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NEWSLETTER 
 

From the Principal 

 

(Above: Circus Excursion Last Week!) 

Production T-Shirts 

We are very excited to be able to offer a special 
one off run of t-shirts celebrating this year‟s 
school production, “Under The Big Top”. Orders 
close tomorrow.  These t-shirts will be part of 
school uniform and can be worn as such by 
students throughout the rest of 2009 and all of 
2010. 

Thank you to everyone for their massive support 
of our production.  The amount of work being 
done in preparation by parents, children and staff 
is enormous.  Last week‟s whole school excursion 
to the circus was magnificent and our production 
next term promises to be nothing less! 

Last Day Of Term: 

Tomorrow, Friday June 26, is the last day of term 
2.  Children will be dismissed from their 
classrooms at 2:30pm.  There will be a brief 
assembly in the quadrangle at 9am. 

Building The Education Revolution: 

This week I have been involved in several 
meetings regarding the proposed building works 
for Great Ryrie Primary School under the Federal 
Government Economic Stimulus Package and 

Building the Education Revolution Reform.  
School Council is almost ready to assign a 
government approved architect to manage our 
project under the guidance of the Eastern 
Metropolitan Regional Office of the Department of 
Education and Early Childhood Development. 

The upshot for us is that we can expect projects 
costing at least $2.66 Million (including the 
installation of interactive whiteboards across the 
school) to be commenced before the end of this 
year.  This is a very exciting time for our school 
community! 

Mid Year Reports 

Mid Year Reports will be sent home with your 
child this Friday.  My thanks go to the Level 1 
teaching team, which held Mid Year Interviews 
with parents on Wednesday night.  We are very 
fortunate to have a talented and dedicated staff at 
Great Ryrie who always put the education of 
every child first in everything they do.   

There are of course no Mid-Year Interviews for 
children in Levels 2-4, as these children had 3-
Way Conferences at the end of Term1.  Parents 
are reminded that they can request an interview 
with their child‟s teacher at any mutually 
convenient time, throughout the year. 

Final Reminder: Prep Enrolments for 2010:  

Anyone seeking to enrol their child in Prep next 
year needs to have their enrolment form lodged at 
the school office tomorrow, Friday June 26, 2009.  

Reminder: Whooping Cough 

Due to the recent resurgence of Whooping Cough 
in the Australian community, parents of children 
who have not been immunized are advised that 
they are required to keep their children at home if 
we have an incidence of Whooping Cough at the 
school.  In the meantime all parents are asked to 
ensure the school is updated with the current 
immunization status of their children and to inform 

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your child‟s teacher, or contact the school office. 
   

  22 June  Maroondah Regeneration Project All families 
  22 June  Visit by South Gippsland SC Band Senior Band students 

 

Have a good, relaxing break. 
 

See you back at school on  
Monday 13 July. 

Diary Dates 

JUNE 
Friday 26 Free dress 

  Last day of term 

JULY calendar included in this week’s newsletter 
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We wish to thank 
Officeworks- Ringwood 

Scienceworks 
Hardrock Climbing Co  
Marshere – Heathmont 

Alfreds Homestead 
Sovereign Hill Ballarat 

Demak Timber P/L 
Mitcham Hotel 
Numberworks 

Heathmont Hairdressing 
Curves, Ringwood 
RACV, Ringwood 
Beauty on Ryrie 
All Smiles Café 

 

For sponsoring our production, 

“Under the Big Top”  

Mar 

the school of any suspected case of Whooping 
Cough occurring in their family. 

Wishing you a great school break, 

Doug Elliott 

Principal 

“Every Child, Every Opportunity, Everyday! 
Everyone’s Responsibility!” 

Level Reports by Our School Captains: 

(Abbey, Zoe and Ellena) 

Ellena: In Level 3 this week, the children have 
been presenting their human body projects to the 
class.  They had to get up in front of the class and 
teach each other about the human body.  In 
Maths they have been focusing on addition and 
trading, they have also been bridging to ten. In 
English they have been studying plurals. 

The Level 3's also went to the circus on the whole 
school excursion, which of course they loved. It 
was great for them to have this experience and 
they learnt a lot by going. They are now looking 
very much forward to the production and will be 
rehearsing very hard throughout the next few 
weeks. 

Zoe: In Level 2, the children have been writing 
about their trip to the circus. Also they have 
written about their favorite act. They all enjoyed 
the circus a lot. In Maths they have been looking 
at different shapes in the school environment. 
This week they are looking forward to making 
their meals for their class. They all worked very 
hard this week. Well done! 

Abbey: In Level 1 last week, the Preps went to 
the circus, which they all enjoyed.   They were all 
engaged in the acts so much that they forgot to 
applaud after an amazing act.  They learnt the 
letter “L” and each grade made a collage of zoo 
animals.  They brought their favorite healthy food 
recipe to school for „Show and Tell‟ and finally 
they have been making groups of ten with 
animals.  

See you on Friday for a great assembly! Thank 
you.  

 

REMINDER 
„Come Dressed for Sport‟ 

TOMORROW 
Friday 26 June 
$2 coin donation to receive raffle 
ticket in VSSA State Teams Raffle. 

 

 
 

Some Exciting Happenings in Level 4 in 
Term 3, 2009: 

In Third Term, we will be working alongside 
the Migrant Information Centre in delivering 
two innovative programs which will both 
enhance our understandings of 
„multiculturalism‟ and support our Refugee 
students. 
 

Artist In Residence: All Level 4 students will be 
involved in a 6 week „Artist In Residence‟ program 
where a professional artist, Victoria 
Schnaedelbach,   will be working alongside Mrs B 
and  the students on a special „Art Journey‟.  The 
students will explore and create artworks on the 
theme of “A Life Journey”, investigating where 
they have come from, where they are now and 
where to from here. These sessions will take 
place in the Art Room. 
 

Leadership and Multicultural Programs 
(LAMP):  The Migrant Information Centre will 
provide 3 information sessions on cultural topics 
to all Level 4 students to enhance their 
understanding of diverse cultures. Interested Year 
5 students will then be invited to apply for a 
position in a „Leadership Training Program‟.  A 
maximum of 12 students will be selected to 
receive 2 half days of training. These students will 
then work alongside representatives from the 
Migrant Information Centre to plan and run 
activities to promote cross-cultural understanding 
in our school. 
 

Canstruction: 
Students interested in Maths, Science, 
Technology, Engineering and helping the 
community will be invited to apply for a place 
on our first-ever Great Ryrie PS 
“CANSTRUCTION TEAM‟.  This team of 5-10 
students will be involved in the planning, 
designing and building of a „canstruction‟ 
using only cans of food!  This team will work 
alongside engineering students from Monash 
University and will have only 4 weeks to put 
their design into place before the special 
„Build Up‟ day to be held at Monash University 
at the end of August.  Students selected to be 
in our „Canstruction‟ team will be expected to 
be available for „after school‟ sessions to 
work on their design. 
 

If you have any questions please see Mrs 
Abbott or the Level 4 teachers. 

 
 
 
 

The Chicken Wing 
Thank you to all the families who have looked 
after the chickens during the term.  If anyone 
could look after them for the weekends over the 
holidays please see Mr MacCartney or contact 
the office. 

 

 

  



 
 
                                           
   All Term 3 tuition fees and instrumental hire 
fees are now due. If you have not already paid, 
please pay by the end of the first week of Term 3. 
If you are not continuing you must inform the 
instrumental teacher or myself this week. If you 
do not contact us we will assume you are 
continuing and all fees will be due by Friday 17

th
 

July.   
Regards, 

Helen Francis.  
 

PFA NEWS 
Up-coming Diary Date 

24th July - Fairytale Disco….. get your costumes.  
 

The Chaplain’s Corner 25/06/09 
“101 positive and FUN! ideas that foster 

inner peace.” Part 2 
I received a wonderful letter from a Mum after the 
first 20 ideas in April. Here is the second 
instalment. This time you have the holiday weeks 
to have a go at ticking off some of them. May you 
enjoy doing them, not feeling any pressure, but 
gaining a sense of achievement as you work 
through them. Joan Baez [American folk singer], 
said, “Action is the antidote to despair.” Have fun! 
 

 Tell your friends you love them. 
 Love yourself unconditionally.  
 Drive slowly. Time is on your side.  
 Only eat fresh, real food.  
 Say thank you at least 200 times a day.  
 Open doors for strangers and thank them 

for walking through.  
 Listen twice as much as you speak.  
 Meditate daily. Enjoy the silence.  
 Sit under a tree.  
 Play with your kids. Laugh! Be silly!  
 Walk barefoot for an entire weekend… 

especially outside.  
 Get up early and listen to the birds as 

they welcome the rising sun.  
 Sit in the sun without sunscreen for a few 

hours a day. Soak in the vitamins and the 
energy.  

 Listen to music that makes you feel like 
dancing. Dance even if people are 
watching.  

 Talk to your neighbours.  
 Surprise someone with a helping hand.  
 Learn a new language… start with “Hello! 

Nice to meet you!”  
 Try something new today.  
 Sit on a different seat or sleep on the 

other side of the bed. It‟s good to get a 
different perspective.  

 Make a peace flag and place it on your 
front lawn.  

 

See you next term, and may you know inner 
peace as you find some things that bring a real 
blessing for you and your family. 
 

Alan Silverwood – Chaplain 
[The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal 

Government & Community support. 
This is a voluntary program in our school community.] 

 
 
 

“Under the Big Top” Ticket. 
This year we are using a new ticketing system.  A 
letter will be going out with the first newsletter of 
next term, outlining the process.  The seating plan 
will be available via a link on the Great Ryrie 
Primary School website from Thursday 16 July at 
4.00pm.  This gives you the opportunity to pick 
your seats and pay for them with a credit card 
and then print your tickets.  If you don‟t have 
access to the internet maybe a friend can assist.  
If this is not possible, tickets can be processed via 
the office, as a last resort, for the same booking 
fee. Prices are $16.50 for Adults, $13.50 for 
Senior‟s and Health Care card holders. and $11 
for children up to 15 years.  All children over 12 
months must have their own seat.  Each 
transaction will have a booking fee of 50c only, no 
matter how many tickets are bought at one time. 
 

Community Notices 

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game …. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and we’ll 

let everyone know!! 
 

SAFETY HOUSE PROGRAM 
The Great Ryrie Primary School  
Safety House Committee is in  
danger of collapse. 
 

Three of the members with 7 years each have 
to move on with other projects and we need 
urgent assistance to keep the committee 
going.  It is not a big „time‟ commitment, so 
please leave your details with Yvonne at the 
office.   

OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD NEEDS 

YOU! 
 

It‟s been a busy term in PE 
 

 

Students practising their sprinting 
 

Instrumental and band program 
 
 
 

 

Students throwing Badminton Birdies 

 



 

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 

Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 

private advertiser. 
No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 

School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the following 

sponsors. 
 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 

 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 
Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 

members of the school community (with a further 
$250 going to Great Ryrie Primary School).  

Contact Jenny for more information on: 
0433 770 676 

--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 

BAKERS‟ DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 
the bread requirements for school. 

144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 
--- 

BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 
products and vouchers for all school fundraisers 

and events.  
41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 

--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and commissions 

to GRPS through ENJO with 10% of all sales 
going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 

All Smiles of the Yarra Valley are major 
sponsors of our fundraising events. 

21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 
Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 

www.allsmiles.com.au 
--- 

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant proudly sponsor our 
food fairs and support other school functions! 

17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC  

Phone: (03) 9870 1862  
 

HEATHMONT JETS Junior Football Club 
Happy 40

th
 Birthday Invitation 

All past players, coaches, officials and families of 
the Heathmont/Heatherdale Junior Football Club 
to celebrate the 40

th
 year of the club. 

Saturday 27 June at Heatherdale Reserve,  
Purches Street at 7.30pm. 

Cost $20 per person 
Full Spit Roast Dinner (adults only) 

RSVP: 17 June 
Contact Marty Sverns 9720 8112/0409 499 233 

sverns@bigpond.net.au 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Attached to this newsletter is the new price list 
effective from next term, 13 July.   
 
 

Reminder 
To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 

Please telephone them direct on: 

0418 571 136 
 
 

 
Marlborough/Great Ryrie Auskick 
2009**Combined SuperClinic** 

 
ANOTHER GREAT EVENT 

The rain held off, the snags were cooked to 
perfection and the cordial mixed like a cocktail 
from the most fancy of cocktail venues 
imaginable.  And thus the combined Heatherdale 
SuperClinic was yet again a roaring success 
thanks to all those involved. 
 
With 140+ kids streaming across the hollowed 
Marlborough PS Turf (a quick count revealed at 
least this many!), participating in an eclectic array 
of footy-based games from Lou‟s Handball to 
Leon Neon‟s Goal Snap Extravaganza, the scene 
was set for another memorable event. 
 
Before I waffle on too much, a few quick 
„thankyou‟ notices.  First to the gang at Baker‟s 
Delight in Heathmont who donated the bread.  
Please make sure you convey a personal thanks 
to the staff next time you are in the shop, as their 
support is invaluable to our clinic!  Next to the 
many parent helpers – form both 
Marlborough/Great Ryrie and Heatherdale  - for 
assisting with the many activities.  And finally to 
the crew from the Heathmont Jets footy club, 
who cooked ALL the food, manned a couple of 
the activity stations and generally pitched in to 
help on the day.   
 
Finally, a message to the kids.  Well done to 
everyone who participated and made the day so 
much fun!  Your behaviour was outstanding, your 
energy commendable and your enthusiasm down 
right contagious.  It is such a pleasure to be 
involved in a clinic with so many tremendous, 
happy and energetic footy stars.  Good work all! 
 

**Holiday Break** 
We will now take a well-earned mid-year break 
over the school holidays.  There will be NO clinic 
this week, as school finishes on Friday, and we 
will return on Saturday 19 July.  We are also still 
confirming possible dates for a grid match at the 
Heathmont Jets, which will be advised in the new 
term. 
 
Until we return!  Go Blues…. 
Regards, Shane 
Email: marlboroughgr.auskick@gmail.com 
Phone: 0411 657 554 


