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NEWSLETTER 
 

From the Principal 
School Captains Attend Dawn Service! 
Our thanks go to the staff. Parents and students 
who attended the Dawn Service at the Ringwood 
Clock Tower on Saturday.  Our four School 
Captains laid a wreath on behalf of the school 
community.  The following recount was written by 
Abbey Heron:  

 
I was having a nice dream when I heard "Abbey, 
Abbey wake up we have to go to the dawn 
service at the Ringwood Clock Tower!" It was 
Mum waking me up.  
 

It was FREEZING when we got to the clock 
tower. My little brother Matt asked me what 
ANZAC Day was about and why were we getting 
up so early. I told him all about the soldiers who 
have fought for our country and how many of 
them lost their lives.    
 

Once we were there, I saw Ms. Hogan with the 
wreath. Then I saw Ellena, Zoe and David. Once 

the service started a group of soldiers marched 
out in formation with their guns.   They were all in 
uniform. Then another soldier started playing 'The 
Last Post' on the trumpet.  
 

After that we had 2 minutes silence to 
commemorate the soldiers who died. Then a lady 
called out each participating school and the 
names of each student laying a wreath.   I felt 
very proud when Great Ryrie Primary Schools 
name was called out over the loudspeaker.   After 
we laid the wreath the service was over and we 
could go home.   Boy, did I sleep well that night!! 
Abbey Heron. 
 

Under The Big Top 
Helen Francis, our Performing Arts Teacher, has 
negotiated a unique opportunity for all of our 
students to attend a special performance by 
Silver‟s Circus as preparation for this year‟s whole 
school production.  
 

The production is a significant event in the 
curriculum for 2009 and this excursion will provide 
a exhilarating educational experience for all 
students and will greatly enhance learning 
activities planned across the school over the next 
few months. 
 

All levels will be involved in this activity and 
accordingly other excursions across the school 
for the remainder of 2009 will be planned with the 
cost of this experience taken into account. 
 

As always, any parents experiencing financial 
difficulty in meeting the costs of school programs 
are asked to contact the Principal early, in order 
make alternative arrangements for payment. 
 

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your child‟s teacher, or contact the school office. 
 

 22 April  Level 4 Incursion    Level 4 students 
 24 April  Level 4 Winter Interschool Sport  Yr 6 and selected Yr 5 students 
 27 April  Circus Drawing Competition  All students 
 28 April  Year 4 visit Ringwood Library  Year 4 students 

Reminder to all parents 
If you are helping in classrooms or on 
excursions you MUST have a „Working 

With Children‟ check. 
Application forms are available from the 

office. 

Diary Dates 

 

MAY calendar attached to this 

newsletter 
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Fundraising In 2009 
Our heartfelt thanks go to all those staff and 
parents who have involved themselves in 
fundraising activities already this year and also to 
those who are now involved in helping with the 
preparation for our Circus Production in August. 
 

This year is not a fete year because of all the 
work that needs to go into a whole school 
production.  In a fete year the school raises 
approximately $30,000 towards equipment and 
resources from which all children benefit. 
 

Without a fete this figure drops considerably.  
Accordingly several fundraising activities are 
being planned around the school production.  
Parents are advised that the cost of the 
production itself and related activities such as the 
circus excursion are not fundraising activities.  
These two major events are priced to cover costs 
only and not to raise funds for the school. 
 

Parents will be advised of any and all fundraising 
activities planned in 2009 and to what programs 
these funds will be directed. 
 

Parents Victoria Online Conference 
Parents of primary and secondary students, in all 
locations, are warmly invited to take part in the 
third online conference to be held by Parents 
Victoria. The conference will be held non-stop on 
the internet from 6am Monday 18 May to midnight 
Sunday 24 May.  
 

No special software is needed, other than an 
internet-connected computer and a browser. The 
online discussions will be very easy to join in, and 
guidelines about how to participate will be 
provided. You can join in for all days, just some 
days, or even a few hours, depending on your 
lifestyle and other commitments. 
 

You can register online at no cost. The 
conference 2009 website will open from 6am on 
Monday 18 May at: 
http://www.cybertext.net.au/pv1_09/ but please 
register yourself online first at 
http://www.cybertext.net.au/pv09.htm 
 

The conference will feature seven „live‟ daily 
online discussions, each of them hosted, for 
several hours each day, by a member of Parents 
Victoria or expert staff from the Department of 
Education and Early Childhood Development and 
the VSCA.  
 

Wishing you a great weekend, 
Doug Elliott 
Principal 
 

Level Reports by Our School Captains: 
(David, Abbey, Zoe and Ellena) 
 

David: In Level 4 the students have made a 
great start to term 2. For the first two weeks we 
will be learning the 2 sounds of oy/oi. The 
students have been learning about the first fleet, 
European settlement and convict life. In maths, 
mapping has been a focus. This Friday inter- 
school sport commences with the first of our 
competitive games against Donvale P.S.  The 
grade 5‟s have been preparing for NAPLAN and 
the grade 6 student leaders visited the Shrine. 
 

Abbey In Level 1 the preps were very busy 
making ANZAC biscuits, which they all thought 
were delicious!  They made a holiday graph all 

about their holiday.  They learnt all about the 
number 8 and they each made an octopus with 
the number 8. They made Annie Apple for the 
letter A, and finally they made the number 7 with 
a tam gram.  
 

Community Notices 

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game …. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and we’ll 

let everyone know!! 

 Congratulations to the Demmert family 
(Chloe, 2R, Heath, 1S and Xavier) who 
welcomed their new sister, Heidi 
Catherine on 21

st
 April. 

 Congratulations to TJ Blizzard (4J) for 
his 1

st
 place in backstroke and 2

nd
 place 

in butterfly at the Primary School State 
Swimming Championships.  He also 
broke the record for backstroke for under 
12 boys.  TJ now goes to Perth in 
September to represent GRPS at the 
National Swimming Championships.  Well 
done, TJ! 

 Tahnia Burdett-Costello (4H) 
successfully competed in the District 
Basketball tryouts and will go on to the 
Zone competition.  Congratulations, 
Tahnia. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  
AUSSIE OF THE MONTH 

March 2009 

LAUREN KEWLEY (3N) 

 
Lauren is a Level 3 student who demonstrates 
exemplary manners and a strong commitment to 
class norms. Her work habits and dedication to 
her learning are of a high standard. She has a 
friendly, co-operative and reliable manner. She is 
a positive role model to her peers. She always 
demonstrates a caring and compassionate 
attitude to her teachers and her fellow students. 
She is an active participant in all Level 3 activities 
and always puts her best effort into everything 
she does. She has also represented the school at 
many sporting events.  
 

 

 

NEW CANTEEN MENU 
In order to provide more healthy food choices, 
some new items with reduced fat and no 
preservative are added in this term‟s menu.  For 
example, chicken teriyaki with steamed rice, beef 
fried rice and stir-fry chicken noodles. You may 
find the new menu in the school web-sit. Hope 
you like it. 

http://www.cybertext.net.au/pv1_09/
http://www.cybertext.net.au/pv09.htm


CONGRATULATIONS 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
27 April 2009 

1D  -  Stephanie Kewley 
1J -     Nick Lawrence 
1M  -   Mali Neale 
1S -          Joshua Clements 
2E -  Fletcher Smith 
2F -  Connor Davey-Ennis 
2H - Noah Newnham 
2J -  Whole Class 
2K -  Ava Rossi 
2M -  Stephanie Henry 
2R -  Jonathan Ho 
2T  - Callan Thomson 
3E -  Emily Birch 
3G -  Chelsea Denness 
3H -  Chloe Burns 
3M - Lian Lian 
3N -  Laura Bermingham 
3S -  Matthew Kefford 

Declan Bennett 
4F -  Jack Ashton 
4H -   Harry Eganl 
4J -  Georgia Denham 
4M -  Soloasa Fifita 
 
 

 

Heathmont Little Athletics club held it‟s 
presentation night last Friday for the 2008/2009 
season.  Well done to all athletes who received 
attendance medallions and certificates. 
Alan Chan, Koda Blizzard, Jonathan Murphy, 
Stewart Bradshaw Lachlan Kewley, Jason 
Bialecki, Stephanie Kewley, Brooke Mullenger, 
Isabella Alexopoulos, Jennifer Chan were 
awarded the „most improved‟ trophies for runners 
up in their age group. 
Ethan Newnham, Luke Mitchell, TJ Blizzard, 
Sylvia Dang, Zoe neale, Jaime Oliver, Lauren 
Kewley, Ella Birth and Ashleigh Oliver were the 
Heathmont age group trophy winners.  Stephen 
Dang received the President‟s award.  TJ Blizzard 
was awarded the club championship trophy for 
the boys.  Congratulations to you all on your 

achievements. 

 
PE NEWS 
Change of date for: 

 Cross Country – Wed, May 7
th
. All students 

need to come in their house colours on the 
day! 

 Athletics – Not on June 11
th
 anymore, it has 

been postponed to a future date. 
Help needed: 
We are looking for parent help for Level 4 sport, 
during Term 2, on Friday afternoons between 
1:50 – 3:30. If you are available, and able to help, 
please contact the Level 4 teachers or Peter 
Hensen. 

 

Reminder 
To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 

please telephone them direct on: 

0418 571 136 
 

 

MOTHER‟S DAY STALL 2009 
Our Mother‟s Day stall items will be on display 
outside the library from today if you would like to 
have a look.  All the items will be labelled with 
prices on them, but PLEASE DO NOT TOUCH 
the display.  
  

The Mother‟s Day stall will be next Thursday 7
th
 

May and Friday 8
th

 May and each class will be 
allocated at time throughout these days.  The 
same amount of items will be on sale for each 
grade, so please send some money and a bag for 
their purchases along with your child.  The items 
will range from $1.00 to $5.00. 
 

On Friday, after all grades have been to the stall 
an announcement will be made for children that 
had forgotten their money or been away to 
purchase their gifts. 
 

We will then sell the reminder of items from 3-
4pm on Friday in the Library for anyone else 
wanting to buy something, including siblings, for 
their mums. 
 
Thank you 
Sam Spencer-Keeble. 

 
 
LIBRARY 
BOOK CLUB 
The Scholastic Book Club Issue 3 May has 
arrived and been distributed to the grades. All 
orders and payment are due no later than next 
TUESDAY 5

TH
 MAY. 

 
BOOK FAIR 13

TH
 – 19

TH
 MAY 

Great news the Scholastic Jurassic Book Fair is 
coming to our school helping to celebrate MAY IS 
NATIONAL FAMILY READING MONTH! Take the 
challenge and read as a family each day in the 
month of May. 
Our school‟s Book Fair is a great place to find a 
great variety of exciting new books to read for 
your Family Reading Challenge! 
GREAT RYRIE JURASSIC BOOK FAIR will be 
held from WEDNESDAY 13

TH
 MAY to TUESDAY 

19
TH

 MAY in the SCHOOL LIBRARY. 
SALE TIMES 
Wednesday 13th   3.30-4pm 
Thursday 14th    8.30-9am 
    3.30-4pm 
Friday 15

th
   8.30-9am 

    3.30-4pm 
Monday 18

th
    8.30-9am 

    CLOSED 
Tuesday 19

th
    8.30-9am 

    3.30-4.30pm 
Our Book fair is a lively and fun event that 
enables children, parents, teachers and 
community members to purchase quality books 
and classroom materials at reasonable prices, 
while raising funds for our school. 
Looking forward to seeing you at our Jurassic 
Book Fair. There are Free Book Marks with every 
purchase and the chance to win one of 5 Door 
Prizes, one drawn each day. See you there and 
thank-you for your time, 

Mardi Pechar 

 
 

Local Womens‟ 
Refuge needs towels 
– new or good second 
hand.  Please leave 
them at the office. 



PERFORMING ARTS             
Instrumental and band program 

 
All Term 2 tuition fees and 
instrumental hire fees are now 
overdue. If you have not 
already paid please pay by the 
end of this week to secure the 
continuing use of your instrument and 
instrumental lessons. 
There are limited vacancies in some of our 
instrumental lessons. There are a few places left 
in the piano program and 1 position in learning 
the trumpet / trombone. If you are interested 
please contact the office a.s.a.p. and complete an 
enrolment form.   

MUSICAL 

EXTRAVAGANZA 2009 

‘UNDER THE BIG TOP'      
 

Thanks to all those parents who 
attended last week‟s parent 
meeting for the musical 
extravaganza 2009. There will 
be a costume meeting 
tomorrow, Friday 1

st
 May, at 

9.00 a.m. in the staffroom.  
It was decided to have our 

general parent meetings fortnightly. The next 
meeting will take place next Tuesday 5

th
 May at 

2.30 p.m. in the staffroom.  
This week a notice is being sent home 
announcing our very exciting „Circus‟ excursion. 
We are very fortunate to have been able to 
secure an exclusive booking for our school with 
„Silvers Circus‟ on Thursday 18

th
 June. This 

excursion will provide a real life circus experience 
in preparation for our whole school production in 
August.  This is an exciting and rare opportunity 
for our students and will enrich a wide range of 
curriculum studies for all year levels. 
Regards, 
Helen Francis.  
 

PFA NEWS 
Our next meeting is Wednesday 6

th
 May at 

7.00pm in the staffroom.  Everyone welcome! 
 

Mothers‟ Day stall is taking place in the Library 
next Thursday and Friday (see the separate 
notice).  Thank you to all the hardworking Mums 
and friends for putting the gifts together. 
 

2009 – 2010 Entertainment Books for sale 
Order forms included with this newsletter.  If you 
would like to purchase a book, please complete 
the form and return it to the office by 11

th
 May. 

 

Karen Beecher – President 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chaplain‟s Corner 30/04/09 
 “Positive and FUN ideas that foster inner 

peace” 
 
Life can be full of stress, uncertainty, struggles.  
I came across a web-site “101 positive and FUN 
ideas that foster inner peace”. I will share some 
of these throughout the rest of the year, in 
between some of the other themes. I trust that 
they will be helpful for you.   

1. Smile warmly at strangers as you pass 
them by.  

2. Breathe deeply (often throughout the day)  
3. Take a break, you deserve it. (Stand up 

and stretch!)  
4. Give a compliment to the next person you 

see.  
5. Only watch funny movies for a month. 

Invite your friends over and have a laugh 
fest.  

6. Ask for forgiveness.  
7. Forgive.  
8. Take the day off and spend it with loved 

ones.  
9. Don‟t use your car for a week. Walk or 

bike everywhere.  
10. Go to the beach (or to the pool) and dive 

in without testing the water temperature 
first.  

11. Instead of paying cash to go to a show in 
a stadium, meet in parks and create your 
own free music concert.  

12. Express your creativity. Go ahead, try it 
and have fun with it!  

13. Buy local hand-made products.  
14. Buy only what you need.  
15. Pay cash only.  
16. Chop up your credit cards and pat 

yourself on the back  
17. Give away what you don‟t use. Expect 

nothing in return.  
18. Write an anonymous love note and leave 

it on a park bench.  
19. Tell your parents you love them.  
20. Tell your kids you love them. 

 

 “Prayer Group“ 
One of the ways that our school community is 
supported is through a Christian prayer group 
who prays anonymously for people. If at any time 
you would like this group to pray for whatever 
situation you are struggling with, just let the group 
know by calling me at school or sending me an 
email at silverwood.alan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au. 
 

Alan Silverwood – Chaplain 
 

[The Chaplaincy program is funded through the Federal 
Government & Community support. 

This is a voluntary program in our school community.] 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Life Session 

Tuesday 19 May 2009 
 

Family Name ………………………………... We will be attending  Session 1  
Admission per family 1 session $15, 2 sessions $20, 3 sessions $25    Session 2 
          Session 3 
Cash/cheque payable to Family Life on the night. 
 

Please return this form to school by Friday 15 May 

mailto:silverwood.alan.a@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Our Uniform provider has sent a letter stating that 
due to the increase in the cost of fabrics, labour 
and trimmings that they will have to moderately 
increase the prices. 
The increases are due in part to: 

 A negative currency shift between the 
AUD and USD of more than 25% 

 Raw material costs have increased by 
10% in the last year due to: 
1. Cost of recently introduced 

environmental protection regulations 
relating to fabric production. 

2. Increasing energy costs. 
3. Increased wage and manufacturing 

costs. 
4. Increased inbound and outbound 

freight costs. 
We have been informed that there will be an 
increase of approximately 10% effective first day 
of term 3. 
 
UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 

Monday  8.30 – 9.30am 
Friday   3.20 - 4pm 

Mardi Pechar 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK IN JUNIOR SCHOOL 
COUNCIL 

We were very excited because we all went to the 
Shrine.  Then we went on a tour of the crypt 
underneath the Shrine.   
We have also been organizing our next fundraiser 
„Loud Shirt Day‟ on 14

th
 May.  You will need to 

wear a colourful shirt and also a gold coin 
donation. 

 
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the 

following sponsors. 
 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 
 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 

Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 
members of the school community (with a 
further $250 going to Great Ryrie Primary 

School).  
Contact Jenny for more information on: 

0433 770 676 
--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 
BAKERS‟ DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 

the bread requirements for school. 
144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 

--- 
BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 

products and vouchers for all school 
fundraisers and events.  

41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 
--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and 

commissions to GRPS through ENJO with 
10% of all sales going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 

All Smiles of the Yarra Valley  
are major sponsors of our fundraising events. 
21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 

Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 
www.allsmiles.com.au 

--- 

Proudly sponsor 
our food fairs and support other school functions! 

17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC  

Phone: (03) 9870 1862  

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant 

 
Marlborough/Great Ryrie Auskick 2009 

 Lest we forget 
 

After much preparation, excitement and fan fare, 
Auskick 2009 finally kicked off with a bang!  On a 
beautiful autumn morning, the masses were out with 
footy boots on and balls flying through the air in a 
fashion not too dissimilar to the new NAB Auskick 
ads… 
 

It was great to see all of the kids parading around in 
their team colours.  Of special interest was the number 
of Carlton jumpers that made an appearance. As 
promised in previous editions, I will not carry on about 
how good the Blues look this season as that would 
surely be jumping the gun…  But well done kids!  You 
can wear the jumper with pride… 
 

Last week we held a special ceremony at the beginning 
of the clinic to commemorate the ANZACS.  A special 
thanks to Jacob Mumford from our senior leadership 
group for his well-worded tribute.  And also thanks to 
Mark P for demonstrating what a laptop and a Fender 
amp can really do!  
 

I would also like to extend a warm welcome to those 
who are new to our clinic in 2009.  We have record 
prep numbers this year, resulting in a significant overall 
increase in participants for ‟09 from last year.  To those 
who are still waiting on a bag, they are on the way!  It is 
still not too late to register, so if you are keen come 
along and give it a try! 
 

This week is a standard clinic, starting at 9.30am sharp.  
Please arrive early so we can be ready to go on time… 
 

Oh – and how could I let this week‟s edition go without 
mentioning the sad, sad loss inflicted on Collingwood in 
the final 6 seconds of the game last week...  My heart 
bleeds for the poor black and white army.  Yet another 
un-losable game that was lost! 
  

Regards, 
Shane 
Email: marlboroughgr.auskick@gmail.com 
Phone: 0411 657 554 



PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 

Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 
private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 

School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  

 

OPEN DAY AT CUDDLY BEAR CHILD CARE 
ON 2nd MAY FROM 10.00 a.m. to 2.00p.m. 
COME AND SEE OUR NEW CENTRE AND 
FRIENDLY STAFF.  THE DAY WILL INCLUDE 
MUSIC SESSIONS, JUMPING CASTLE AND A 
SAUSAGE SIZZLE. COME DOWN AND MEET 
US ALL.OUR PHONE NO IS 9729 4042. 
 

Cuddly Bear Child Care and Kinder  

274 Canterbury Road  

Heathmont 3135  

(03) 9729 4042  

cuddlybearheathmont@hotmail.com  
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