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NEWSLETTER 
 

From the Principal 

 

(Above: Sophia gets her ride on Mr Elliott’s Harley!) 
 

Welcome Back! 

We hope that you had a safe and enjoyable term 
break and are looking forward to a productive and 
exciting Term 3.  One of the highlights this term is 
of course our whole school production “Under 
The Big Top”.  We also will be having our school 
athletics sports and expect to be proceeding to 
tender for the construction of our new sports and 
performance centre.  As always great things are 
happening at Great Ryrie, not the least of which 
are the quality educational programs in place for 
all students!  

Harley Heaven 

Last term Sophia Vezey and Elliott Jacobs won a 
Harley ride around the school as part of the 
Teacher Treat raffles supporting our school 
production.  Sophia had her ride on the last day of 
term.  Elliott can look forward to his ride this 
Friday.  This week‟s raffle prize is a trip to the 
theatre to see a production of “High School 
Musical” with Ms Francis. 

Production Tickets  

Production tickets go on sale at 4pm today, online 
on the school website 
www.greatryrieps.vic.edu.au    

Make Our Website Your Home Page 

Our school receives sponsorship dollars every 
time our website is accessed.  By making our 
school website a homepage on one of the tabs in 
your browser you can help us earn dollars every 
time you connect to the internet. We suggest that 
you make our site the home page on the second 
tab in your browser.  Newsletters and other 
information are posted on our website weekly! 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Mid Year Reports went out with your child on the 
last day of term.  Parents are reminded that they 
can request an interview with their child‟s teacher 
at any mutually convenient time, throughout the 
year. 

Reminder: Whooping Cough 

Due to the resurgence of Whooping Cough in the 
Australian community, all parents are asked to 
ensure the school is updated with the current 
immunization status of their children and to inform 
the school of any suspected case of Whooping 
Cough occurring in their family. 

H1N1 Influenza Update 

Victoria has moved to the „Protect‟ phase of the 
national pandemic plan.  This illness is classified 
as „moderate‟, with the majority of cases being 
mild. However five per cent of cases are severe, 
which means that those affected may require 
hospitalisation and intensive care. 

The best defence against all influenza viruses – 
including H1N1 – is good general hygiene.  
Students and staff with flu-like symptoms should 
stay at home and limit close contact with others, 

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your child‟s teacher, or contact the school office. 
   

  26 June Burmese Refugee Parent Meeting  Burmese families 
  14 July GRPS Tree Planting Day   All families 

 

PRODUCTION TICKET SALES 
Details of how to purchase 

tickets included on flier in this 
newsletter. 

Diary Dates 

JULY  
Thursday 16     Production Ticket sales open 
Wednesday 22  School Council meeting 
Friday 24  Fairytale Disco 
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especially children, and seek medical advice, 
where necessary.  

On advice from a doctor, quarantine will be 
limited to confirmed cases of the virus. These 
people and their contacts will not be given 
antiviral therapy unless it is clinically indicated. 

Students arriving in Australia from countries of 
high prevalence are no longer required to be kept 
away from school for seven days following their 
arrival in Australia. 

Children unwell at school 

During the winter season many children will have 
coughs and colds that are mild and are not the 
flu. These children do not need to be sent home. 

We will contact the parent of a student who is 
unwell with flu-like symptoms (e.g. fever) and 
make arrangements for the child to be collected 
from school.  Children becoming ill at school with 
flu-like symptoms will be removed from their class 
and cared for separately until they are collected 
by their parents.  

Parents are advised to seek medical advice if 
their child is unwell with flu-like symptoms, 
particularly if the child has special health needs.  
The Victorian Government Department of Human 
Services is continually providing the community 
with information via their website 

http://humanswineflu.health.vic.gov.au  

Wishing you a great weekend, 

Doug Elliott 

Principal 

“Every Child, Every Opportunity, Everyday… 
Everyone’s Responsibility!” 

 

Level Reports by Our School Captains: 

(David, Abbey, Zoe and Ellena) 

Ellena: In Level 3 this week, the children have 
been watching presentations of each other‟s body 
projects and started learning about ancient 
civilisations.  In Maths they have been focussing 
on „bridging‟ to 10 and „trading‟ in addition. 

Abbey: In Level 2 last week, the Preps finished 
their topic on the zoo.  They enjoyed learning 
„Kicking King‟ the letter „k‟ and „Fireman Fred‟ the 
letter „f‟.  They made beetles and created their 
own puzzles using a variety of craft materials. 
Finally they completed „dot to dots‟ using the 
numbers 1 to 20.  They are all looking forward to 
their new topic, “The Circus”. 
Thank you.  
 

LIBRARY 
BOOK CLUB 
Book Club Issue 5 July has been distributed to 
the classes.  All orders and payment* are due 
back to school no later than TUESDAY 28 JULY. 
The orders will then be placed online with delivery 
expected within 5-7 working days.  
*A reminder if paying by credit card over the 
phone or the internet, please be sure to fill in the 
receipt number and send the order form directly 
to school, where I will place the order of goods 
on-line. 
Thank-you for you support, 
Mardi Pechar 
 

The Chaplain‟s Corner 16/07/09 
“Where do I go now?” 

 
Last term I wrote about help for kids. This week 
it‟s the parents turn. Sometimes I think we would 
sink as parents if we didn‟t have the wisdom of 
older people, of support agencies and others who 
can give us wise counsel when we are struggling, 
really wanting to do what is best in our lives – for 
our marriages & relationships, for our kids, for our 
finances, for our own sense of well being. 
 
There are all sorts of issues we come across in 
our life. With some of these situations, we have 
not had prior experience before, and it‟s all new 
ground. That‟s when the “where do I go now?” 
question pops into our heads. 
In the past, our grandparents were much closer to 
us and were able to support us through the thick 
& thin of life. These days, our family environments 
are usually more complex, and often distant. Now 
more than ever, we need to know who we can 
trust to give us the right directions. 
 
Our “Where do I go now?” times might be in 
regard to our parenting, or our relationships with 
our spouse or partner, our finances, anxieties, low 
self esteem, bad memories, depression, or 
violence. Life has many challenges, as well as 
many thrills and celebrations. It‟s at the low times 
we generally need an extra boost – someone to 
talk to, someone to provide helpful advice, a cup 
of coffee or just a chat to help put things back in 
perspective. 
 
Also, there are many agencies around that can 
sustain us when we are down. Some helpful 
websites are: 
Raising children  - www.childhood.org.au  [Aust 
Childhood Foundation] 
www.raisingchildren.net.au 
Relationships - www.relationships.com.au  
[Relationships Australia] 
Depression -  www.beyondblue.org.au [National 
Depression Initiative] 
Step Families – www.stepfamily.org.au 
[Stepfamilies Australia] 
Anxiety – www.arcvic.com.au [Anxiety Recovery 
Centre] 
 
Just reminding you also about the brochures near 
the school office. These are from agencies that 
exist to support us all.  
 
Alan Silverwood – Chaplain 

[The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal 
Government & Community support. 

This is a voluntary program in our school community.] 

 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
Monday  8.30am – 9.30am 
Friday  3.20pm – 4pm 
All items in the secondhand uniform boxes are 
free.  Thank-you to the families that are donating 
items of clothing that their children have 
outgrown.  They are greatly appreciated. 
Mardi Pechar 
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Community Notices 

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game …. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and we’ll 

let everyone know!! 
 

 The Chicken Wing 
Thank you to the Great Ryrie OSHC 
Holiday program and those families who 
looked after the chickens during the 
school holidays.  We really appreciate 
your support. 

 

 Welcome No 5 to the Robinson-
Sambrooks family … Brandon (4M) and 
Lachlan (3G) welcomed new brother, 
Jayden, who was born on 7 July. All well!   

Education Maintenance Allowance 
Instalment Two 
The second instalment of the Education 
Maintenance Allowance (EMA) payment is due 
from mid August onwards for those 
parents/guardians who have chosen the EFT 
payment option on their application form at the 
start of the year. 
Parents and guardians who lodged an EMA 
application at the beginning of the year do not 
need to lodge another EMA application to 
receive the second instalment EMA payment. 
Any parent/guardian wishing to change from a 
cheque payment to an EFT payment will need 
to submit a new application form to the school 
for processing.  Applications close on 7 August 
2009.  
Parents/guardians who have chosen the 
cheque payment option will receive their 
payment from late August / early September. 
 

Further information can be obtained from: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/lifeatsch
ool/ema/default.htm  
Contact: School Office for application form and 

further information 
 

PE News 
Level 3 & 4 Sport starting this week will be used 
for completing heats in most of the running events 
as well as to help train the students in different 
athletic events. 
 
PFA News 
Enclosed in this newsletter is the notice giving 
details of our Fairytale Disco next Friday, 24 July.  
Please complete the slip below to help us with 
catering…..we don‟t want to run out of sausages! 
Next meeting – 5 August at 7.00pm in the 
staffroom, all welcome. 
Thanks to PFA for their support with the raffle for 
the Production, especially Cindy McQuilkin. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INDONESIAN  

 
Stephanie Kewley and Samuel Kirchner were 
presented with their certificates and prizes for 
coming first and second in the statewide 
Sayembara Competition. Here they are pictured 
with Ibu Breen, Ibu Syafyetty Budiarman, Bapak 
Budiarman Bahar (Consul General of the 
Republic of Indonesia) and Bapak Elliott at 
Melbourne High. 

 

We wish to thank 
Officeworks- Ringwood 

Scienceworks 
Hardrock Climbing Co  
Marshere – Heathmont 

Alfreds Homestead 
Sovereign Hill Ballarat 

Demak Timber P/L 
Mitcham Hotel 
Numberworks 

Heathmont Hairdressing 
Curves, Ringwood 
RACV, Ringwood 
Beauty on Ryrie 
All Smiles Café 

For sponsoring our production, 

“Under the Big Top” 

 

School Photos 
By now you will have received the school photos 
taken towards the end of last term.   
We also had special group photos taken which 
are available to be ordered.  They are on display 
outside Mrs Nicoll‟s office.  Cost: $15.00 each.  
There are photos of ---- Junior and Senior 
Band, Junior and Senior Choir, Junior School 
Council, Green Team, Dance Group, Recorder 
Group, Music Captains AND Sports Captains. 
If you would like to place an order, please send 
the correct money to the school office by FRIDAY 
7 August. 

 

 
 

 
 

GREAT RYRIE’S FAIRYTALE DISCO attendance slip 
Friday 24 July 
6.30 – 8.30pm 

 
 

Children‟s Names ……………………………………………. Extra sausages required ……………. 
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The rivers and creeks 

starts at the mountain 

and gets polluted very 

easily. By Taylor and 

Dim Dim 

 

A sheet of paper takes 24 

weeks to decompose. By 

Jayden and JJ 

 

60,000 truckloads of 

rubbish are removed 

from streets, parks 

and waterways in 

Victoria each year.  

By Lyric and Lucy 

That all the dog poo 

collected from parks 

and other places in 

one year it would fill 

up to 10 Olympic sized 

swimming pools. By 

Gabriel, Karim and 

Jason 

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

Did You Know?  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Litter kills over 

1,000,000 birds a 

year. By Hannah and 

Jai  

 

It takes 200-400 years 

for aluminium can to 

break down. By Kyan 

and Jake 

 

It cost the local 

government $500,000 to 

clean up the litter. By 

Zoe 

The Australian 

government spends 

$41,000,000 each 

year just to clean 

up all the litter. 

By Chloe and 

Christie  

It takes 15-20 years 

for a plastic bag to 

break down. By Adrienne 

Litter and Storm Water 

What 4M learnt from Sally  our visitor from 

Maroondah  Council!  



 
 
 

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 

Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 
private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 
School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the following 

sponsors. 
 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 

 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 
Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 

members of the school community (with a further 
$250 going to Great Ryrie Primary School).  

Contact Jenny for more information on: 
0433 770 676 

--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 

BAKERS’ DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 
the bread requirements for school. 

144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 
--- 

BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 
products and vouchers for all school fundraisers 

and events.  
41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 

--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and commissions 

to GRPS through ENJO with 10% of all sales 
going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 

All Smiles of the Yarra Valley are major 
sponsors of our fundraising events. 

21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 
Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 

www.allsmiles.com.au 
--- 

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant proudly sponsor our 
food fairs and support other school functions! 

17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC  

Phone: (03) 9870 1862  
 

Reminder 
To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 

Please telephone them direct on: 

0418 571 136 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Marlborough/Great Ryrie Auskick 2009 
**The business end of the season** 

 
As with all good competitions, we now enter the 
final part of Auskick season 2009 after a bit of 
mid-season respite. 
 
I hope you all enjoyed the break but remembered 
to keep up the practice in the back yard/park/any 
open space big enough to kick a footy.  
Remember, it is only with lots of practice and 
persistence can you reach the spectacular 
heights of the great Fev and kick freakish gaols 
akin to the great Maradonna or Ronaldo…  
Please note, however, that we do NOT 
encourage sooking, skulking, whinging, whining 
or carrying on like a spoilt 2 year old in any way…  
(Although you‟ve gotta admit - he‟s pretty darn 
good when he‟s on fire!!!)  
 
With the final portion of the season left (only 7 
weeks in total) we will be hosting an array of 
events over the coming weeks.  This includes a 
Footy Olympics/Bring-a-friend day, some grid 
matches at a few local footy events, our skill-
testing day and of course our end-of-year break 
up and medal presentation extravaganza. 
 
So get in early and be ready to have a go!  Kick-
off time is the usual 9.30pm sharp. …   
 
Regards,  
Shane - Phone: 0411 657 554 
Email: marlboroughgr.auskick@gmail.com 
 

The Ringwood Baseball Club in-house Tball 
competition will kick off on Saturday 11

th
 July 

2009, which is open for ages 4-9. 
 
We have scheduled the season to run for 8 
weeks which will take us up to August 29

th
 2009 

and will commence from 9am – 10:30am at our 
home ground Proclamation Park, Sylvia Grove, 
Ringwood. 
 
The cost is $50 per child and they will receive a 
Tball pack, which will include a Ringwood 
Baseball Club hat, ball, glove and a playing top. 
 
Please contact Marika Booth for further details 

and registration. 
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