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NEWSLETTER 
 

 
 

From the Principal 

Which Will It Be? 
We now have three concept designs for the 
proposed „Sports and Performance Centre‟ to be 
built on the site of the “Big Shed”.  This will be a 
fantastic enhancement to our facilities and 
programs.  We are very interested to get your 
opinion of the concept sketches, which show the 
view from the school oval.  Which design idea 
should we go for? 
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A full presentation of the current proposal will be 
held for parents in the staffroom, at 2:30pm on 
Monday next week.  Our deadlines are very short 
so please leave a message at the office as to 
whether you prefer Option 1, 2 or 3, no later than 
4pm next Tuesday. 

Open Morning Cancelled: 
Due to the Level 2 swimming program and the 
Level 1 excursion planned for tomorrow, Friday 
May 22, our annual Open Morning, normally held 
on the last Friday of Education Week, has had to 
be cancelled.  Our apologies for any 
inconvenience caused.  Parents will be notified of 
the date for this year‟s Open Morning as soon as 
possible, if we are able to go ahead with an 
alternative plan. 

Prep Enrolments for 2010:  
During Education Week we have run several 
school tours for parents interested in enrolling 
their Prep child at Great Ryrie next year.  We are 
holding our final tour tonight at 7pm.  If you know 
anyone who is seeking to enrol their child in Prep 
next year, please let them know that they need to 
have their enrolment form lodged at the school 
office no later than Friday June 26, 2009.  

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your child‟s teacher, or contact the school office. 
   

  13 May School Photo order forms  All children 
  15 May Aussie Farmers Direct order forms All families 
   

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 
Next Tuesday 26 May 

Named order forms were sent home 
last week.   

Please return them to school on photo 
day.             

Diary Dates 

MAY 
18 – 23   EDUCATION WEEK 

19 – 29  Level 2 Swimming 
Friday 22  Level 1 visiting the Zoo 
Monday 25 Aussie of the Month assembly 
Tuesday 26 School Photos 
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Due to the high numbers of Prep enrolments we 
receive every year, priority is given to children 
who live in our immediate area or have siblings 
already attending Great Ryrie. 

Ask The Teacher: 
Parents are reminded that the best port of call for 
any question or concern is your child‟s teacher.   
Simply arrange a time to meet with your child‟s 
teacher to catch up on your child‟s progress or to 
clarify a concern on any issue at all. 

Teachers are often busy at the start and end of 
the day but they are usually available to arrange a 
time to talk in person or over the phone.  

Can We Help You? 
Parents experiencing financial difficulties are 
asked to contact me through the office to make 
any arrangements needed for assistance in 
ensuring their children do not miss out! 

Wishing you a great weekend, 
Doug Elliott 
Principal 
 

Level Reports by Our School Captains: 

(David, Abbey, Zoe and Ellena) 

Ellena: In Level 3 last week the Year3's have 
had a hard week doing NAPLAN testing.  In 
Integrated Studies they are focusing on the 
Human Body and in Maths the Students are 
learning about fractions.  The Year 4's are looking 
forward to Professor Bunson's excursion about 
Science to take place at Ringwood Library.   

Zoë: In Level 2 last week, the children 
investigated their unit on "Farm to Table." They 
have made bread and food circles.  In Maths, 
they have collected data and shown their results 
in many different ways. The Level 2's are very 
excited about swimming this week. 

Abbey: In Level 1 The Preps have had a huge 
week learning all about the letters P and H. They 
made popcorn and have been making zoo animal 
shapes. They are all very excited about going to 
the zoo on Friday. They went to the book fair and 
made their book wish list which they thought was 
amazing fun! They loved the morning activities on 
the computer, working on Kids Pix and Letter 
Land. 

Thank you.  

TERM DATES FOR 2010 
Term 1  1 February (students start) to 26 March - 
teachers begin Term 1 on 27 January 
Term 2  12 April to 25 June 
Term 3  12 July to 17 September 
Term 4  4 October to 17 December 

 
PE NEWS 
Level 4 Interschool Sport this week 
V Croydon Hills Primary (Melway 36G10) 

Playing away: 
Softball-mixed and girls, Netball C and 
Football 
 

Help needed: 
We are looking for parent help for Level 4 sport, 
during Term 2, on Friday afternoons between 
1:50 – 3:30pm. If you are available, and able to 
help, please contact the Level 4 teachers or Peter 
Hensen. 

Community Notices 

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game …. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and we’ll 

let everyone know!! 

CONGRATULATIONS 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
18 May 2009 

1D  -  Sam Kerwin 
1J -     Maddy Atkinson 
1M  -   Ken Ye 
2E -  Jessica Bowyer - Smyth 
2J - Chrisna Op 
2K -  Elliott Jacobs 
2M - Connor Smith 
2R -  Callum Leavey 
2T  - Liam McLaren 
3E -  Joshua Lord 
3G -  Alan Wu 
3H - Jonathan Egan 
3M - all the Year 3‟s in 3M 
3N -  Bethany Kerwin 
3S -  all the Year 3‟s in 3S 
4F -  Courtney Stelfox 
4H -   Jas Kaur 
4J -  whole class 
4M - Taylor Fraser 
4W - Luke Simpson 
LOTE (L4) - Courtney Kerr (4B) 
Visual Arts - Sylvia Dang (1M) 
AP Awards - Ellen Vezey (3N) 
  Ruby Charles (4M) 
  Jai Holleley (4M) 
  Xanthia Ireson (4M) 
 

MORE BABY NEWS: 

 
Welcome Alanah Grace Clark born on 9

th
 April.  

Her brothers Joshua (4W) and Lachlan (3S) are 
very pleased to have a baby sister. 
 

Congratulations Great Ryrie …. We raised 
$471.50 from our LOUD SHIRT day 
donations last Thursday. 
 

¶ Our thoughts are with Laurel Dines and 
her children, Matthew, Rebecca and 
Renee Egan, on the recent death of 
Laurel‟s partner, Malcolm Oram.  Mal had 
received a lung transplant three years 
ago.  He successfully competed in the 
Australian Transplant Olympics last 
October winning six silver medals.  
Unfortunately his health deteriorated 
recently and he will be sadly missed but 
fondly remembered. 

 
 

 



DO YOU HAVE A GREEN THUMB? 
Do you like to garden? 
Would you have some spare time to help garden 
at Great Ryrie PS? 
If you can offer some time and expertise to further 
improve our gardens by working alongside 
teachers and students, to prepare, plant and 
maintain our school gardens, please leave your 
name and contact details at the office or come 
and see me. 
Thanks 
Helen Abbott 
 

PERFORMING ARTS          

óAUSSIE OF THE MONTHô 
PERFORMANCES 

This Monday 25
th
 May at the 

„Aussie of the Month‟ 
assembly both our Junior Choir 
and Junior Band will be performing. Please come 
along and support these groups in their 
performances.  
  
We will also be having a special guest perform. 
He is a past student, Ellery Weston, who will be 
performing some circus acts and tricks. Ellery has 
been specially trained in circus and magic skills. 
His performance will be extremely entertaining.    
 

MUSICAL 

EXTRAVAGANZA 2009 

óUNDER THE BIG TOP'      
 

Congratulations to all the students 
who participated in the circus 
drawing competition. The response 
was overwhelming. After very 
difficult and long consideration, 
10 finalists were chosen. These 
students are: 

Chloe Huynh – 4M, Noah 
Newnham – 2H, Lachlan Kewley – 4B, Courtney 
Stelfox – 4F, Chloe Stephens – 4W, Chloe 
Cassidy – 4F, Lauren Kewley – 3N, Dylan Smith 
– 3M, Monie Huynh – 4F and Caitlin Grimmett – 
3E.  
Out of these students the design by Courtney 
Stelfox was chosen to be on our official 
Production „Under the Big Top‟ t-shirt. These t-
shirts will be for sale later this term. The other 
designs from the 10 finalists will be used in other 
promotional material for our Production.  
 
Congratulations also to all those students who 
participated in the „So You Think You‟re a Circus 
Act?‟ event last Monday. It was fantastic to see all 
the talent we have among our students at 
G.R.P.S. A selection of these students will be 
chosen to perform in a special showcase item in 
our production „Under the Big Top‟ in August. 
These students will be announced this Monday at 
assembly.  

Regards, 
Helen Francis.  

 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
Monday  8.30 – 9.30am 
Friday   3.20 – 4.00pm  
 

 

LIBRARY 
BOOK CLUB 
Book Club Issue 4 June orders and payment is 
due back to school no later than TUESDAY 2

nd 

June, the order will be placed online Wednesday 
with delivery expected within 5 to 7 days after this 
date.  

 
BOOK FAIR 13 ï 19 MAY 

A big THANK-YOU to the school 

community for the generous support of the 
Jurassic Book Fair which sold over $4,200 in 
books and other merchandise, the school 
receives books as commission from the Book 
Fair. 
Special thanks go to Marg McHardy, Trudi 
Owens, Tracey Adams, Linda Sanchez-Legg, 
Grainne Douglas, Glenda Winchester and Carol 
Brown for their assistance in selling the books.  
Also, great appreciation to the children of Great 
Ryrie for their enthusiasm and exemplary 
behaviour over the duration of the Book Fair. 

 
WINNERS OF THE DAILY DRAW 
Congratulations go to the following children, 
winners of the daily prize :- 
Wednesday  Liam 1J 
Thursday  Chloe c/- 2M 
Friday    Jordan 2E 
Monday   Merryn 1S 
Tuesday  Kaity 3H 
The winner of the counting the dinosaurs in the 
lunchbox competition will be announced at 
assembly on Monday morning. 

Happy reading everyone, 
Mardi Pechar 

PFA News  
Aussie Farmers Direct: If you are interested (new 
or existing clients) please send your form to the 
office, we can then receive our $10.00 per 
customer contribution. 
 

Once again a BIG thank you to Sam and her 
Mothers‟ Day Stall helpers. The Mothers Day Stall 
profit was $1740. We have some items left to sell 
and have already purchased some gifts for next 
year as well. 
   

SICK BAY desperately needs sizes 8 and 12 

boysõ tracksuit pants for accidents. 

Please send them to the office if you have 

spares. 

 

SAFETY HOUSE PROGRAM 
The Great Ryrie Primary School Safety House 
Committee is in danger of collapse. 
Three of the members with 7 years each have 
to move on with other projects and we need 
urgent assistance to keep the committee 
going. 
Please leave your details with Yvonne at the 
office. 
 

Reminder 
To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 
please telephone them direct on: 

0418 571 136 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUGE GARAGE SALE 
 

Saturday 23 May 
37 sunset Drive, Heathmont 

8.00am – 3.00pm 
Toys in near new condition 
Cubby house furniture 
Double pram & stroller 
Games & jigsaw puzzles 
Bardies, bratz, polly pockets 
Over 450 books 
CDs & LPs 
Videos & DVDs 
Computer parts & software 
Antique bottles 
Linen 
Household items, etc. 
 

 

 

 

 

Attention Past Heathmont Pre-School 
Families (Viviani Cres) 

With the new extension to the Heathmont Pre-
school, commemorative pavers are being laid.  If 
you are interested in purchasing any these pavers 
please contact Dee Skinner 0412 620642 or  
Meagan Scotto 0413 121899 for details.  Orders 
closing Friday 29

th
 May 2009 

 

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 
Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 

private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 
School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the 

following sponsors. 
 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 

 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 
Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 
members of the school community (with a 
further $250 going to Great Ryrie Primary 

School).  
Contact Jenny for more information on: 

0433 770 676 
--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 

BAKERSô DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 
the bread requirements for school. 

144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 
--- 

BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 
products and vouchers for all school 

fundraisers and events.  
41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 

--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and 

commissions to GRPS through ENJO with 
10% of all sales going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 

All Smiles of the Yarra Valley  
are major sponsors of our fundraising events. 
21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 

Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 
www.allsmiles.com.au 

--- 

Proudly sponsor 
our food fairs and support other school functions! 

17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC  

Phone: (03) 9870 1862  

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant 

 
Marlborough/Great Ryrie Auskick 2009 

The return of one of the great clashes 
 
What a cold and wintery morning we had last week, as 
the wind set in to chill us all to the core.   
 
Though the rain abated (thanks again to those every 
thoughtful footy gods) the wind-chill factor was off the 
scale.  Watching the mums and dads – and one very 
dedicated grandma – sitting on the sidelines rugged up 
and shivering, I was impressed at the commitment 
shown to our great game.  But it was kids that 
impressed me the most as they ran, jumped, fell, 
handpassed and kicked, despite having fingers frozen 
to the bone and toes that resembled fish fingers… 
  
This week heralds the return of one of the greatest 
rivalries in local sporting traditions: the Kids v Parents 
Grudge Match!  That‟s right folks, pull out the old footy 
boots and warm up the hammies as the adults verse 
the kids in a show-down like no other.  We will be 
running a couple of separate games on Saturday, one 
for the younger kids and one for the older bods 
(numbers permitting).  So come prepared to have some 
good old fun and exact some revenge for all the 
sleepless nights, overdrawn bank accounts massive 
fuel bills courtesy of the little cherubs we love so 
much… 
 
**Grid Match Update** 
Thankyou to all who have responded to the grid match 
on Friday night.  All places are now full, with 12 lucky 
participants ready to play at half time at the Geelong v 
Bulldogs match at Etihad Stadium.  This is a great 
event for the older kids who have a magic opportunity 
to run out onto the ground and have a kick in front of a 
massive crowd.  Enjoy the opportunity guys!  You 
deserve it. 
 
Go Blues! 
Regards, Shane 
Email: marlboroughgr.auskick@gmail.com 

Phone: 0411 657 554 



The Chaplainôs Corner 21/05/09 
ñHow do we set up our kids for life?ò 

 
Think back to your childhood. What things are 
you thankful for about how you grew up in your 
family? What things would you rather forget? I am 
sure that most of us would have some things in 
both categories. I know that my Dad didn‟t ever 
spend much time with us as kids, so it gave me a 
determination to do some things differently when I 
became a Dad. 
 
I am thankful for family picnics, for growing up in 
country areas, and for knowing that I was loved 
by my family. 
I would rather forget the tragic death of my uncle, 
my parent‟s divorce, and my brother‟s struggle 
with depression. 
Because of my childhood experiences, and those 
of my wife, there were things that we chose to do 
in our family. 
Here are some of the things we valued as our 
kids grew up [they are now 21, 24 & 27]: 
 

¶ Watching favourite movies together 

¶ Cherishing the treasures our kids made, 
plastering the fridge with them 

¶ Having brain food in the morning before 
going to school, or weekend sport 

¶ Let them know that you are always here 
for them, whatever they choose to do 

¶ Saying „no‟ or „not yet‟, and not giving in 
even if they whinged 

¶ Join in the backyard cricket or footy, even 
if you have to put off doing the dishes 

¶ Hugs! 

¶ Having treats, like an ice-cream from the 
milk bar 

¶ For our family, it was also helping them 
learn about God 

¶ Celebrating birthdays in lots of ways 
[including many different shaped birthday 
cakes] 

 
Every family is different, and there are no actual 
rules for parents, except perhaps „love your 
children‟. However, we are constantly learning 
about what being a parent means, and it is not 
always easy to make choices when life is tough. 
So …. I trust that the above ideas are helpful for 
you, as you continue to discover what to do next 
in your family. 
 
We don‟t have to do what others do. We just need 
to do what is best for our own family, to give them 
the best opportunities for a good future. We don‟t 
have to do this on our own either. There are 
people who can help us on the journey, such as 
Parentline & other support services. There are 
brochures for some of these agencies in the 
stand near the office at the front of the school.  
 

Alan Silverwood – Chaplain 
 [The Chaplaincy program is funded through the 
Federal Government & Community support. 
This is a voluntary program in our school 
community.] 

 
 
 

Host Families Urgently Needed for 

Exchange Students  
A number of Exchange Students, boys and girls aged 15-18, 
are relying on volunteer host families to enable them to 
come to Australia to study and live during their half, one or 
two school semester stay here. Should you feel you and 
your family could afford to have an extra host brother or 
sister at mealtimes and have a spare bed, share room or 
own, for even 6-8 weeks, please contact Klaus Schumann 
on (03)97584279. You can make a friend for life with your 
Italian, German, Belgian, French, Dutch, Japanese or 
Brazilian student and their family. Hope to hear from you. 
Klaus Schumann,  
WEP Community Coordinator 
 
 


