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NEWSLETTER 
 

From the Principal 
 

Parent Opinion Survey 
Great Ryrie PS is currently undertaking a Self-
Evaluation of the last four years of progress under 
our Strategic Plan which was put into place for 
2006-2009.  This evaluation will be examined by 
an „external verifier‟ and a report will be prepared 
for the department with a view to developing our 
school goals for the next four year period. 

Next Monday after assembly, parents will be 
invited to a presentation of the school Annual 
Report and to comment on the results of the 
Parent Opinion survey from 2008.  Discussion 
from this presentation will form part of our schools 
Self Evaluation.   

An Annual Report meeting will be held at 7:30pm 
until 8pm on Tuesday May 12 as the first item on 
the agenda for School Council.  School Council 
will also be reviewing the Parent Opinion survey 
results from last year.  Parents are invited to 
attend the Annual Report meeting and to observe 
the School Council meeting following if they wish. 

 

NAPLAN 
In the next few weeks, students in Years 3 and 5 
will be sitting the National Assessment Program –
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) which is 
conducted each May, in order to enable the 
government to assess the literacy and numeracy 
learning of students in all Australian schools at 
Years 3, 5, 7 and 9.  

The NAPLAN will assess literacy and numeracy 
skills in much the same way as the Achievement 
Improvement Monitor (AIM) tests did.  

The results will be used to provide evidence of 
student achievement to: 

 support schools and teachers in planning 
for whole school and individual student learning 
programs, and  

 provide information about national 
comparisons of student achievement levels in 
literacy and numeracy, to inform policy-making 
and resourcing for schools, at both the national 
and state/territory levels.  

Building the Education Revolution 
Although nothing is final, our school is putting 
forward an application for $2.5 million in federal 
funding to enable the construction of a new indoor 
basketball court and performance space in the 
school grounds, at the same time installing 
electronic, interactive whiteboards across the 
school and improving the playing surface of the 
netball and tennis courts.   

Additional to this, we are hoping to redevelop the 
outdoor learning space and covered area behind 
the annex and construct an all weather shade 
facility over the outdoor stage in the school 
quadrangle. 

We are hopeful that all of these projects can be 
completed within the funding guidelines. 

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your child‟s teacher, or contact the school office. 
 

  

 

‘Family Life’ sexuality education 
program  

to be held in our library  
on Tuesday May 19.  

Have you returned you response slip yet? 
Details included in this newsletter. 

Diary Dates 

MAY 
Friday 8  L3 Excursion to Museum and IMAX 
Sunday 10 Happy Mothers’ Day 
Monday 11 L4 Incursion “Our Story” 
Tuesday 12  NAPLAN starts 
13 – 19  Book Fair in Library 
Thursday 14 Loud Shirt Day 
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Under The Big Top 
As mentioned last week, the school has arranged 
a unique opportunity for all of our students to 
attend a special performance by Silver‟s Circus 
as preparation for this year‟s whole school 
production.  

Permission forms will be distributed shortly.  The 
cost of this excursion is only $18, which is 
extraordinary value for transport and the 
performance.  Our school will make up the entire 
audience at this show. 

As always, any parents experiencing financial 
difficulty in meeting the costs of school programs 
are asked to contact the Principal early, in order 
to make alternative arrangements for payment. 

Water Tanks 
Everyone will be pleased to know that our water 
tanks are half-full with approximately 50,000 
thousand litres of water stored at the moment.  
This is a huge increase since the installation of 
the tanks in December 2008.  Water from these 
tanks supplies our kitchen gardens and flushes 
the toilets across the school. 

Parents Victoria Online Conference 
Parents of primary and secondary students, in all 
locations, are warmly invited to take part in the 
third online conference to be held by Parents 
Victoria.  

The conference 2009 website will open from 6am 
on Monday 18 May at: 

 http://www.cybertext.net.au/pv1_09/ but please 
register yourself online first at  

http://www.cybertext.net.au/pv09.htm 

Wishing you a great weekend, 

Doug Elliott 

Principal 

Level Reports by Our School Captains: 

(David, Abbey, Zoe and Ellena) 

David: In Level 4 this week our spelling focus is 
“ou” and prefix “ex”. In writing, we are exploring 
adjectives, similes and metaphors to enhance 
audience interest. In Maths, our focus is length, 
area and perimeter. In integrated studies Level 
4‟s are deeply engaged in learning about the First 
Fleet. NAPLAN practice is also continuing.   

Ellena: In Level 3 last week the students have 
been studying homophones and fractions.  The 
Year 3's have been practising hard for the 
upcoming NAPLAN test.  All students have been 
learning about the „human body‟, and they are 
really looking forward to the excursion at IMAX 
and the Museum.   

Zoë: In Level 2 last week, the children enjoyed 
their excursion to the Cranbourne Botanical 
Gardens.  In Maths they are still learning about 
place value.  They have been learning the sounds 
of „g‟ and „th‟ in spelling.  The Level 2s are looking 
forward to the school cross country this week. 

Abbey: In Level 1 the Preps have had a huge 
week learning about „t‟ and „w‟. They have started 
to create their own puppet show about the zoo. 
They listened to stories and looked for the letters 
„t‟ and „w‟ in a magazine. They made animal 
enclosures out of blocks and have enjoyed curling 
paper with a pencil. In Maths they have been 

dividing witches hats so every student gets the 
same amount.  Keep up the excellent work Preps. 
 

PE NEWS 
Level 4 Interschool Sport this week 
V Ringwood North PS (Melway 49H2) 
Playing away: 
Football, Netball B and C, Volleystars 
 

Help needed: 
We are looking for parent help for Level 4 sport, 
during Term 2, on Friday afternoons between 
1:50 – 3:30. If you are available, and able to help, 
please contact the Level 4 teachers or Peter 
Hensen. 
 

NEW CANTEEN MENU 
Due to problems with supply, “LOL” will not be 
available for sale from the canteen. 
Every purchase of a small Slush Puppie from our 
canteen will have a chance to win a prize of a 
skateboard, a cap or a free drink.  Prizes under 
the lid of each Slush Puppie. 
 

Reminder 
To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 

please telephone them direct on: 

0418 571 136 
 

NAPLAN 
Next week the Year 3 and 5 children will be 
involved with the National Assessment Program 
Literacy and Numeracy 2009.  The teachers have 
been working with the children to prepare them 
for this.  An “Information for Parents” pamphlet, 
included in this newsletter, provides further 
information. 
   

 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
Monday  8.30 – 9.30am 
Friday   3.20 – 4.00pm 
Mardi Pechar 

 

MUSICAL 

EXTRAVAGANZA 2009 

‘UNDER THE BIG TOP'      
 

Thanks to all those parents who 
have been continually attending 
our parent meetings for the 
musical extravaganza 2009, 
„Under the Big Top‟. The 
response has been fantastic 
and very encouraging. The 

amount of parent help for our 
production this year will certainly contribute 
towards a very successful and enjoyable 
experience for the students of GRPS.  
Listed below are the next 2 meetings: 

 Costume meeting next Tuesday 12
th
 May 

in the staffroom at 11.15 a.m.  

 Parents Production Committee meeting 
on Wednesday 20

th
 May in the staffroom 

at 7.30pm 
Regards 
Helen Francis.  
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Community Notices 

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game …. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and we’ll 

let everyone know!! 

CONGRATULATIONS 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
4 May 2009 

1D  -  Grace Mitchell 
1J -     Melissa Hansen 
1M  -   Sam Leigh 
1S -          Hannah Murray 
2E -  Jordan Armstrong 
2F -  Jesse Harper 
2H - Saxon Lindsay-Anderson 
2J -  Paulo Gulay 
2K -  Olivia McAuley 
2M -  Leah Burnett 
2R -  Jessica Grayden 
2T  - Abby Allen 
3E -  Nathan Georgiadis, Greg Hodges 
3G -  Jacinta Collier 
3M - Issy Salomone 
3N -  Marc Giletti 
3S -  Blake Di Medio 
4B  - Ben Farmer 
4F -  Sami Aedo Kailea 
4H -   Sam Xie 
4J -  Chris Millington-O‟Dwyer 
LOTE - James Von Eitzen (3S) 
Visual Arts - Bree Supple (1J) 
 

J Congratulations to Paulo Gulay (2J) and 
his family on the safe arrival of new baby 
sister, Christia Camela on 26 April 2009. 

 

WANTED 
Texas Instruments graphing calculator (Ti83) in 
excellent condition.  Will pay up to $80.00. 
Please see Ms. Jacobs in Room 23 Annex 

 

FAMILY LIFE NIGHT: 
for children and their parents 

 

Families are invited to participate in a „Family Life‟ 
sexuality education program to be held in our 
library on Tuesday May 19.  A trained, 
experienced educator will conduct this program to 
support parents in helping their children learn 
about sensitive but important aspects of growing 
and developing. 
Books will also be available for sale on the night. 
 

Level 2: „Body Basics‟ (5.45 pm) 
Level 3: „Where Did I Come From?‟ (7.00 pm) 
Level 4: „Puberty Clues‟ (8.15 pm) 
 

1 session: $15,   2 sessions: $20, 3 sessions: $25 
(payable on the night) 

Helen Abbott 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LIBRARY 
BOOK CLUB 
Book Club May Issue 3 has been placed online 
yesterday, please expect delivery within 7 days. 
Thank-you for your orders. 
 
BOOK FAIR 13 – 19 MAY 
GREAT NEWS!  The Scholastic Jurassic Book 
Fair is coming to our school helping to celebrate 
„MAY IS NATIONAL FAMILY READING MONTH!‟ 
Take the challenge and read as a family each day 
in the month of May. 
Our school‟s Book Fair is a great place to find a 
great variety of exciting new books to read for 
your Family Reading Challenge! 
GREAT RYRIE JURASSIC BOOK FAIR will be 
held from WEDNESDAY 13

TH
 MAY to TUESDAY 

19
TH

 MAY in the SCHOOL LIBRARY. 
SALE TIMES 
Wednesday 13   3.30-4pm 
Thursday 14   8.30-9am  
   3.30-4pm 
Friday 15  8.30-9am  
   3.30-4pm 
Monday 18   8.30-9am  
   CLOSED 
Tuesday 19   8.30-9am  
   3.30-4.30pm 
Our Book Fair is a lively and fun event that 
enables children, parents, teachers and 
community members to purchase quality books 
and classroom materials at reasonable prices, 
while raising funds for our school. 
Looking forward to seeing you at our Jurassic 
Book Fair. There are free book marks with every 
purchase and the chance to win one of 5 Door 
Prizes.  One drawn each day. See you there and 
thank-you for your time, 

Mardi Pechar 
 

PFA NEWS 
Happy Mothers‟ Day to ALL our Mums! 
Thank you to all the hardworking mums and 
friends for putting the gifts together for our 
Mothers‟ Day stall.   
 

2009 – 2010 Entertainment Books for sale 
There is a sample Entertainment book at the 
office for anyone wanting to have a look before 
they purchase.  If you would like to purchase a 
book, please complete the form and return it to 
the office by 11 May. 
 

Karen Beecher – President 
 

Local Womenõsõ Refuge needs 

towels ð new or good second 

hand.  Please leave them at 

the office. 

Family Life Session 

Tuesday 19 May 2009 
 

Family Name ………………………………... will be attending   Session 1  
Admission per family 1 session $15, 2 sessions $20, 3 sessions $25    Session 2 
          Session 3 
Cash/cheque payable to Family Life on the night. 
 

Please return this form to school by Friday 15 May 



 

JSC NEWS  
Thursday 14th May is LOUD 
Shirt Day.  Wear your 
brightest, most ostentatious 
shirt ever!  Please bring along 
a gold coin donation.  All funds 
will go directly to the hearing impaired.  Thanks 

for your support. 
 

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 

Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 
private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 

School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the 

following sponsors. 
 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 

 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 
Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 
members of the school community (with a 
further $250 going to Great Ryrie Primary 

School).  
Contact Jenny for more information on: 

0433 770 676 
--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 

BAKERS’ DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 
the bread requirements for school. 

144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 
--- 

BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 
products and vouchers for all school 

fundraisers and events.  
41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 

--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and 

commissions to GRPS through ENJO with 
10% of all sales going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 

All Smiles of the Yarra Valley  
are major sponsors of our fundraising events. 
21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 

Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 
www.allsmiles.com.au 

--- 

Proudly sponsor 
our food fairs and support other school functions! 

17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC  

Phone: (03) 9870 1862  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant 

 
 

Marlborough/Great Ryrie Auskick 2009 
 

 Happy Mother’s Day! 
 
This week heralds the return of our world-famous 
Motherôs Day Celebration and Big Kick 
competition.  Well, perhaps not world famous – 
but it‟s definitely a big hit locally! 
 
For those mums/grandmas/aunties and other 
(female) care givers who are new to our clinic, this 
is great chance to showcase your skills and win a 
prize.  As those who participated last year will 
attest, the stakes are high!  So come prepared to 
have some fun.   
 
The rules are simple: stand in line and kick a footy 
as far as you can.  Sound easy?  Just ask Richo 
how hard it can be at times!  (Or dare I say, ask 
poor old Fev…) (sob… sob…).  She who kicks the 
longest wins the prize.  And there is a prize to be 
won. 
 
So come on mums!  Lace up the leathers and 
warm up the hammies and be prepared to have a 
go.  This week it‟s all about you! 
 
To celebrate Mother‟s Day, we will also be having 
a free sausage sizzle.  So grab a snag or two and 
enjoy the fun… (but please save one for me!) 
 
Happy mother‟s day, mum!! 
 
Regards, 
Shane 
Email: marlboroughgr.auskick@gmail.com 
Phone: 0411 657 554 
 

**Stop press** 
For those of you who take the time to read the calendar of 
events we distribute at the beginning of the season (thanks!), 
you will have noticed we pencilled in a special visit from one 
of the Richmond Football Club senior playing list this 
Saturday.  Due to circumstances beyond our control, this 
date is currently being reviewed. 
The latest news I have from HO is that he may be appearing 
this week, or it may be at a later stage...  Given the upheaval 
at the club over recent weeks (sack the coach/donôt sack the 
coach, play Cuz/donôt play Cuz, has Richo done a knee??) 
we can forgive the mighty Tigers for being a little pre-
occupied at the momenté  Rest assured: someone from 
RFC will pay us a visit at some stage!  I just donôt know 
whené. 


