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NEWSLETTER 
 

 

From the Principal 

 
(Ex Student Ellery Weston Juggles at Assembly) 

No School Friday June 12 

Friday June 12 is a Pupil Free Day for all 
Victorian Government schools.  Teachers will be 
working on student Mid-Year Reports.  Monday 
June 8 is a public holiday.  No children are to 
attend school on either of these days. 

Swine Flu Update: 

As at 11.00am, 25 May 2009 there were eight 
confirmed cases of H1N1 Influenza (Human 
Swine Flu) in Victorian school-aged children.  
Parents of all children at the schools where the 
cases have been confirmed have been provided 
with appropriate information. 

Quarantine actions currently being undertaken 
are precautionary measures.  DHS, in 
consultation with DEECD, will continue to monitor 
the situation and will provide further advice as 
additional information becomes available. 

The current cases of H1N1 Influenza (Human 
Swine Flu) are exhibiting mild symptoms of 
illness, similar to a range of other flu viruses that 
are common during winter.  While it is important 
to be vigilant of H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine 
Flu) there is no need for undue alarm.  

General hygiene in schools  General basic 
hygiene is a key strategy in preventing the spread 
of H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu).  Parents 
can play a key role in reinforcing this behaviour in 
students.  

Further information Specific queries about 
Influenza H1N1 (Human Swine Flu) can be 
directed to any of the following: 

The Swine Influenza Hotline Tel. 180 2007  

Nurse-on-Call Tel. 1300 606 024 – for expert 
health information and advice (24 hours, 7 days) 

Your doctor (GP) – if you have an influenza-like 
illness (fever, cough and fatigue) and have 
travelled to Mexico, USA, Canada, Japan or 
Panama in the past seven days.  

New Interactive Whiteboards in Every Class! 

I am pleased to announce that we have been 
advised in writing, by Julia Gillard, the Federal 
Minister for Education and Mike Symons, the 
Federal Member for Deakin, that our school has 
been successful in its application for funding 
under the National Schools Pride Program. 

We are able to proceed immediately with final 
tenders and installation, with a project completion 
date of 1 February, 2010. 

The total funding to our school is $200,000.  
Interactive whiteboards will certainly bring our 
classrooms well and truly into the 21st century.  

A New Look For Great Ryrie! 

Thank you to all those parents and staff who put 
in their preference for the „look‟ of the new sports 
and performance centre to be built on the site of 
the big shed.  So far the preferred option is 
Option 3 prepared at our request by „Pavan 
Consultants‟ (below).  We stress that at this stage 
we have a concept sketch only.  The final design 
may change during the concept development 
phase. 

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your child‟s teacher, or contact the school office. 
   

  22 May Boomtech on 29 May Level 4 students 
  22 May Notification of accident All families 
    

 

COMING SOON 
The WHOLE SCHOOL 

Circus excursion  

Diary Dates 

JUNE calendar included in this 

newsletter 

Volume 12  Issue 15                                         28 May 2009 

mailto:great.ryrie.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.greatryrieps.vic.edu.au/


 

Thank you also to the parents who attended the 
presentation of the current proposal in the 
staffroom on Monday.   

DEECD has contracted „Arup‟ to be the state-
wide program managers for school building 
projects and have contracted „Coffey Projects‟ to 
be the project managers for projects in our 
region.   

We are advised that Coffey Projects will be in 
touch with us soon to ensure design 
documentation is ready to tender by mid July. 

Prep Enrolments for 2010:  
If you know anyone who is seeking to enrol their 
child in Prep next year, please let them know that 
they need to have their enrolment form lodged at 
the school office no later than Friday June 26, 
2009.  

Can We Help You? 
Parents experiencing financial difficulties are 
asked to contact me through the office to make 
any arrangements needed for assistance in 
ensuring their children do not miss out! 

Wishing you a great weekend, 

Doug Elliott 

Principal 

Level Reports by Our School Captains: 

(David, Abbey, Zoe and Ellena) 

David: in Level 4 this week, the students are 
studying the rules of silent 'e' in Spelling and the 
process of subtraction in Maths.  In Integrated 
studies, we are creating „Wanted‟ posters of the 
actual convicts who sailed on the First Fleet to 
Australia.  This week we play Kalinda in 
interschool sport. 

Ellena: In Level 3 last week, the students 
continued their work with fractions.  They have 
also been studying the „Human Body‟, and this 
week focusing on the muscular system.  Twenty 
lucky students participated in District Cross 
Country and ran well.  The Year 4's loved 
attending the Science excursion at the Ringwood 
Library run by Professor Bunsen. 

Abbey: In Level 1, the children have been 
learning all about the letter g.  In literacy groups 
they got pictures of animals and matched them 
with their correct name. They talked about the 
zoo and did related activities. They went to the 
zoo on Friday and they all enjoyed it a lot. The 
Preps loved the bus trip and seeing all of the 
wonderful animals. 

TERM DATES FOR 2010 
Term 1  1 February (students start) to 26 March - 
teachers begin Term 1 on 27 January 
Term 2  12 April to 25 June 
Term 3  12 July to 17 September 
Term 4  4 October to 17 December 

 

AUSSIE OF THE MONTH – MAY 

Kevin Hong 

 
Seen here being presented with his award by  

Mrs Green 
 

This Aussie of the Month is a Level 3 student who 
is a thoughtful and caring student.  He always 
goes out of his way to make others feel valued 
and willingly helps others who are in need. This 
Aussie of the Month‟s work habits and dedication 
to learning are an inspiration to others.  He is an 
excellent example to his peers. He has an 
infectious smile that lights up our classroom on a 
daily basis. His excitement at learning new things 
and achieving new goals is a delight to see.  He is 
an asset to the school. 
 

PE NEWS 
Level 4 Interschool Sport this week 

V Kalinda Primary (Melway 50C2) 
Playing away: 

Soccer, Netball C, Softball-mixed and Girls, 
Bat-Tennis 
 

1. Congratulations to all those students who 
were selected to go to District Cross 
Country.  

2. Well done to GRPS District Cross 
Country for finishing 3

rd
 out of 8 schools!  

3. A special congratulations to the following 
students who made it through to Zone 
Cross Country: 

TJ Blizzard   Sam Heron 
David Friend  Jacob Burdett-Costello 
Lachlan Kewley  Khy Blizzard 
Amber Engelhardt  Chloe Cassidy 
Chloe Stephens  Lauren Kewley 

 

SAFETY HOUSE PROGRAM 
 
The Great Ryrie Primary School Safety  
House Committee is in danger of collapse. 
 

Three of the members with 7 years each have 
to move on with other projects and we need 
urgent assistance to keep the committee 
going.  It is not a big „time‟ commitment, so 
please leave your details with Yvonne at the 
office.   
 

OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD NEEDS 

YOU! 

 

 



Community Notices  

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game é. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and weôll 

let everyone know!! 

CONGRATULATIONS 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
25 May 2009 

1D  -  Lucy Stocker 
1J -     Honey Cin Zah 
1M  -   Olivia Henry 
1S - Laura Milton 
2F - Amy Posetti 
2H - Charlie Marsh 
2J - Archie Hore 
2K -  Isabella Amy 
2M - Chloe Robinson 
2R -  Rohan Jangid 
2T  - Sean McNamara 
3E -  Amber Landewee 
3G -  Jessica Framic 
3H - Eden Babic 
3M - Grace McDonald 
3N -  Trey Braione 
3S -  Dylan Milton 
4B - Taylor Grimmett 
4F -  Emily Monteau 
4H -   Pla Pla Thaw 
4J -  Ellena Boyd 
4M - Jai Holleley 
4W - Brooke Skurnik 
LOTE - Owen Spencer – Keeble (3H) 
LOTE (L4) - Adrienne Murphy (4M) 
PE - Charlie Marsh (2H) 
Performing Arts – Kyan Foster (4M) 
 

 

A New Addition to the GRPS Family 
Welcome Ava Lily, sister to Jacob  
Hauser (4M), who was born on  
Saturday 23

rd
 May at 9.30am.   

She weighed 8lb 3oz!     
Congratulations to all the family. 
 

The Under 10 boys Football Lightning 
Premiership Competition was held on 

Sunday 17 May 
Josh Hartill, Ben Anderson, Harry May, Sam 
Heron and Nathan Georgiadis all played for 
Heathmont Jets and Jacob Burdett-Costello 
played for Norwood.  Both these teams won their 
group premierships.  Congratulations, boys! 
 

LIBRARY 
BOOK CLUB 
Book Club Issue 4 June orders and payment is 
due back to school no later than next 

TUESDAY 2nd June 
the order will be placed online Wednesday with 
delivery expected within 5 to 7 days after this 
date. 

 
BOOK FAIR 13TH – 19TH MAY 
Congratulations to Connor Wallis for the correct 
guess of 219 dinosaurs in the lunchbox. 

Happy reading everyone, 
Mardi Pechar 

 

 

PFA News  
Aussie Farmers Direct: Thanks to those who have 
already returned forms.  If you are interested 
(new or existing clients) please send your form to 
the office as soon as possible, so we can then 
receive our $10.00 per customer contribution. 
   

Reminder 
To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 
please telephone them direct on: 

0418 571 136 

PERFORMING ARTS          

 

MUSICAL 

EXTRAVAGANZA 2009  

óUNDER THE BIG TOP'      
 

Thanks to all those parents who attended our last 
parent meeting for the musical 
extravaganza 2009. The next 
meeting will take place next 
Tuesday 2 June at 2.30pm in 
the staffroom.  
Please remember to return 
your „Silvers Circus‟ excursion 
permission form and payment. 

Numbers need to be finalised 
soon.  
This week we were very fortunate to have a 
demonstration of circus skills by one of our past 
students, Ellery Weston. It was a fantastic 
performance and very entertaining. Well done 
Ellery. 
Ellery has very kindly offered to teach a few of our 
students to uni-cycle. He will do this after school 
every Thursday until the Production from 3.30pm 
till 4.30pm at school, free of charge. If any of our 
students become competent in this skill they 
might be able to perform as part of our Production 
in August. We will only accept 5 students into this 
class. I will be present during the class to 
supervise as well. All participating students must 
be able to provide their own helmet, knee pads, 
wrist and elbow guards. Enrolment forms will be 
available at the office from Friday this week. The 
first 5 forms returned with parental permission will 
be accepted into the class.  

Regards, 
Helen Francis  

 

INDONESIAN COMPETITION FINALS 
Congratulations to the following children who 
made it into the Sayemabra Finals this Saturday 
30 May. I have printed the time of your oral in 
brackets. 
 

Ella Birt  L4 (10.15 - 10.10.25) 
Stephanie Kewley L1 (9.15 - 9.25) 
Emily Hopper L1 (9.30 - 9.40) 
Kirrilee Knipping L1 (9.45 - 9.55) 
Samuel Kirchner L1 (10.00 - 10.10) 
 

Remember don‟t  wear school uniform.  It is at the 
same place, the same questions, so have fun 
practising. 
 

Semoga Sukses (Good Luck!) 
 

Ibu Breen.  

 



 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
Monday  8.30 – 9.30am 
Friday   3.20 – 4.00pm  
 
 

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 

Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 
private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 

School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the 

following sponsors. 
 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 

 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 
Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 
members of the school community (with a 
further $250 going to Great Ryrie Primary 

School).  
Contact Jenny for more information on: 

0433 770 676 
--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 

BAKERS‟ DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 
the bread requirements for school. 

144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 
--- 

BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 
products and vouchers for all school 

fundraisers and events.  
41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 

--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and 

commissions to GRPS through ENJO with 
10% of all sales going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 

All Smiles of the Yarra Valley  
are major sponsors of our fundraising events. 
21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 

Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 
www.allsmiles.com.au 

--- 

Proudly sponsor 
our food fairs and support other school functions! 

17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC  

Phone: (03) 9870 1862  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant 

 
 

Marlborough/Great Ryrie Auskick 2009 
Amongst true champions 

 

This weekôs edition of the Auskick Update makes reference to the 
dead-set legends of our game.  Such a statement could equally be 
applied to the gurus who put on a fantastic display of football mastery 
that was witnessed by our Auskickers at Etihad Stadium last Friday 
night, or the Auskickers themselves that ran out at half time to play a 
match in front of a massive crowd.  But the comments can also be 
applied to the numerous mums and dads who laced up the boots and 
had a kick in the annual Kids v Parents grudge match on Saturday 
morning!  As each of the events are momentous in there own right, 
letôs take a look at what transpiredé 

¶ Geelong v Bulldogs blockbuster 
Geelong won, Bulldogs lost.  End of storyé  But what a magnificent 
match it was, right down to last kick of the night!  With so much 
passion, skill, dedication and determination showed by both sides, it 
was one of the all time greats.  Alas, the better team won on the day. 

¶ Half-time Grid Match  
It is with much pride that I am to report how well our older participants 
did at this yearôs grid match.  A highlight of our calendar, the kids had 
the opportunity to run out in front of more than 45 000 roaring fans 
and experience the exhilaration of playing on a ground graced by 
legends.   Highlights included a great torp from Tom Nicoll, 4 goals 
from Jacob Mumford and a superb effort from first-timer Jacob 
Rhodes.  Well done to everyone ï and especially to Charlie for 
keeping it all together. 

¶ Parents v Kids grudge match 
Kids won, Parents lost.  End of story! (But what a magnificent match it 
was, right down to last kick of the morningé  With so much passion, 
skill, dedication and determination showed by both sides, it was one 
of the all time greats.  Alas, the better team won on the dayé.) 
 
This week is a normal clinic commencing at 9.30am.  Please note that 
we will NOT be running a clinic over the Queenôs birthday weekend 
(Saturday 6 June) contrary to previous advice).   
 
Go Blues! (no comment) 
 
Regards, Shane 
Email: marlboroughgr.auskick@gmail.com 
Phone: 0411 657 554 



 
The Chaplain‟s Corner 28/05/09 
“Walking the journey to growth” 

 
M. Scott Peck wrote a book entitled “The Road 
Less Travelled”. Confronting and solving 
problems is a painful process which most of us 
attempt to avoid. However, “avoidance of 
necessary suffering” results in greater pain, and 
inability to grow. Drawing heavily on his own 
professional experience, Dr M. Scott Peck, a 
psychiatrist, suggests ways in which facing our 
difficulties - and suffering through the changes - 
can enable us to reach a higher level of self-
understanding, and a deeper level of loving 
relationships. 
 
I was talking with someone recently who said that 
“we find the strength we need, to go through the 
tough times, when we know we are on the right 
path. It will probably get worse before it gets 
better, but we stay on track, because what we are 
working on is worth it.” This might be a 
relationship, or other areas such as money 
struggles, anxiety or health. 
 
Last year I struggled greatly with claustrophobia. 
Whenever I was underground or in a confined 
space, I would get panicky. 
I went to see some people at my church, and we 
talked through and prayed about my fear. As we 
worked through this issue, a childhood 
experience came to me. I had no idea that it had 
affected me so much. As I went home I was very 
relieved to know that this fear was faced and 
dealt with. I felt extra relief when I next drove 
through the Eastlink tunnel, and the following 
month when I went into underground caves, and 
the fear was gone.  
 
I had to acknowledge my fear, and then 
experience tears before I could find peace again. 
It can be really difficult to deal with deep issues, 
but I am so thankful for the understanding and 
growth that came as I shared my problem with 
others who I trusted. We all carry memories with 
us, many of which are happy ones, but many 
have deep hurts hidden away. 
 
It is hard to face our fears. We want to be happy 
all the time. Life however is not that easy. We 
have many experiences that wound us and make 
us feel vulnerable. Others can try to help, but in 
the end it is up to us to find a place/person where 
these matters can be safely brought into the open 
– with a counsellor or a close friend, or a 
chaplain. 
 
Take care of yourself, as you walk your journey of 
life, with perseverance and determination to grow 
into a better future.   
 

Alan Silverwood – Chaplain 
[The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal 

Government & Community support. 
This is a voluntary program in our school community.] 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Craftworks  
Come and learn a new craft  : 

 

Quilled Cards, Beading, Special Gift 
Boxes and Learn to Croch et.  

 

Creche available.  
 

Tuesday mornings  
2nd , 9 th , 16th  and 23 rd  June.  

9.15 ð 11.45 am.  
Ringwood Uniting Church  

Cnr Station St and Greenwood Ave  
Ringwood  

 

For more details contact Judith 9870 8963 
or Betty 9879 1453. 

 

HEATHMONT JETS Junior Football Club 
Happy 40

th
 Birthday Invitation 

All past players, coaches, officials and families of 
the Heathmont/Heatherdale Junior Football Club 
to celebrate the 40

th
 year of the club. 

Saturday 27 June at Heatherdale Reserve, 
Purches Street at 7.30pm. 

Cost $20 per person 
Full Spit Roast Dinner (adults only) 

RSVP: 17 June 
Contact Marty Sverns 9720 8112/0409 499 233 

sverns@bigpond.net.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


