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NEWSLETTER 

 

From the Principal 
 
 

Bush Fire Tragedy 
We have all been shocked and saddened by the 
scale of the Victorian bushfire tragedy that has 
claimed so many lives and touched so many 
Victorians.  
 

One of our staff members had their house burnt 
down last weekend and many in their street 
perished in the flames.  There are probably very 
few people who have not been touched or do not 
know of someone who has been touched by this 
disaster. 
 

All our thoughts are with all those affected at this 
difficult time. 
 

Free Dress Day, Friday Feb 13 
The Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development – Victoria has arranged 
for all schools to participate in a casual dress day 
on Friday 13 February 2009.  
 

Funds raised will go to the 2009 Victorian 
Bushfire Appeal Fund established by the Victorian 
Government in partnership with the Australian 
Government and Red Cross. 
 

All students are encouraged to come out of 
uniform on Friday and to bring a gold coin 
donation for the Bushfire Appeal. 
 

We hope you can support this special effort. 

 

A Nut Free School: 
Thank you to those parents who have pointed out 
that the Canteen price list sent out last week was 
incorrect.  Nutella is not on the menu at Great 
Ryrie PS.  We have several children with severe 
nut allergies and all nut products have been 
eliminated from all school menus.  Parents are 
asked to support this policy by ensuring that no 
nut products are sent to school with children‟s 
snacks or lunches.  The rest of the menu is 
correct as printed. 
 

 Thank you to those 
parents who have nominated for the vacancies on 
School Council in 2009. We still have vacancies 
for parent members. Nominations close at 4pm 
tomorrow Friday February 13. Nomination forms 
are available from the office. Parents will be 
notified if a ballot is required. 
 

NOTICES SENT OUT SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
Watch this space for notices sent out each week. 

If you have not received any of the following notices, please ask your child‟s teacher, or contact the school office. 
 

 6 February Level 4 Interschool Sport  All Level 4 students 
 6 February School Council Elections  All families 
 7 February Level 3 notice   All Level 3 students 
 9 February District Swimming Carnival  Selected students 
 10 February District Tennis Trials  Selected students 
 11 February Free Dress Day on Friday  All families 
 11 February Summer Interschool Sport  Year 6 students 

 

REMINDERS 

 Please return the forms sent home last week 
–student personal details, permission forms 
for head lice checks, participation in CRE etc. 

 Also, children are bringing home receipts for 
payments.  Keep these receipts.  WE ARE 
NOT ABLE TO ISSUE DUPLICATES should 
you require them later. 

Thanks from the Office Ladies. 

Diary Dates 

FEBRUARY 

Friday 13 FREE DRESS DAY 

Friday 20 Year 6 Sport vs Croydon Hills 

Monday 23 Aussie of the Month 

Wednesday 25   Prep Parent Info Night 

Friday 27 CLEAN UP SCHOOLS DAY 

  Year 6 Sport vs Warranwood 

School Council Elections 

mailto:great.ryrie.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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A Bike Shed for GRPS? 
Get behind our school to win a bike shed!  Go to 
www.rosebankhelmets.com.au (Thank you to 
Jane Newnham – one of our parents for bringing 
this opportunity to our attention). 
Parent Chats: 
After our first assembly last Monday we held our 
regular Parent and Principal chat over a „cuppa‟.  
Both Barb Nicoll and myself were available to 
discuss issues of general interest to parents and 
answer questions.  Amongst other things, we 
talked about the prospect of having a school fete 
this year (which is also a “Production Year”).  
Parents are encouraged to join in our 
discussions, where any questions can be asked 
in relation to school operations.  Our starting 
topics next Monday will be School Council and 
PFA. 
 
 

Have a great weekend, 
Doug Elliott 
Principal 
 
Level Reports by Our School Captains: 
(David, Abbey, Zoe and Ellena) 
 

David: In Level 4 last week, we have been 
working on values and getting to know each 
other. Some Level 4‟s have elected which teams 
they would like to compete in for the interschool 
summer sports competitions and tryouts have 
commenced for the tennis team. Last Friday we 
had our first Level 4 assembly and played our first 
sport activities and this week we elected ten 
people for Junior School Council. 
 

Ellena: In Level 3 this week, the students have 
enjoyed talking about the holidays and they made 
their five, Friend Buddies.  They have run through 
the norms and learned how to read and draw a 
pie graph.  They are looking forward to an 
exciting year! 
 

Zoe: In Level 2, all the children have settled in 
well to their new classes.  They have been setting 
their norms to help them work well. They have 
also been getting to know the other students. 
 

Abbey: In Level 1, the Preps have had a very 
busy 1

st
 week at school.  They have practiced 

lining up and packing their school bag.  They 
have also enjoyed play-dough, cutting and 
pasting and puzzles.  They have settled in very 
well and I think they are in for a great year! 
 

Starting the School Day…. 
Sometimes, especially at this time of the year, 
some of our students (of any age) are reluctant to 
start their school day, and might cling to mum or 
dad.  There may be sniffles, or even tears.  Our 
staff are experienced in helping the children settle 
in to class when this happens, and their job is 
made easier with your cooperation.   
 

We are very much aware that this situation can 
be distressing for parents (you might feel teary or 
even frustrated), but nearly every time the 
children settle within five minutes of joining their 
class (very often sooner!).  We encourage any 
parent who finds themself in this situation to take 
their child to their (class/teacher/staff member) 
calmly and briefly reassure and farewell them, 
and leave them confident that they are in good 
care.   
 

We know that this can be difficult, but experience 
tells us this is the best way of helping the 
children, and helping to prevent this from 
becoming an every day event.  If you need to 
make sure that all is well, please telephone the 
school a little later. If your child cannot settle in, 
we will contact you. This “separation” period does 
not normally last long. 
 

Obviously, no one knows your child better than 
you, if there are any problems your child is 
experiencing during their school day please 
discuss this with their classroom teacher.   
 

No Dogs at School: 
Dogs are not allowed on the school grounds 
unless under the supervision of a teacher.  Even 
the friendliest family pet can be at risk of injuring 
a child in an environment of nearly six hundred 
children.  Parents are encouraged to leave their 
pets at home when coming to school and to never 
bring them into the school grounds. 
 

Parking 
Parking around every school is very limited.  
Although we have a parent car-park and 
designated parking bays outside the school there 
can never be enough parking spaces for all those 
who drive.  Parents are encouraged to park 
further afield if they must drive, and to enjoy a five 
minute walk with their children as a daily routine.  
Children are not to be dropped off or picked up in 
the staff car-park and these gates are therefore 
closed at the start and end of each school day. 
 

Days of Extreme Weather 
On days of extreme heat, cold, wet, wind or dust 
students are supervised for free time in their 
classrooms during recess and lunch rather than 
being exposed to the elements.  Teachers on 
yard duty decide whether the conditions merit 
coming indoors or not, based on the current 
conditions rather than setting a fixed temperature 
level.  Students are dismissed at the normal time 
on days of extreme weather conditions, however 
this policy is under review.  Parents will be 
notified of any changes. 
 

Sun Smart Hats 
Parents are reminded that all children at Great 
Ryrie PS must wear a school Sun-Smart hat 
every recess and lunch break during Terms 1 and 
4.  Only a school hat is acceptable and damaged 
or grafittied hats are not allowed.  This includes 
all Year 6 students even at the end of Term 4.  
These hats are also compulsory on school 
excursions and camps. Hats are only $10 and are 
available from the school uniform shop. 
 

Religious Education at Great Ryrie 
Our school offers three religious education 
programs at the moment, all run by authorized 
volunteers.  Although these programs are 
approved by the Department of Education and 
Early Childhood Development they do not form 
part of the school‟s core curriculum and are not 
compulsory.  Parents need to sign a release form 
to „opt in‟ or „out‟ of these programs.  SUPA Club 
is run for Year 3 & 4 students during recess 
breaks.  Bahai students are withdrawn from class 
weekly to attend lessons in the Library.  CRE runs 
in the classroom and students who do not 
participate are supervised by a classroom 
teacher. 

 

 

http://www.rosebankhelmets.com.au/


 
 
 

Education Maintenance Allowance – 2009: 
The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is 
provided to assist eligible families with the costs 
associated with the education of their children. 
 

To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must: 

 be either a parent or guardian of a primary 
or secondary school student up to the age 
of sixteen; and 

 be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink 
pension, allowance or benefit within the 
meaning of the State Concessions Act 
2004 or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) 
pensioner or be a foster parent. 

 

Consequently parents/guardians are able to 
access the EMA if they have a current Health 
Care Card or Pension Card. 
 

The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first 
day of Term 1 (28 January 2009 which is the first 
day for teaching staff) and Term 3 (13 July 2009).  
 

The EMA application must be submitted to the 
school by 27 February 2009 for the first 
instalment and 7 August 2009 for the second 
instalment. 
 

The EMA provides an annual amount of $221 for 
primary students and $443 for secondary 
students and is paid in two instalments.  This 
amount is split evenly between the 
parents/guardians and the school.  Schools 
receive the school portion electronically twice a 
year and parents/guardians receive their portion 
via two cheques.  
 

Application forms are available from the school 
office. 
 

Community Notices 

Is there some good news in your family that you would like to 

share with the rest of GRPS?  A new addition to the family, a 

win in a Grand Final, a great sports game …. Let Yvonne at 

the office have the details by Wednesday morning and we’ll 

let everyone know!! 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
9 February 2009 

1D - whole class 
1J - whole class 
1M - whole class 
1S - whole class 
2E - whole class 
2H - whole class 
2J - Bailey Atkinson & Andy Ouyang 
2T - whole class 
3E - whole class 
3G - whole class 
3M - whole class 
3N - Josh Williams 
3S - James Von Eitzen 
4H - Briahna Jones 
4J - Zing Mual 
4W - Britany Wilson 
L4 LOTE - Liam Cartwright (4J) 
 
 

 Thank-you to all the families and the 
holiday program students who did a 
tremendous job looking after the chickens 
over the holidays, it was very much 
appreciated. Just a reminder that we sell 
eggs at the office - $2 for ½ a dozen. 

 

LIBRARY 
The children are now making use of the Library  
and beginning to borrow.  It is most important that 
the children have LIBRARY BAGS so that the 
books are protected against the elements. 

BOOK CLUB 
BOOK CLUB ISSUE 1 FEBRUARY is due.  Order 
and payment no later than FRIDAY THE 13

TH
 

FEBRUARY.  The orders will be placed online on 
FRIDAY,  Expect delivery to your child‟s grade in 
approximately seven working days. 

Thank-you for your orders, 
Mardi Pechar  

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
During the year the Uniform Shop is open:- 
MONDAY  8.30am-10.00am 
THURSDAY  3.20pm-4.00pm 
If you need to purchase items of uniform and 
cannot make it during these hours please fill in 
the order form, obtainable from the office, and 
pay by either cash, cheque (made payable to 
Great Ryrie Primary School) or credit 
card/EFTPOS at the office, and I will fill the order 
and send home with your child as soon as 
possible, depending on availability of stock. 
YEAR 6 BOMBER JACKETS 
Year 6 Bomber Jackets orders/payment due 
TOMORROW FRIDAY 13 FEBRUARY, NO 
LATE ORDERS will be accepted as timing is 
crucial for the making and printing of the jackets, 
so that they will be ready for collection in early 
Term 2. 
IMPORTANT:- Please print clearly the name that 
will appear on the jacket to be ordered. 
SECOND-HAND UNIFORMS 
If you have clothes that your children have grown 
out of and are in good condition they would be 
most welcome at second-hand uniforms. 
All second-hand uniforms are FREE so please 
look through the boxes located outside the 
Uniform Shop during opening hours. 
PLEASE NAME ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING 
CLEARLY (hats, jackets, windcheaters etc.)  

Thank-you, 
Mardi Pechar 

 

“Beating the Blues” 
There are many issues in life that can bring great 
stress to our lives. In the past week, the bushfires 
have affected thousands of people. Drought 
continues to cause anxiety. Family relationships 
break down. Jobs are lost. These are just some of 
the experiences that can bring on depression. 
 
If you would like to attend a course which deals 
with issues of depression, or you know of 
someone who might like to attend, contact 
Karinya Counselling in Heathmont on 9738 1769. 
They have a 6 week course starting February 24. 

Alan Silverwood – Chaplain 



 

The Chaplain‟s Corner February 12 
 

“How do we cope with a disaster?” 
 
The past week has brought us incredible news, 
through pictures and film clips, phone calls, and 
for some through seeing the fires close at hand. 
We have heard some heart breaking stories from 
survivors and from those who have lost houses, 
family and friends.  
 
How do we cope with all of this? How do these 
people cope? There are a variety of responses, 
including sadness, fear, anger, guilt, disbelief, 
shock. These are all valid responses. 
 
At times such as this, there are many things that 
can help us cope: 
# crying – on the train this morning, a young man 
said he had wept several times as he saw the 
footage & heard the stories 
# find something „normal‟ to do [to care for 
yourself] – e.g. listen to favourite music, spend 
time with a family member or friend or pet, have a 
coffee 
# pray – many of us find relief, peace and hope 
through faith 
# donate clothes or money to relief groups – I 
went through my cupboard this morning 
# allow time to just be quiet, or find someone who 
will listen to your feelings – chaplains are helping 
people to talk about their fears & sadness & 
sense of loss, in the refuge points. 
 
One thing I felt was fragile, as I felt sadness for 
those who were grieving and in pain. 
To care for others we also need to care for 
ourselves.  
Make sure you give time for yourselves and your 
children to talk about this tragedy, about how we 
feel, what we can do, how we can help others, 
and what we can do to help the community in the 
future in times such as these. 
 
Aussies naturally respond to help in these times. 
This is good. We are made for community. We 
are individuals, but we all need each other. We 
give each other a sense of value in a world that 
often doesn‟t make sense. We are all important, 
whatever the world might bring us.  

 

Alan Silverwood – Chaplain 
[The Chaplaincy program is funded through the 

Federal Government & Community support. 
This is a voluntary program in our school 

community.] 
 
 

If you have donations of clothing, 

bedding, food or household goods 

which you would like to be given to 

the bush fire victims, please take 

them to St Vincent de Paul in 

Ringwood (opposite Retravision). 

 

 

PE NOTICES – Peter Hensen 

 Congratulations to Abbey Heron, Zaosh 
Namerian and Lachlan Kewley going to 
district tennis on Monday 16 February. 

 Reminder – Level 4 swimming times 
need to be given to me by Friday 13 
February. 

 If any parents can help during Level 4 
Interschool Sport on Friday mornings 
starting on Friday 20

th
 February.  Please 

contact myself or classroom teachers. 

 
 

 
 
Thanks to all those families who have returned 
their instrumental enrolment forms. Some 
students have been contacted and have started 
their lessons this week. We apologise to those 
families who have not been contacted yet. This is 
due to the extremely large number of students 
who have enrolled in this program. We will 
endeavour to contact everyone by the end of this 
week and commence all lessons next week. Most 
instrument areas are full but we do have a limited 
amount of vacancies with the following 
instruments:  

 Bass Guitar (hire at the school now 
unavailable) 

 Trumpet * 

 Trombone * 

 Saxophone * 

 Violin (hire at the school unavailable) 

 Piano 

 Guitar - all styles (hire at the school 
unavailable) 

*A limited number of these instruments are 
available for hire from the school at $50.00 per 
term and a re-fundable $50.00 bond. Asterixed 
(*) instruments only.  
Enrolment forms are available at the office.  
 
Senior Band auditions are currently being 
conducted. Both Junior Band and Senior Band 
will commence in a few weeks time. Eligible 
students will be contacted before these band 
sessions commence.  
  
Regards, Helen Francis.  

 

PERFORMING ARTS             
 
We are pleased to announce that Great Ryrie PS 
will be having a whole school musical 
extravaganza this year in Term 3. All students in 
the school will be involved.  
The dates of these evening performances are 
Monday August 11 and Tuesday August 12. 
The performances will be held at the George 
Woods Performing Arts Centre at Yarra Valley 
Grammar School.  
Please keep these dates free!  
 
Keep your eye on the newsletter for more 
news on our 2009 production.  
  

Regards, Helen Francis.  

 
Instrumental and Band Program 

 
 
 



 

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS 

The Department of Education, Employment and Training and Great 
Ryrie Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any 

private advertiser. 

No responsibility is accepted by DEET and Great Ryrie Primary 
School for accuracy of information in advertisements or claims 

made by them.  
 

COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the following sponsors. 

 (For more details please see our website!) 

--- 
 Century 21 UNLIMITED Real Estate Agents, 

Ringwood East, offer a $250 referral fee to 
members of the school community (with a further 

$250 going to Great Ryrie Primary School).  
Contact Jenny for more information on: 

0433 770 676 
--- 

 AMAZING TRANSFORMATIONS 
COSTUME HIRE kindly donate all the wonderful 

costumes we use for school functions. 
33 High Street Glen Iris, 9885 4714 

--- 
BAKERS’ DELIGHT, HEATHMONT donate all 

the bread requirements for school. 
144 Canterbury Road. Phone:  9738 0322 

--- 
BEAUTY ON RYRIE donate many beauty 

products and vouchers for all school fundraisers 
and events.  

41B Great Ryrie St Ringwood, 9870 6766 
 

The Roberts family offer a DRY CLEANING 
SERVICE to the GRPS community, with a 
percentage going to school fundraising.   

Please call at the office for details.  
--- 

ENJO - CLEAN THE WORLD 
Lucinda Murphy donates goods and commissions 

to GRPS through ENJO with 10% of all sales 
going towards the school! 

Call Lucinda on 0412 621 214 
--- 

BENDIGO COMMUNITY BANK (East Ringwood 
Branch) sponsor our school and along with 

Student Banking offer a donation of $150 for all 
home loans and a donation of $50 for all personal 

loans and car leasing arrangements referred 
through the school. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   Junior Football Club 
 

2009 Player Registration Day 

U9 to U16 
 

Sunday February 15, 2009 

10am – 12noon 
at  

Heatherdale Reserve ,  

Purches Street,  

Mitcham  (Melway s 49 D12)  

(Reduced fees for Auskick Players)  
Fees for 2009 remain unchanged at $100 for one child 

and $50 for each extra child playing.  
 

For more information   

Website: www.heathmontjets.com/juniors    

or contact Tim Purkis on 0405 530 500 

Reminder 
To contact OSHC (Out of School Hours Care) 

please telephone them direct on: 

0418 571 136 
 

 
REDBACKS 

RINGWOOD JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB 
 

2009 REGISTRATION DAY 

Ringwood Junior Football Club 

invites you to our registration day. 
 

 Sunday 15th February 2009 at 

Ringwood Junior Football Club 

 Jubilee Park Oval No. 2, Greenwood 

Avenue, Ringwood 

 from 10.00am-12.00noon 

. 

Under 9ôs through to Under 16ôs. 

 

Fully qualified coaches and trainers. 

Any enquiries please contact Rick 

George on 0409 078 782. 
 

1
ST

 HOLY COMMUNION CLASSES will 
commence at Our Lady‟s Parish, Ringwood on 
Wednesday, February 18

th
 at 4pm.  For 

enrolments and all inquiries please ring Tess on 
9870 7807. 

 

Southwood Netball Club 
Girls interested in playing netball contact Cindy 
Hanning on 98794420 or Lynda Spicer on 9738 
0226. 
We are specially looking for players in our under 
9's, (date of birth 2000 and 2001) and the under 
13's (date of birth1996 and 1997). 
Training is at Great Ryrie on Thursday 
afternoons.  

 
 

Registration Day East Ringwood Junior 
Football Club (U9-U16) Sunday 8th Feb. 
9-11am Upstairs at Maroondah Club, Mt 
Dandenong Road, 
  East Ringwood. Any queries contact 
Secretary Carolyn Lord 0425 857 034 

 

SPRINGBOARD DIVING 
NEW SEASON BEGINNING 9th FEBRUARY 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday New Dive Classes 
$108 for 8 weeks 
No experience necessary 

LEARN TO DIVE 
www.ringwooddivingclub.com.au 

0430 590 077 
 

 

 

 

http://www.heathmontjets.com/juniors
http://www.ringwooddivingclub.com.au/

