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NEWSLETTER 
 

 

From the Principal 

 
(www.greatryrieps.vic.edu.au) 

 

Check Out Our New Website! 
You may have noticed some major changes to 
our school website.  We have now been 
sponsored under the banner of Sponsor-Ed so 
that every time you log onto our school site we 
earn fundraising dollars for the school.   
 

You can still find all the information you require at 
our site and can expect a much more up to date 
and interesting site in the process.  Encourage all 
your family and friends to set our website as their 
home page and every time you access the 
internet you will earn fundraising dollars for our 
school.   
 

We are keen to develop this site to its full 
potential and would greatly appreciate your 
feedback to help us improve our web presence in 
anyway. 
 

Our address has not changed: 
www.greatryrieps.vic.edu.au 
 

 

Early Dismissal This Week: 
School finishes at 2:30pm on Friday, April 3 for 
our Term 1 vacation.  School resumes at 8:55am 
on Monday April 20.  We hope you enjoy the 
Term 1 break with your family.  Our final 
assembly for Term 1 has been moved to 9:10am 
on Friday for a special announcement.  Students 
will be dismissed from their classrooms at 
2:30pm. 
 

Keeping Our School Safe and Secure: 
Thank you to all those parents who keep an eye 
on the school outside of hours.  This is a great aid 
in fighting vandalism and theft.  If you notice any 
suspicious activity over the school break please 
call the police on 000 for immediate attendance. 
 

Wishing you a wonderful vacation, 
Doug Elliott 
Principal 
 
Level Reports by Our School Captains: 
(David, Abbey, Zoe and Ellena) 
 
Abbey: In Level 1 last week, the Preps learnt all 
about the letter C, which is “Clever Cat”. They 
have read about and made caterpillars.   They 
learnt all about the number 6 and made a long list 
of insects with 6 legs. They made some wonderful 
Easter baskets and finally, they made their names 
out of magazine letters. They have had a very 
busy week! 
 
Zoe: in Level 2 last week, the children have 
enjoyed looking at patterns and creating patterns 
out of everyday objects. Last Thursday Miss 

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your child‟s teacher, or contact the school office. 
 

 25 March Newsletter   Level 2 students 
 25 March Chess Club   All  families 
 30 March Chocolates Due reminder  Outstanding families 
 30 March „Oliver‟ Movie   Level 4 families 
 31 March Level 3 Excursion   Level 3 families 
   1 April  ANZAC Excursion  Selected children 

LAST DAY OF TERM 1 

Students finish at 2.30pm 

TOMORROW - Friday 3 April 

We wish you all a happy, safe 

holiday. 

Diary Dates 

APRIL 
Thursday 2 Hot Cross Bun delivery 
Friday 3  LAST DAY OF TERM 
  2.30pm students finish 
Sunday 5 Farmers’ market 
Monday 20 Welcome Back for Term 2 
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Eadon‟s sister came and helped the level 2‟s 
plant seeds to help the bush fire affected areas. 
When the seeds turn into seedlings we will be 
sending them to the schools in Gippsland to plant 
the seedlings. We are also looking forward to 
creating communities in our classroom this week 
to finish off our integrated topic. 
 

 

          PERFORMING ARTS             
 

 
   
Term 2 tuition fees are due by the end of this 
term. Fees must be paid to the relevant 
instrumental teacher before the end of this week 
to reserve your child‟s place for term 2.  
Instrumental hire fees are also due for term 2. 
Please pay before the end of this week to secure 
the continuing use of your instrument.  

  

MUSICAL 

EXTRAVAGANZA 2009 

óUNDER THE BIG TOP'      
 

Thanks to all those parents who 
have attended one of our last 2  

parent meetings for the musical extravaganza 
2009. If you haven‟t already heard, the theme for 

our production is ôCIRCUS ð UNDER THE 

BIG TOPõ.  

It was decided to have our next meeting in the 
evening to allow working parents to attend and 
offer their input and help. The meeting will take 
place in term 2 on Wednesday 22

nd
 April 2009 

at 7.30pm. in the staffroom. Please come and 
hear about the production. Your input and help 
would be appreciated and necessary for a 
successful whole school event. There are lots of 
ways to help – not just sewing!!!  
 

WANTED ï to help with our Production 
Next time you go to the shed at home and you 
look at that old bike or all those half tins of paint 
and say to yourself, ”I must take that stuff to the 
tip” – STOP, DONôT DO IT!  
The School Production Team would like any old 
bikes in any condition and old paint in useable 
condition. Pick up service available. 
If you can help with these items please leave the 
details at the office and Baz 
Holdway will contact you.  
                                            

Regards, 
Helen Francis.  
  

LIBRARY 
All library books are due back this week, thank-
you. During the holidays why not go and explore 
your local library. Wishing everyone a safe and 
happy holiday. 

Mardi Pechar 
 

SUPPORT BAKERSô DELIGHT, Heathmont 
 

Please remember to tell Bakers Delight staff you 
are from GRPS as they record purchases from 
school members.  
Thank you Tony, for once again supporting Great 
Ryrie, this time with our Hot Cross Bun Drive. 

 
 

J.S.C. NEWS 
Thank you to the school community for making 
the Easter/Fancy Hat Parade such an 
overwhelming success last Monday.  With thanks 
to the Junior School Council for their great 
organisation and collaboration.  As a school 
community, Great Ryrie has raised $403.00 for 
the Royal Children‟s Hospital Good Friday 
Appeal.  Congratulations to the students of the 
winning hats.  
Level 1 : Kayla Scotto 
Level 2 : Josh Woods 
Level 3 : Flynn Demataur 
Level 4 : Xanthia Ireson 

Happy Easter from the J.S.C. 

 
 

 
PFA NEWS  
Reminders:   
- Chocolate money is due back.  
Upcoming fundraising: 
- In Term Two, we have decided to have 
entertainment books for sale that offer heaps of 
discount vouchers around Melbourne.  
- Mothers‟ Day stall helpers are busy making 
things to sell at the stall on 7 May.  
- At the end of the year we are arranging for 
family portraits to be taken in time for great 
Christmas presents, with free photo and frame. 
- Also, in Term Four, someone at our school will 
win a family holiday to the Gold Coast Seaworld 
Resort. More details later.  

Thank you to everyone who has helped with 
chocolates and the Easter raffle by counting 
money. 
From all us at PFA, I wish you a happy and 
safe holiday.  See you in Term 2. 

Karen Beecher 
President. 

 
UNIFORM SHOP 
The uniform shop will be open tomorrow from 
2pm. 

GRADE SIX BOMBER JACKETS 
There was great excitement on Monday morning 
when the Year 6 Bomber Jackets were handed 
out.  Please name the jackets as they cannot be 
replaced.  

CHECK LOST PROPERTY 
Please check the LOST PROPERTY located near 
the chess pieces outside Miss Kemke‟s 
classroom. 
We have had a lot of reports of missing uniform 
during these past couple of weeks.  Please check 
that the jumpers etc. your child has brought home 
actually belong to your family.   
 

Thank-you, 
Mardi Pechar 

  

Instrumental and Band 
program 

 
 
 



Community Notices  

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game é. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and weôll 

let everyone know!! 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
30 March 2009 

2E - Steffi German 
2F - Connor Davey-Ennis 
2H - Noah Newnham 
2J - Will Mc Hardy 
2R - Pyper Ross 
2T - Gabbi Farmer 
3E -           Jarrod Feng 
3G - Daniel Carter 
3M - Zing Tha Par 
3N - Whole Class 
3S - Karun Kaur 
4B - Meg Battersby 
4F - Hamish Lord 
4H - Caleb Williams 
4J - Caleb Lindner 
4M - Adrienne Murphy 
4W - Kailah Mifsud 
LOTE - Chloe Demmert (2R) 
Artists of the Week   

-  Will Bromley 3H 
-  Grace Zhou Ma 3S 
-  Josette Hema 3M 

 

 

Level 2 will be swimming early in Term 2. 

Notices to be sent home soon after the 
holidays. 

 

Single parents and Child Support 
Participants are sought for a Deakin University research 
study. This study will explore the social, health and financial 
impact of single-parents receiving or not receiving child 
support. It will involve completing a questionnaire every nine 
months and a financial logbook each month for 18 months.  
 

In appreciation of your time, you will receive a $20 Coles 
Myer voucher each time you complete the questionnaire. 
 

If you are: 
Å a single-parent over 18 years of age 
Å eligible to receive child support 
Å receiving Centrelink benefits 
Å have a child at primary school 
Å are interested in participating 

please contact (local call) 1300 760 809 or email: 
ruth.heading@deakin.edu.au for further information. 

 
FAMILY LIFE: Mark this in your diary 

„Family Life‟ will be presenting a series of 
sessions on sexuality education for children and 
their families on Tuesday May 19

th
 in our library. 

 
Years 1 and 2: „Body Basics‟ 5.45pm- 6.45pm 
Years 3 and 4: „Where Did I Come From?‟ 
7.00pm – 8.00pm 
Years 5 and 6: - „Puberty Clues‟ 8.15pm – 
9.15pm 

Helen Abbott 
Admission per family 

(payment made on the night) 
One session - $15     
Two sessions - $20      
Three sessions - $25 

The Chaplain‟s Corner April 2nd 
ñEaster ï Celebrating New Lifeò 

 

New life is what the bushfire victims are looking 
for, in their landscape, as they rebuild, as they 
cope with many traumatic memories. New life is 
what the celebration of the original Easter is all 
about. Every time we crack open an Easter egg, 
or eat a hot cross bun, or see an Easter Bunny, it 
is linked to events over 2000 years ago that 
offered to the world new life. If you are interested 
in reading, 2 books I recommend are: “The Case 
for Easter” by Lee Strobel & “The Sceptics Guide 
to God” by David Heenan. 
 

This has been a very difficult year so far, for 
thousands of people, as we saw the devastating 
power of nature out of control. We heard about 
millions of dollars being raised to help bring hope 
to people‟s lives, plus food & clothing and all 
types of support. I visited 2 relief centres, in 
Healesville and Whittlesea, and saw evidence of 
the great response. 
 

We all need hope in our lives. As children or 
adults in our school community come to talk with 
me, they are looking for a light in a dark or 
confusing place in life. We all need to hear that 
“this will pass”, or “it will get better”, or “I will walk 
with you until you are okay.”  
 

John F Kennedy said, “We should not let our 
fears hold us back from pursuing our hopes.” 
Many people have been anxious and fearful over 
these past weeks. Hope reminds us that there is 
more to come in life, even though we have been 
wounded by our experiences.  
 

The holidays are here, and most of us heave a 
huge sigh of relief. I trust that these 2 weeks will 
bring exactly what you and your family needs, 
whether it be refreshment, fun, new experiences, 
sleep-ins, movies, picnics, or whatever. 
I will be starting my break with a 3 day retreat in a 
bush setting, which will be a welcome time for 
me.  
 

Take care everyone. I will look forward to hearing 
about your holiday experiences when we return. 
 

Alan Silverwood – Chaplain 

 [The Chaplaincy program is funded through the 
Federal Government & Community support. 

This is a voluntary program in our school community.] 
 

Have you got any good quality second-
hand childrenôs books not needed 

anymore? 
 

Help Borders Bookstores raise $200,000 for the 
Red Cross Victorian Bushfire Appeal.  
Borders will match the retail price of all donated 
books up to $200,000, which will go directly to the 
Red Cross Victorian Bushfire Appeal, to help re-
stock schools and libraries in fire affected 
communities. 
Bring to school any good quality second-hand 
books, and place them in the labelled box in the 
school Library. 
These will be passed on to Borders Bookstores, 
as a contribution from Great Ryrie School 
families. 
Any further information, please contact Linda 
Sanchez on 0408 994 481 



SANDS (Vic) 
(Stillbirth and Neonatal Death Support) 

 

Mothersô Day Fair 
Saturday 18th April, 10am to 4pm 

St Josephôs Parish Hall,  
212 Boronia Road, Boronia 

 

Come along and enjoy a FAMILY FUN DAY 
Jumping Castle, Face Painting, Motherôs Day 
gift stalls, Photographer taking Motherôs Day 
Portraits, Sausage Sizzle, Raffle Prizes, 
Entertainment, CFA Fire Truck and much, 
much more 
Help SANDS raise some much needed funds 
so we can continue to support families 
following the loss of a baby. If you would like 
more information, or if you would be 
interested in having a stall, please call the 
SANDS office on 9899 0217. 
 

Rosebank childrenôs bike carrier 
(up to 22kg) 

Good condition $40 
Contact Angela on 0407 558 828 

 

Yarrunga Community Centre is now taking Term 
2 enrolments! As a special treat we have a „Living 
Library‟ program and also Fitball, Bootcamp, 
Bollywood dance, mosaics, pottery and green-
ware painting workshops. Continuing health and 
wellbeing programs, leader-run playgroups, many 
social and interest groups together with our 
reputable computer programs offer many choices 
for you in a great local community environment. 
Childcare available. Please contact 97228942 or 
visit www.yarrunga.org.au for more information.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Southern Cross Cultural Exchange, an Australian 
not-for-profit  organisation specialising in 
international student exchange programs,  is 
seeking volunteer host families for high school 
students scheduled to arrive in Australia in July 
2009 from Germany, Italy, France, Holland, 
Austria, Spain, Sweden, Norway, Denmark 
Finland, Japan, Brazil, Canada and the USA. 
Host families can choose from students staying 
for a range of either 3, 5 or 10 months and they 
all attend local high schools whilst they are in 
Australia. The main purpose of cultural exchange 
is to challenge youth towards international 
understanding and tolerance, encourage further 
learning, self knowledge and awareness - 
invaluable characteristics in today's world. We 
organise all the flights, school enrolment, 
transportation, insurances and support systems. 
Just imagine your child having an older brother or 
sister for a few months from another country. It‟s 
a great opportunity for young children to start 
learning that there is a world of variety and 
opportunity waiting for them – different 
languages, foods, sports, customs, and perhaps a 
visit to look forward to when they grow up. 
To enquire, call Southern Cross Cultural 
Exchange now toll free on 1800 500 501, visit 
www.scce.com.au or email 
scceaust@scce.com.au 
 
 

FREE TO GOOD HOME  

BABY RABBITS  
(Great Easter present).  

Phone Karen 98792449  

  
by Alex Mannion (2F) 

In the crisp and crunchy leaves the children jump and giggle with glee. The 
wind is cold and is going through my ears as I listen to the children. They are 
happy and giggling and laughing with smiles on their faces. Everyone is 
throwing the crispy crunchy leaves laughing as they make leaf men.  
 
I come the next day to find the leaves swaying and whispering to each other 
about the happy people playing with them. The delicate leaves always sing a 
song before dying from the childrenõs muddy feet.  
 
I hope to find more gold, orange, brown, and red leaves falling out of my hand 
tomorrow. I now have a collection of leaves in a box thatõs never been 
opened.  
 
When autumn is gone everyone is so sad but you can still find the leaves. The 

http://www.yarrunga.org.au/
www.scce.com.au
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PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 

Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 
private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 

School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the following sponsors. 

 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 

 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 
Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 

members of the school community (with a further 
$250 going to Great Ryrie Primary School).  

Contact Jenny for more information on: 
0433 770 676 

--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 

BAKERSô DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donates all 
the bread requirements for school. 

144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 
--- 

BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 
products and vouchers for all school fundraisers 

and events.  
41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 

--- 

The Roberts family offers a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and commissions 

to GRPS through ENJO with 10% of all sales 
going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

--- 
All Smiles of the Yarra Valley  

are major sponsors of our fundraising events. 
21 - 23 Delaneys Rd, Warranwood, The Yarra 

Valley, Victoria 3134. Phone: 9876 4044 
www.allsmiles.com.au 

--- 

Proudly sponsor 
our food fairs and support other school functions! 

17 Maroondah Hwy 
Croydon 3136 VIC  

Phone: (03) 9870 1862 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Yarra Valley Railway Easter 

Festival  
 

   Trolley rides will depart Healesville station hourly  
10am to 4pm on the following dates:  

** Saturday 4
th
 and Sunday 5

th
 Normal operations only** 

 

Wednesday 8
th
 of April to Sunday 19

th
 of April 

 

Trolley Rides - The Easter Bunny will be in attendance with 

Easter Eggs - Operating Road Steam Engine and Whistles - 

Children‟s Playground. 
 

Adults    $9.00 
Children 3 -12 years  $7.00 
Family (2 adults + 2 children)                 $25.00 
Concession   $7.00 

 

 

Rides will operate over Easter with Good Friday Ride 

proceeds donated to the Royal Childrenôs Hospital. 
 

For more information please call 5962 2490 
Or visit our website at 

www.yarravalleyrailway.org.au 
 
 

 
Marlborough/Great Ryrie Auskick 2009 

 

If there is such a thing as a footy god, I‟m grateful 
for the favour he/she has bestowed upon the 
mighty navy blue – and the wrath he/she has 
poured out on the infamous colli-wobbles!  For all 
those smarting in a footy tip comp after a 
magnificent „upset‟ – shame on you!  For all those 
believers in the mighty navy blue – footy-god 
bless you… (That‟s the last you will hear from me 
regarding Carlton this year.  I promise…) 
 

And so the sun shone on our initial registration 
day on Saturday.  It was a beautiful autumn day 
which brought out the masses to a great sporting 
event.  Geoff and Steve „manned‟ the registration 
table while Mark and Bernie kept the kids 
amused.  The tackle bag got a hiding and many 
goals were kicked as the summer cob-webs were 
dusted off and the drop punts returned.  This year 
saw near-record first week registrations, so it 
promises to be another great year! 
 

If you missed the registration day, don‟t fret; you 
can still register at our first official clinic on 
ANZAC day. Or register on-line at 
www.aflauskick.com.au.   

 

**Preppies get ready!** 
Early next term (term 2) we will be holding a 
special one-off prep clinic at each school 
(Marlborough/Great Ryrie) as part of the schools‟ 
sports program.  All preppies will be invited to join 
in at school to experience Auskick first-hand.  
Watch this space for more info soon! 
 

Have a great break over Easter – and remember 
to keep on practicing!  
Cheers. 
Shane Smith 
Coordinator (still…)   
 
Email: marlboroughgr.auskick@gmail.com 
Phone: 0411 657 554 

 

Hot Chilli Thai Restaurant 

       
 

The junior football season starts this Sunday 5th April, 
2009, the Under 10's still require a few extra players to 

complete the side.   
Training will be held on Wednesday night 4.30 p.m. to 

5.30 p.m. at Jubilee Park Oval No. 2 (opposite 
swimming pool).  If you are interested in playing please 

come along to training or contact  
Rick George on 0409 078 782. 

 

RINGWOOD 
JUNIOR FOOTBALL 

CLUB 

http://www.yarravalleyrailway.org.au/

