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NEWSLETTER 
 

From the Principal 

 
(Maroondah Cross Country Finalists 2009!!) 

Zone Champions!  

TJ Blizzard, David Friend and Khy Blizzard all 
made it to „State Level‟ in the Maroondah Zone 
Cross Country Competition last week, with TJ 
coming 2

nd
 in the U/12/13 boys, David coming in 

3
rd

 and Khy coming 3
rd

 in the U/11 boys.  
Congratulations boys and well done! 

TJ has also been selected to be part of the 
Victorian State Team in the National School 
Games to be held in Perth during September this 
year.  TJ will be joining other primary and 
secondary student competitors aged between 10 
to 19, from all over Australia. 

To help send TJ to this event our school is 
holding a „Come Dressed for Sport Day” on 

Friday, June 26 (the last day of term).  Children 
coming dressed for sport will need to bring a $2 
coin and will be given a raffle ticket in the 
Victorian Schools Sports Association State 
Teams Raffle. 

Prizes in this year‟s raffle include a Mitsubishi 
Lancer Sedan, a family holiday to Disneyland, a 
Panasonic 50” Plasma TV, an LG 42” LCD TV 
and  a Panasonic DVD Recorder. 

Additional tickets can be purchased by children 
on the day at $2 each.  We hope you can support 
TJ in this great event! 

H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu):  

Victoria is now in a modified „sustain‟ phase of its 
plan to manage the impact of H1N1 Influenza 
(Human Swine Flu) in our community. 

Only children confirmed by a doctor as having the 
virus will be quarantined. Those sharing a house 
with a confirmed case will not be required to enter 
quarantine, unless they too are confirmed as 
having the virus. 

Classes who may have been in contact with a 
confirmed case will no longer be quarantined, and 
schools will no longer be partially or fully closed.  

Students who are feeling unwell should remain at 
home and not attend school. Students and 
families with flu-like symptoms are advised to 
seek medical attention and limit their contact with 
others. 

If your child becomes ill at school, we will contact 
you immediately and ask you to arrange to collect 
your child. Please make sure that we have your 
up-to-date contact details. 

It should be noted that the virus has so far been 
mild and can be compared to our normal winter 
flu.  

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your child‟s teacher, or contact the school office. 
   

  5 June  H1N1 Influenza Update  All families 
  9 June  Level 2 Walk to Heathmont Shops Level 2 families 

TOMORROW 
FRIDAY 12 JUNE 
Report Writing Day 

Children do not attend school 
on this day. 

Diary Dates 

JUNE 
Wednesday 17  Production meeting 

Thursday 18  CIRCUS excursion 
Monday 22 Aussie of the Month Assembly 

Tuesday 23 ICAS Spelling & Writing competitions 
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We wish to thank 
Officeworks- Ringwood 

Scienceworks 
Hardrock Climbing Co  
Marshere – Heathmont 

Alfreds Homestead 
Sovereign Hill Ballarat 

Demak Timber P/L 
Mitcham Hotel 
Numberworks 

Heathmont Hairdressing 
Curves, Ringwood 

 

For sponsoring our production, 

“Under the Big Top”  
Mar 

Good general hygiene remains the best defence 
against the flu and families should continue to 
ensure children regularly wash their hands and 
cover their nose and mouth if sneezing and 
coughing. This practice is being reinforced with 
your children while at school.  

If you have any specific concerns: 

 Visit www.health.vic.gov.au 

 Call the Swine Influenza Hotline 

on 180 2007  

 Call Nurse-on-Call on 1300 606 024  

for expert health information (free call, 24/7) 

 Visit your doctor (GP) – if you have an 
influenza-like illness (fever, cough and fatigue).  

The Department of Human Services is also 
continuing to ask parents of children returning 
from USA, Canada, Japan, Mexico and Panama 
to voluntarily keep their children home for seven 
(7) days from arrival back in Australia. This is a 
further precautionary measure to assist in 
managing the further spread of the virus.  

Reminder: No School Tomorrow, June 12! 

Friday June 12 is a Pupil Free Day for all 
Victorian Government schools.  Teachers will be 
working on student Mid-Year Reports.  No 
children are to attend school tomorrow. 

Reminder: Prep Enrolments for 2010:  

Anyone seeking to enrol their child in Prep next 
year needs to have their enrolment form lodged at 
the school office no later than Friday June 26, 
2009.  

Have a great weekend,  
Doug Elliott 
Principal 
 
Level Reports by Our School Captains: 

(David, Abbey, Zoe and Ellena) 

David: in Level 4 this week, we are continuing 
with the spelling rules of silent 'e', the focus for 
this short week is 'o_e'.   In Mathematics, the 
Level 4 students are learning about the properties 
of 3 dimensional shapes and revising the order of 
operations.  In Integrated Studies, work on the 
First Fleet convict posters is continuing.  There is 
no interschool sport this week with Friday being a 
report writing day. 
Ellena: In Level 3 last week, the children have 
been studying the digestive system.  In Maths 
they have been focusing on measuring weight 
and have been completing assessments for their 
reports.  They are also looking forward to the 
upcoming circus excursion! 
Thank you. 

  

Community Notices 

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game …. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and we’ll 

let everyone know!! 

J Are you interested in skiing and have 
a child in Year 5?  Check out 
SKIVIC.COM website for Free* passes. 

 
 

SAFETY HOUSE PROGRAM 
The Great Ryrie Primary School  
Safety House Committee is in  
danger of collapse. 
 

Three of the members with 7 years each have 
to move on with other projects and we need 
urgent assistance to keep the committee 
going.  It is not a big ótimeô commitment, so 
please leave your details with Yvonne at the 
office.   

OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD NEEDS 

YOU! 
 

PE NEWS 
Congratulations to the following students who all 
competed in the Zone Cross Country last week at 
Yarra Glen Racecourse: 
  
Amber Engelhardt, Chloe Stephens, Chloe 
Cassidy, Sam Heron, Jacob Burdett-Costello, 
Lauren Kewley, Khy Blizzard, Lachlan Kewley, 
David Friend and TJ Blizzard. 
  
All the students did really well in their races with 
Khy coming 3rd in the U/11s and progressing to 
State and TJ coming 2nd and David 3rd in the 
U/12s to also progress to State on the 24th July 
at Bundoora. 
  
Congratulations to all these students and good 
luck to Khy, David and TJ for the State 
Championships. 
 

Reminder 
To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 
Please telephone them direct on: 

0418 571 136 
 
 
 

 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
Monday 8.30am ï 9.30am 
Friday  3.20pm ï 4pm 
A reminder that the uniform prices will go up 
slightly as of the beginning of next term, also 
please check lost property before the end of term. 
 

Mardi Pechar 
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PERFORMING ARTS 

MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA 

2009  

óUNDER THE BIG TOP'      
 

óPRODUCTION TEACHER 
TREATSô 

A notice was sent 
home last week 

announcing „Production 
Teacher Treats‟. As part of the 
promotion and activities for the 
production the teachers are offering their time so 
that students have the chance to win never before 
offered opportunities. 
Between now and the Production there will be a 
variety of activities that students can win. These 
activities will be involving different staff members 
at G.R.P.S. Each week‟s „Teacher Treat‟ will be 
announced at assembly. Tickets will be on sale 
for the week and the winner will be announced on 
the following week.  
Tickets will be available each day at the start of 
morning recess and lunch from the First Aid 
Room. Price: $1.00 each. 
The first „Teacher Treat‟ is detailed below and has 
been on sale for the last 10 days.  
Teacher Treat Number 1:  
To go to an A.F.L. match with Mrs. Gordon on 
Level 1 at the Docklands Stadium. The winner 
can bring another family member and negotiate 
the match with Mrs. Gordon, (preferably a 
Bombers match, but unfortunately not Finals). 
This prize includes free entry for the student, (and 
family member if required). Any other costs for 
the day would be the responsibility of the student 
/ parent. This prize can include transport with 
parental consent.     
This will be drawn this Monday June 15

th 
at 

assembly.  
The next „Teacher Treat‟ will then be announced.   
BE IN IT TO WIN IT!  
 
PARENTSô PRODUCTION MEETING 
The next Parents‟ Production Committee meeting 
will take place next Wednesday 17 June at 7.30 
pm in the staffroom.  
 
CIRCUS EXCURSION 
All payments and permission forms for the 
Circus excursion should have already been 
returned to the office by today, (Thursday 11

th
 

June). If you haven‟t please contact the office 
asap. The circus excursion is next Thursday 
18

th 
June.  

Regards 
Helen Francis 

 

LIBRARY 
BOOK CLUB 
Book Club Issue 4 June orders are hopefully 
being delivered early next week if not before. A 
reminder that paying by credit card over the 
phone or the internet, please be sure to fill in the 
receipt number and send the order form directly 
to school, where I will place the order of goods 
on-line. 
Thank-you for your support, 
Mardi Pechar 

 

The Chaplain‟s Corner 04/06/09 
ñThen you still have hopeò 

 

This is another gem found on 
www.agiftofinspiration.com.au/stories/ 
 

Then you still have hope  
If you can look at the sunset and smile, and find 
beauty in the colours of a small flower, then you 
still have hope.  
If you can find pleasure in the movement of a 
butterfly, and if the smile of a child can still warm 
your heart, then you still have hope. 
If you can see the good in other people, and if the 
rain breaking on a roof top can still lull you to 
sleep, then you still have hope.  
If the sight of a rainbow still makes you stop and 
stare in wonder, and if the soft fur of a favoured 
pet still feels pleasant under your fingertips, then 
you still have hope.  
If you meet new people with a trace of excitement 
and optimism, and if you give people the benefit 
of the doubt, then you still have hope. 
If you still offer your hand in friendship to others 
that have touched your life, and if receiving an 
unexpected card or letter still brings a pleasant 
surprise, then you still have hope.  
If the suffering of others still fills you with pain and 
frustration, and if you refuse to let a friendship 
die, or accept that it must end, then you still have 
hope. 
If you look forward to a time or place of quiet and 
reflection, and if you still watch love stories or 
want the endings to be happy, then you still have 
hope.  
If you can look to the past and smile, and when 
faced with the bad, when told everything is futile, 
you can still look up and end the conversation 
with the phrase ... 'yes, but ....' Then you still have 
hope. 
Hope is such a marvellous thing. It bends, it 
twists, it sometimes hides, but rarely does it 
break. It sustains us when nothing else can. It 
gives us reason to continue and courage to move 
ahead, when we tell ourselves we'd rather give in. 
Hope puts a smile on our face when the heart 
cannot manage. Hope puts our feet on the path 
when our eyes cannot see it. Hope moves us to 
act when our souls are confused of the direction.  
Hope is a wonderful thing, something to be 
cherished and nurtured and something that will 
refresh us in return. It can be found in each of us 
and it can bring light into the darkest of places. So 
never lose hope. 

Author Unknown  
 

Alan Silverwood – Chaplain 
[The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal 

Government & Community support. 
This is a voluntary program in our school community.] 

 

HEATHMONT JETS Junior Football Club 
Happy 40

th
 Birthday Invitation 

All past players, coaches, officials and families of 
the Heathmont/Heatherdale Junior Football Club 
to celebrate the 40

th
 year of the club. 

Saturday 27 June at Heatherdale Reserve,  
Purches Street at 7.30pm. 

Cost $20 per person 
Full Spit Roast Dinner (adults only) 

RSVP: 17 June 
Contact Marty Sverns 9720 8112/0409 499 233 

sverns@bigpond.net.au 
 

 

http://www.agiftofinspiration.com.au/stories/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I was walking to my friend‟s house 
when I heard a strange noise. I 
looked up and around to see where 
it was coming from. I started 
walking faster and faster because it 
was getting closer. It sounded like 
a thousand bees and wasps. Then 
suddenly… out jumped my little 
brother with his fuzzy radio. 
 
Rachael Modrau 
 
 
 

 
One dark, stormy night I woke up 
because the door bell rang. I 
looked through the peep hole and 
saw two tall shadows. I looked up 
and down. They made a noise. I 
locked the door. I ran into my room. 
I locked that door too. I looked out 
my window. It was my parents.                                   
 
Jack Ashton 
 
 

 
 
 
I was crouched low in this small, 
dark space. If they found me, it 
would be the end. I could hear soft 
whispers outside. I was shaking. I 
tried to stop breathing. A shadow 
blocked the light. The door opened. 
A chilling air whistled against my 
face. It was over. “Found you!” 
yelled my brother. 
 
Bianca Collier 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I try to think but my head just spins. 
I try to move but I‟m plastered 
against the wall. I try to scream but 
it‟s stuck in my throat. I try to 
breathe but there is  hardly any  air 
left in my lungs.  “Ahh!” I cry as it 
slowly stops. ñOK, everyone, off 
the ride!ò 
 
Morrin Weston 
 
 
 
 
 
It was horrible, the worst thing ever. 
I could not believe my eyes. It was 
the worst thing I had ever 
experienced. It was absolutely 
shocking. It was as if my life was 
nearly over. It was terrible. 
“Agghh!” I screamed. The last one 
was gone. It was definitely gone. 
THE COOKIE JAR WAS EMPTY!    
 
Jacob Hayles 
 
 
It was a hot summer evening. I 
went to my garden. I planted lots of 
vegetables and fruit the year 
before. Now they‟d all grown taller 
than me. I picked up a lettuce. It 
was covered with bugs. Cucumbers 
and tomatoes were just the right 
time to eat. I decided to have salad 
for dinner.  
                                                        
Mei He                   
 

 

 



 
 

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 

Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 

private advertiser. 
No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 

School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the following 

sponsors. 
 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 

 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 
Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 

members of the school community (with a further 
$250 going to Great Ryrie Primary School).  

Contact Jenny for more information on: 
0433 770 676 

--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 

BAKERSô DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 
the bread requirements for school. 

144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 
--- 

BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 
products and vouchers for all school fundraisers 

and events.  
41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 

--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and commissions 

to GRPS through ENJO with 10% of all sales 
going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 

All Smiles of the Yarra Valley are major 
sponsors of our fundraising events. 

21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 
Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 

www.allsmiles.com.au 
--- 

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant proudly sponsor our 
food fairs and support other school functions! 

17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC  

Phone: (03) 9870 1862  
 

MATHS TUTORING 2009 
All Primary Grades 

In Your home 
Phone ex. Primary School Teacher 

Elaine on 9729 5547 

 

Wooden Dog Kennels 
Extra small $50; Small $65; 
Medium $95; Large $125; 

Call Andy on 0433 089 551 

 

 

KILSYTH DIAMOND 
SOFTBALL CLUB Inc 

Softball & T-Ball 
 

Come and join in the action of 
this fun, fun, fun, of this 

exciting sport.  

Players Required 
 Girls, Boys, Men and 

Women 
required for the Saturday summer 

season  
and Friday night T-Ball. 

 

Teams 
Under 10 T-Ball, Under 12ôs, Under 
14ôs, Under 17ôs, C Grade, B Grade, 

A Reserve, A Grade 
 

Positions available in all teams.  

No experience necessary.  

 
Please visit Website 

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~diamon
d/ 

 

Affiliated with 
Knox & District Softball 

Association 
 

For more information contact  
Peter Fogarty on 9762 9260 or  

email to kilsythdiamond@netspace.net.au 


