION T-SHIRTS 
Due to the popularity of the Production t-shirts we 
have decided to provide the opportunity to order if 
you missed out last time. These will be cash 
orders only. If we do not get orders for 50 t-shirts 
we will not be able to go through with the order 
and your money will be refunded. The t-shirts 
may not be available till the week of the 
Production.   
Please see the office for your orders. 
 

RAFFLE TICKETS 
Donôt forget to return your óUnder the Big Topô 
raffle tickets to be in the draw.  There are 12 
FANTASTIC prizes to be won. 
If you would like more tickets, contact the office. 

 

Congratulations to TJ and 
Khy Blizzard and David 
Friend for doing 
fantastically well in both  
the school State Cross 
Country and the Little 
Aths State Cross Country 
last Friday and Sunday. 
  

On Sunday, Khy and 
David received a silver 
State Team medal with 
David coming 4th and Khy 
in 17th place in the U11s 
and TJ came 9th in the  
U12 boys race. Well done! 
boys! 

 



Education Maintenance Allowance 
Instalment Two 
The second instalment of the Education 
Maintenance Allowance (EMA) payment is due 
from mid August onwards for those 
parents/guardians who have chosen the EFT 
payment option on their application form at the 
start of the year. 
Parents and guardians who lodged an EMA 
application at the beginning of the year do not 
need to lodge another EMA application to 
receive the second instalment EMA payment. 
Any parent/guardian wishing to change from a 
cheque payment to an EFT payment will need 
to submit a new application form to the school 
for processing.  Applications close on 7 August 
2009.  
Parents/guardians who have chosen the 
cheque payment option will receive their 
payment from late August / early September. 
 

Further information can be obtained from: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/lifeatsch
ool/ema/default.htm  
Contact: School Office for application form and 

further information 
 
 

The Chaplainôs Corner 30/07/09 
 ñWhat do we do with our life?ò 

 

 Quotes about life & purpose: 
ñDo what you can, with what you have, where you 
are.ò [Theodore Roosevelt] 
ñWe ourselves feel that what we are doing is just 
a drop in the ocean. But the ocean would be less 
because of that missing drop.ò[Mother Teresa] 
 

In the media recently, there have been disturbing 
stories of young people who have no hope left, so 
they take the step that has no return trip ï they 
take their life. This is one of the greatest tragedies 
of life, when people are in such despair that they 
see no light in their blackness, no way out of their 
dark place. Even those who have loving families 
sometimes choose this way out, and this leaves 
much grief & many unanswered questions. 
 

Often, we feel distressed when our plans donôt 
work out. Our sense of purpose is shattered if our 
expectations are not going to be realised. How do 
we cope with such disappointment? What do we 
do with life when it skews off the path that we 
want to go, regarding family relationships, 
friendships or work aspirations? 
 

Many of us donôt like to ask for help. We think that 
others will see us as weak, or will judge us. We 
feel like we are on our own, that no-one else is 
experiencing the things that we feel. There are 
ALWAYS others who are on a similar journey. 
There are ALWAYS those who can listen to us 
and support us. Many people feel so lonely, that 
nobody cares. All they need is to reach out a 
hand to a trusted friend or counselor who can 
guide them through the dark places. 
 

We all long to feel good about ourselves, 
regardless of our circumstances, to be confident 
in the knowledge that we are valuable people, 
even when life sucks. If we remember our value, 
then we will make choices based on this truth, 

rather than on our feelings, which can be very 
fragile and changeable.  
 

Please make sure that there is ALWAYS at least 
one significant adult with which you can share 
from your heart. It may be a close friend, or a 
family member, a counselor, or a chaplain. 
Everyone needs a lifeline. 

Alan Silverwood ï Chaplain 
 [The Chaplaincy program is funded through the 

Federal Government & Community support. This is a 
voluntary program in our school community.] 

 

Helpful contact numbers: 
Lifeline [counselling] 131114,  
Beyond Blue [depression] 1300 22 4636, 
Suicide Line 1300 651 251 
Kids Helpline 1800 55 1800   
 

Competition Results 
Congratulations to the following students on their 
achievement in the following ICAS competitions: 
Computer Skills 
Year 3 
Participation: Matthew Adams, Luke Mitchell, 
Jonathan Murphy, Tony Ng 
Credit: Finn Murray, 
Distinction: Laura Knipping, Alan Wu 
Year 4 
Participation: Matthew Egan, Yuot Gai, Trey 
Braione, Isabel Li, Raj Patel, Ellen Vezey 
Year 5 
Participation: Khy Blizzard, Stewart Bradshaw, 
Stephen Dang, Gai Wal Gai, Jas Kaur 
Credit:  Angus Cooke, Monie Huynh, Jack 
McDonald, Hugh Vezey 
Year 6 
Participation: Mia Allen , T.J. Blizzard,  
Credit: Andrew Bialecki, Chloe Huynh, Hamish 
Lord 
Distinction: Sam Xie 
Science 
Year 3 
Participation: Flinn de Betue 
Credit: Laura Knipping, Finn Murray 
Distinction: Matthew Adams, Oscar Colosimo, 
Joshua Lord 
Year 4 
Participation: Isabel Li, Ellen Vezey 
Year 5 
Participation: Khy Blizzard, Stewart Bradshaw, 
Stephen Dang, Amber Engelhardt, Jack 
McDonald, Chloe Stephens, Hugh Vezey 
Year 6 
Participation: T.J. Blizzard, Chloe Huynh 
Credit: Sam Xie 
High Distinction: Hamish Lord 

 
Instrumental and Band Program 
We have still have a few vacancies in some areas 
of the Instrumental Program. Lessons are 
available for new enrolments with the following 
instruments: 

¶ Piano 

¶ Trumpet 

¶ Trombone 

¶ Bass Guitar 

¶ Keyboard 
Please ask at the office for enrolment forms. 
Regards, 
Helen Francis.  
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PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 

Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 

private advertiser. 
No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 

School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the following 

sponsors. 
 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 

 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 
Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 

members of the school community (with a further 
$250 going to Great Ryrie Primary School).  

Contact Jenny for more information on: 
0433 770 676 

--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 

BAKERSô DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 
the bread requirements for school. 

144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 
--- 

BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 
products and vouchers for all school fundraisers 

and events.  
41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 

--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and commissions 

to GRPS through ENJO with 10% of all sales 
going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 

All Smiles of the Yarra Valley are major 
sponsors of our fundraising events. 

21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 
Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 

www.allsmiles.com.au 
--- 

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant proudly sponsor our 
food fairs and support other school functions! 

17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC  

Phone: (03) 9870 1862  
 

Junior Domestic Basketball 
Spirit Magic Basketball Club is having its Registration 
day on 8

th
 August. Spirit Magic has teams for Boys and 

Girls to join at any skill level and age group. Games are 
played on Saturdays and training is once a week after 
6:00 at local courts (Parkwood and Yarra Valley 
Grammar). Spirit Magic Basketball Club has been 
formed so that children can have an opportunity for 
play and recreation which will be directed towards the 
development of their abilities and their Christian 
attitude towards others. For further information, please 
call Joe Egan on 9879 9859 

 

 
Marlborough/Great Ryrie Auskick  2009  

Bring a friend this week  
óFooty Olympicsô. 

 

In the interest of fun, footy and friends, and the 
progression of our great game via the younger 
generation, this week sees the return of the great 
óFooty Olympicsô extravaganza.  And what better 
way to enjoy a round of great games and 
activities than with a friend?  All non-registered 
players are welcome to come along and join in 
the fun.  No football experience is necessary ï in 
fact, itôs probably better if you donôt have any at 
all!  So come one and all, new and old, beginner 
and seasoned veteran, and join in the fun as we 
celebrate all things footballé 
 

The format is simple: kids are placed into teams, 
they participate in some fun but often truly bizarre 
games, they each have a turn and the winning 
team gets a small prize.  How simple is that??  
Please be on time and ready for a prompt 9.30am 
start.  Come rain, hail or shine ï itôs sure to be a 
great event. 
 

**Sausage Sizzle fundraiser** 
Donôt forget to bring a couple of $2 coins and buy 
a snag to support our fundraiser on Saturday.  
We are aiming to buy some extra tackling 
equipment for the kids to use during the year (as 
requested by the kids themselves) so please help 
us in our endeavours.  Yummé. 
 

**Grid game update** 
We have secured half-time grid matches for the 
kinder/preps (Aquinas College) and grade 
ones/twos (Heathmont Jets) on Saturday 8 
August.   A notice will be sent out shortly, but 
please pencil the date into your diaries. 
 

**editors noteé. 
You will notice the absence of any mention of the 
results from last weekôs órivalry roundô in this 
weekôs newsletter update.  The reason is simple: I 
am taking a leaf out of Fevôs book and have 
decided to officially sulk.  (I also extend the offer 
to sulk to the numerous Hawthorn, Essendon and 
Bulldogs supporters at our clinic.)   
So there.  We looked pathetic, played pathetic 
and now we sit down and sook about it.  End of 
storyé (A special thankyou to all my fellow 
Carlton supporters who so graciously stood by my 
side last Saturday and endured 15 seconds of 
booing from the rest of the clinic.  You made me 
proud!) 
 

Regards, Shane 
Email: marlboroughgr.auskick@gmail.com 
Phone: 0411 657 554 
 

Any girls interested in playing netball for 
Southwood and born in 2000 should contact 

Cindy Hanning on 9879 4420. 
 



 
 

 

 
 


