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NEWSLETTER 
 

From the Principal 

 
(Cross Country Competitors!) 

H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu):  

As parents are aware there are currently a small 
number of confirmed cases of H1N1 Influenza 
(Human Swine Flu) in Victorian schools. 
Appropriate measures are being taken in relation 
to these cases. While it is important to be vigilant 
of H1N1 Influenza there is no need for undue 
alarm.  

Specific concerns about H1N1 Influenza can be 
referred to any of the following: 

The Swine Influenza Hotline Tel. 180 2007  

Nurse-on-Call Tel. 1300 606 024 – for expert 
health information and advice (24 hours, 7 days) 

Your doctor (GP) – if you have an influenza-like 
illness (fever, cough and fatigue) and have 
travelled to Mexico or California, Arizona, New 
Mexico or Texas in the past seven days.  

Families should continue with standard good 
general health hygiene practices, such as 
ensuring your children undertake regular hand 
washing and cover their nose and mouth if 

sneezing and coughing. This practice is being 
reinforced with your children while at school.  

If your children are unwell, you should seek 
medical attention and avoid public places and 
close contact with others.  Some parents of 
children with flu like symptoms have contacted 
the school and are voluntarily keeping their 
children at home until their GP has confirmed that 
they do not have H1N1. 

The Department of Human Services is asking 
parents of children returning from USA, Canada, 
Japan, Mexico and Panama to voluntarily keep 
their children home for seven (7) days from arrival 
back in Australia. This is a further precautionary 
measure to assist in managing the further spread 
of the virus.   

It is important that you remember to keep your 
contact details at school up-to-date.  Any school 
action (such as class quarantine or school 
closure) relating to H1N1 Influenza will be 
directed by the DEECD Incident Coordination 
Centre on advice from DHS. 

Our New „Sports & Performance Centre‟ 

 

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your child‟s teacher, or contact the school office. 
   

  1 June   Global Gathering   Selected children 
  2 June  Production Teacher Treats  All students 
  3 June  AEDI data collection  Level 1 students    

 
 

FRIDAY 12 JUNE 
Report Writing Day 

Children do not attend school 
on this day. 

Diary Dates 

JUNE 
Friday 5 Interschool Sport V Good Shepherd 

Sunday 7 FARMERS’ Market 

Monday 8 Queens’ Birthday Holiday 

Tuesday 9  School Council 

Friday 12 REPORT WRITING DAY 
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A lot of people have had input into developing 
alternative proposed layouts of the new Sports & 
Performance Centre that we plan to build on the 
site of the big shed.    While we are still just at the 
„concept stage‟ we hope to have discussions with  
“Coffey Projects” shortly, to ensure design 
documentation is ready to submit to the Federal 
Government, for final approval, by mid July.  It is 
expected that works will commence as early as 
September this year. 

Reminder: No School Friday June 12 

Friday June 12 is a Pupil Free Day for all 
Victorian Government schools.  Teachers will be 
working on student Mid-Year Reports.  Monday 
June 8 is a public holiday.  No children are to 
attend school on either of these days. 

Reminder: Prep Enrolments for 2010:  

Anyone who is seeking to enrol their child in Prep 
next year needs to have their enrolment form 
lodged at the school office no later than Friday 
June 26, 2009.  

Reminder: Don‟t Miss Out! 

Parents experiencing financial difficulties are 
asked to contact me through the office to make 
any arrangements needed for assistance in 
ensuring their children do not miss out! 

Wishing you a great long weekend 

Doug Elliott 

Principal 

Level Reports by Our School Captains: 

(David, Abbey, Zoe and Ellena) 

Ellena: In Level 3 last week the Level 3's have 
been preparing a speech on their favourite 
places; They made juggling balls and have been 
learning about the digestive system.  Students 
have also been studying the 5 senses and have 
now completed the unit on fractions. 

Zoe: in Level 2 last week, the students finished 
swimming and had a great time. In Maths, they 
have been working on addition problems and 
making number sentences. In Literacy they have 
been working on the sounds „ch‟ and „sh‟. The 
Level 2s had a great week! 

Abbey: In Level 1, the Preps went to the zoo last 
Friday and they all thought it was amazing.   
Afterwards they were all exhausted! 

They learnt the letter “o” and that it has 4 sounds. 
They enjoyed making monkeys and turtles in the 
mornings to follow up from their visit to the zoo.  

Finally they read books all about the zoo, they 
loved that a lot. The Preps have been very busy 
this week doing lots of work.  Well done Preps! 

Thank you.  

TERM DATES FOR 2010 
Term 1 1 February (students start) to 26 
March - teachers begin Term 1 on 27 January 
Term 2 12 April to 25 June 
Term 3 12 July to 17 September 
Term 4  4 October to 17 December 

 

PE NEWS 
Level 4 Interschool Sport this week 

V Good Shepherd Primary (Melway 36 G11) 
Playing away: 

Football, Softball – mixed and girls‟ teams, 
Netball C 
 

 
SAFETY HOUSE PROGRAM 
 
The Great Ryrie Primary School  
Safety House Committee is in  
danger of collapse. 
 

Three of the members with 7 years each have 
to move on with other projects and we need 
urgent assistance to keep the committee 
going.  It is not a big „time‟ commitment, so 
please leave your details with Yvonne at the 
office.   
 

OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD NEEDS 

YOU! 

Community Notices 

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game …. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and we’ll 

let everyone know!! 

CONGRATULATIONS 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
1 June 2009 

1D  -  Andy Ng 
1J -     Nikita Walker 
1M  -   Charlotte Stuart 
1S - Cam Ross 
2E - Jessi Ignatidis 
2F - Nick Delahunty 
2H - Daniel Roberts 
2J - Jessica Allsop 
2K -  Flynn Stelfox 
2M - Angus Davey-Ennis 
2R -  Katlyn Horton 
2T  - Brooke Mullenger 
3E -  Flinn de Betue 
3G -  Aimee Morrow 
3H - Owen Spencer-Keeble 
3M - Tony Ng 
3N -  Sam Heron 
3S -  Matthew Sheridan 
4F -  Jacob Hayles 
4J -  Jack Ure 
4M - Soloasa Fifita 
4W - Chloe Stephens 
LOTE (L4) - JJ Mason (4M) 
Visual Arts –  Daniel Roberts (2H) 
 

 

The Under 10 boys Football Lightning 
Premiership Competition was held on 

Sunday 17 May 
Apologies to Leigh Pomponio (4H).  He also 
participated in the Lightning Premiership 
competition last week – and played in a winning 
team.  Congratulations to Leigh too! 
 
 

UNIFORM SHOP  
Parents are reminded to check their 
children‟s uniform – does it have YOUR 
child‟s name on it.  If not, please return to 
school. 
HOURS 
Monday  8.30 – 9.30am 
Friday   3.20 – 4.00pm  

 

 

 



We wish to thank 
Officeworks- Ringwood 

Scienceworks 
Hardrock Climbing Co  
Marshere – Heathmont 

Alfreds Homestead 
Sovereign Hill Ballarat 

Demak Timber P/L 
Mitcham Hotel 

For sponsoring our 
production, 

“Under the Big Top”  
Mar 

Great Ryrie OSHC 
Friday 12 June is a Curriculum day.  
We are running a program on that day full of fun 
games, sports and activities. If you would like any 
more details about the day or an enrolment form 
please feel free to visit the staff at OSHC.  
Also Holiday Program Enrolments are now 
available online at www.oshclub.com.au. 
There are plenty of fun filled days over the 
holidays including incursions and excursions in 
both weeks. If your child has already enrolled 
online for the holiday program this year, simply go 
onto the website and choose what days you 
would like. If you require any additional 
information in regards to the Holiday Program 
come and speak to the OSHC staff. 
BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT! 
Kind regards 
Jacob Kogelman 

 

Reminder 
To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 
Please telephone them direct on: 

0418 571 136 
 

LIBRARY 
BOOK CLUB 
Book Club Issue 4 June has been placed on-line 
please expect delivery in approximately 7 days.  
Thank you for your orders. 
Happy reading, 
Mardi Pechar 
 
JSC Excursion  
Last Wednesday the JSC and our Indigenous 
students went to the Reconciliation Week 
Celebration at Federation Estate. When we 
arrived we went to see the Aboriginal paintings in 
the art gallery. The paintings were incredible! 
They all were very detailed. Then we listened to a 
speech about Indigenous Culture and we also 
heard a couple of dreamtime stories. They were 
very interesting. We saw “One Fire” who are an 
Aboriginal dance group. They showed us a lot of 
great dances and played music. 
We also got to do a lot of fun activities which 
included clap stick making, basket weaving, story 
telling and didgeridoo dancing with “One Fire”. 
Our faces were painted with oakum (a type of 
paint). The boys got 3 dots and a line of paint to 
represent a didgeridoo and a possum and the 
girls got 3 dots to represent a possum.  
We all enjoyed the trip very much!! 

By David and Abbey. 

 

 

PERFORMING ARTS          

MUSICAL 

EXTRAVAGANZA 2009 

‘UNDER THE BIG TOP'      
 

„PRODUCTION TEACHER TREATS‟ 
 
        A notice was sent home 
earlier this week announcing 
„Production Teacher Treats‟. As 
part of the promotion and 
activities for the production the 
teachers are offering their time 

so that students have the 
chance to win never before 

offered opportunities. 
Between now and the Production there will be a 
variety of activities that students can win. These 
activities will be involving different staff members 
at G.R.P.S. Each week‟s „Teacher Treat‟ will be 
announced at assembly. Tickets will be on sale 
for the week and the winner will be announced on 
the following week.  
Tickets will be available each day at the start of 
morning recess and lunch from the First Aid 
Room. Price: $1.00 each. 
The first „Teacher Treat‟ is detailed below.  
Teacher Treat Number 1:  
To go to an A.F.L. match with Mrs. Gordon on 
Level 1 at the Docklands Stadium. The winner 
can bring another family member and negotiate 
the match with Mrs. Gordon, (preferably a 
Bombers match, but unfortunately not Finals). 
This prize includes free entry for the student, (and 
family member if required). Any other costs for 
the day would be the responsibility of the student 
/ parent. This prize can include transport with 
parental consent.     
Tickets for Teacher Treat Number 1 will be 
available from Wednesday 3

rd
  June at the First 

Aid Room.  
The winner for this Teacher Treat will be 
announced at assembly on June 15

th
.  

BE IN IT TO WIN IT!  
Regards, 
Helen Francis.  
 

http://www.oshclub.com.au/


The Chaplain‟s Corner 04/06/09 
“Starfish story – Making a difference” 

 

There are several versions of this story – they all 
bring the same kind of message – „Making a 
difference‟.  I found this one on  

www.agiftofinspiration.com.au/stories/ 
The Star Fish Story  - 'It made a difference for 
that one' 
 
Once upon a time, there was a wise man who 
used to go to the ocean to do his writing. He had 
a habit of walking on the beach before he began 
his work.  
One day, as he was walking along the shore, he 
looked down the beach and saw a human figure 
moving like a dancer. He smiled to himself at the 
thought of someone who would dance to the day, 
and so, he walked faster to catch up.  
As he got closer, he noticed that the figure was 
that of a young man, and that what he was doing 
was not dancing at all. The young man was 
reaching down to the shore, picking up small 
objects, and throwing them into the ocean.  
He came closer still and called out 'Good 
morning! May I ask what it is that you are doing?'  
The young man paused, looked up, and replied 
'Throwing starfish into the ocean.'  
'I must ask, then, why are you throwing starfish 
into the ocean?' asked the somewhat startled 
wise man.  
To this, the young man replied, 'The sun is up and 
the tide is going out. If I don't throw them in, they'll 
die.'  
Upon hearing this, the wise man commented, 
'But, young man, do you not realize that there are 
miles and miles of beach and there are starfish all 
along every mile? You can't possibly make a 
difference!'  
At this, the young man bent down, picked up yet 
another starfish, and threw it into the ocean. As it 
met the water, he said, 'It made a difference for 
that one.'  
 
So, can I encourage you to take the time to do 
something that will make difference to someone 
else's life ... and it doesn't have to be much and 
they don't need to know. Just take a moment, do 
something special ... the universe will know and 
that's enough.  Adapted from The Star Thrower 
by Loren Eiseley (1907-1977)  
 
Alan Silverwood – Chaplain 

[The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal 
Government & Community support. 

This is a voluntary program in our school community.] 

 
 

MATHS TUTORING 2009 
All Primary Grades 

In Your home 
Phone ex. Primary School Teacher 

Elaine on 9729 5547 

 
 

Wooden Dog Kennels 
Extra small $50; Small $65; 
Medium $95; Large $125; 

Call Andy on 0433 089 551 

 
 
 

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 

Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 
private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 

School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the following 

sponsors. 
 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 

 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 
Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 

members of the school community (with a further 
$250 going to Great Ryrie Primary School).  

Contact Jenny for more information on: 
0433 770 676 

--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 

BAKERS‟ DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 
the bread requirements for school. 

144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 
--- 

BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 
products and vouchers for all school fundraisers 

and events.  
41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 

--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and commissions 

to GRPS through ENJO with 10% of all sales 
going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 

All Smiles of the Yarra Valley are major 
sponsors of our fundraising events. 

21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 
Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 

www.allsmiles.com.au 
--- 

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant proudly sponsor our 
food fairs and support other school functions! 

17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC  

Phone: (03) 9870 1862  
 

HEATHMONT JETS Junior Football Club 
Happy 40

th
 Birthday Invitation 

All past players, coaches, officials and families of 
the Heathmont/Heatherdale Junior Football Club 
to celebrate the 40

th
 year of the club. 

Saturday 27 June at Heatherdale Reserve, Purches 
Street at 7.30pm. 

Cost $20 per person 
Full Spit Roast Dinner (adults only) 

RSVP: 17 June 
Contact Marty Sverns 9720 8112/0409 499 233 

sverns@bigpond.net.au 

http://www.agiftofinspiration.com.au/stories/

